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The annual State of the 
Community address is 
coming up on Tuesday, Oct. 
24 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
with a focus on the state of 
government, industrial de-
velopment, workforce and 
education and the state of 
service at In the Woods 
in Rockmart. Tickets are 
$25 and include heavy 
hors d’oeuvres. Contact 
the Polk County Chamber 
of Commerce for tickets 
and more information at 
polkgeorgia.com or by call-
ing 770-684-8760.

Rockmart’s annual Riv-
erwalk Festival on the 
Euharlee is coming up in 
Oct. 21. Visit rockmart-ga.
gov for more information 
about how to sign up to 
become a vendor and to 
participate in festivities.

The next West Georgia 
Spay/Neuter Clinic is com-
ing to the Cedartown-Polk 
County Humane Society 
on Wednesday, Oct. 11. 
Head over to the organiza-
tion’s office at 608 Adam-

son Road, Cedartown, on 
Fridays from 4 to 7 p.m. or 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. to fill out an admis-
sion and prepay for the 
surgery. Those wanting 
more information can call 
678-361-7304 for more infor-
mation. Vaccines and tests 
are available for extra cost 
as well. The next pickup 
date available is Oct. 25.

Please see CALENDAR A12

By Kevin Myrick
Standard Journal Editor

Friends, family and law 
enforcement from across 
the state gathered to cel-
ebrate the life of De-
tective Kristen Hearne, 
remembering her as a 
fallen hero and bright 
and shining light in the 
world around her.

Hundreds of vehicles 
escorted Hearne to Oak 
Grove Cemetery and laid 
her to rest following fu-
neral services held on 
Oct. 3 at Victory Baptist 
Church to honor the fall-
en Polk County Police de-
tective, who died in the 
line of duty on Sept. 29 af-
ter she was shot backing 
up an officer on a suspi-
cious vehicle call.

Polk County Police 
Chief Kenny Dodd pro-
vided a stirring and emo-
tional message to the 

family and community 
about his fallen officer.

“Detective Cpl. Kristen 
Hearne gave her life. She 
will always be remem-
bered as a hero,” he said.

He provided a rundown 
of her career — service 
with the Floyd County 
Sheriff’s Office from 2008 
to 2012 before joining the 
force and becoming a de-
tective the next year in 
2013 — as a woman of pas-
sion for the job of policing 
and a shining example of 
an officer who went above 
and beyond the call of duty 
for her brothers and sis-
ters in law enforcement.

“She had a big heart 
that allowed her to show 
compassion when she 
needed to show compas-
sion, and a stern exterior 
of a warrior, and could be 
stern,” Dodd said. “She 
had tremendous respect 
for the badge and what it 

stood for: honor, integrity, 
courage and devotion.”

He added that he hoped 
all his fellow officers in 
law enforcement would 

look to her as an example 
of what a police officer 
can be if dedicated to the 
job. Dodd also called on 
unity among police agen-

cies, and a continued fo-
cus on safety for those 
serving in the line of duty.

Community gathers to mourn 
Polk Detective Kristen Hearne

Support for 
Hearne family 

is growing
By Kevin Myrick
Standard Journal Editor

The outpouring of sup-
port and love for the fam-
ily of Detective Kristen 
Hearne following her death 
continues to grow, and now 
efforts are underway to re-
member her in another way 
by providing future help for 
her and Lt. Matt Hearne’s 
3-year-old son Isaac.

A GoFundMe campaign 
was started by Polk Police 
Chief Kenny Dodd to estab-
lish a trust fund for Isaac. 
Thus far nearly $2,000 has 
been donated, and prom-
ises of more are coming.

“Our goal is to put mon-
ey aside in a trust fund for 
Isaac so that when he turns 
18 when he graduates from 
school, he’ll have money to 
do whatever with his life,” 
Dodd said. “We just felt 
like as a police department 
that we want to take care of 
Isaac because we feel like 
that’s what Kristen would 
want us to do. So we’ve 
started this trust with the 
permission of (Matt).”

By Kevin Myrick
Standard Journal Editor

The state will seek the 
death penalty in a grow-
ing case against a pair of 
suspects arrested follow-
ing the shooting death 
of Detective Kristen 
Hearne in past weeks.

Tallapoosa Circuit 
District Attorney Jack 
Browning told the court 
before the opening pro-
ceedings in the case 
could get underway that 
it was his intention to 
pursue capital punish-
ment for Hearne’s death 
and for shooting Polk 
County Police Officer Da-
vid Goodrich, who took 
rounds in his bulletproof 
vest before returning fire 
and wasn’t seriously hurt 
in the shootout.

Browning told a court-
room packed with law en-
forcement and Hearne’s 
family he would be re-
calling the grand jury 
in November to hear the 
charges on this case and 
one more that’s connected.

Seth Brandon Spangler, 
31, and Samantha Roof, 

22, both of a Chattanooga 
address, were formally 
read their rights by the 
court and charged with 
malice murder, felony 
murder, aggravated as-
sault and theft by re-
ceiving stolen property. 
Spangler also faces a 
charge of possession of 
a firearm by a convicted 
felon.

Both remained in jail 
without bail after facing 
their first hearing before 
Superior Court Judge Mi-
chael Murphy on Oct. 2. 
Also charged in connec-
tion to the events on Sept. 
29 is Roof’s brother, Mi-
chael Anthony Fossett 
Jr., also of a Chattanooga 
address.

DA to seek death 
penalty in shooting

 

Doug Walker / RN-T

A SALUTE OF HONOR: Little Cohen 

Chastain, 3, of Rockmart, salutes to 

honor fallen Polk County Police Detective 

Kristen Hearne. Chastain was with has 

grandmother in a median of U.S. 278 on 

the route of the funeral procession. Learn 

about the special visit the Aragon Police 

Department arranged for Cohen after 

seeing his salute, inside on page A6. 

Kevin Myrick / Standard Journal

Members of the Polk County Police Department and their loved ones sit where the choir usually performs from at 

Victory Baptist Church during funeral services for Detective Kristen Hearne. 

Kevin Myrick / Standard Journal

Patricia Brewer, mother of Detective Kristen Hearne, holds her 

grandson Isaac Hearne as she speaks during her daughter’s funeral.
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Seth Brandon 
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Bringing film to 
Georgia is one 
woman’s mission. 
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