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Community
The Calhoun Police 
Department donates 
$500 to the Gordon 
County Chamber’s 
Drugs Don’t Work 
program.

Agriculture
Greg Bowman 
shares chainsaw 
safety tips to keep 
yourself and others 
around you out of 
harms way.

Sports
The Lady Jackets 
strike early to beat 
the Lady Phoenix 
and snag a spot in 
the Region 6-AAA 
championships.
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Today

Out of the Darkness: 
Be the LIGHT, a free 
suicide prevention 
training-QPR (Ques-
tion, Persuade, Refer)-
on how to react when 
someone talks about 
suicide. This event is 
aimed at the faith commu-
nity. It will he held today, 
from 10 a.m. until noon, 
at Crane Eater Commu-
nity Church on Redbud 
Road in Calhoun.

Concord Baptist 
Church will hold its 
fifth annual Fall Festi-
val today, from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. The church is at 
9414 Fairmount Highway 
Southeast. There will be 
inflatables and pony rides 
for the kids. Door prizes 
will also be handed out. 
Visit cbcfairmount.com 
for more information. 

Week of Oct. 7

The Gordon County 
GOP will hold its 
monthly meeting on 
Thursday night at the 
Calhoun Depot. The 
meeting begins at 6 p.m. 
There will be yard signs 
and information for those 
who attend. 

On Saturday from 
10 a.m. to noon, Dr. 
Cherri Woods Wash-
ington will present 

Community 
Calendar
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Breast Cancer Doesn’t 

Define Me
Schedule your mammogram appointment today 

at www.gordonhospital.com/mammogram

Train strikes, kills woman

By Spencer Lahr
SLahr@CalhounTimes.com

A 38-year-old Calhoun woman died 
Wednesday night after being struck by a 
train while walking on the tracks near the 
Henderson Bend Road crossing. 

Misty Dawn York was positively iden-
tified late Wednesday night and a family 
member was notified, according to Gordon 

County Deputy Coroner Heath Derryberry. 
He said there were several names he and 
Georgia State Patrol Troopers were working 
from in attempting to identify the woman, 
who was hit by the train around 8:15 p.m. 

Derryberry received notification of the 
woman’s death at 8:18 p.m., he said. She 
did not have any form of identification on 
her at the time of the incident, and she did 
not have a specific address registered to 
her name, he continued. 

Master Trooper J.R. Rickett said the 
woman was walking southbound on the 
eastside of the railroad tracks when she 
was struck. 

Commissioners 
deny request 
to abandon 

Pearl Johnson
 ♦ Gordon County 

refuses to abandon a 
1,213-foot section of 
Pearl Johnson Road in 
Ranger. 

By Spencer Lahr
SLahr@CalhounTimes.com

The Gordon County Board 
of Commissioners denied a 
request to abandon a 1,213-
foot section of Pearl Johnson 
Road in Ranger following a 
public hearing earlier this week, 
where one property owner said 
he would block the road if the 
action went forward.

The road was proposed to be 
abandoned from a spot north 
of its intersection with Pittman 
Road — 2,904 feet, just beyond 
where the last home is — to 
the end of the road. The board 
had moved forward to certify 
the road abandonment at its 
August meeting. But County 
Administrator Jim Ledbet-
ter recommended against it 
after the public hearing, and 
the board unanimously denied 
the action.

Anthony Reis, of Doug-
lasville, came to the public 
hearing as a new landowner, 
recently purchasing 27 acres 
off Pearl Johnson and another 
parcel to the west. He said his 
only frontage is on the road, 
which he said he would have 
to maintain for decent access 
without relying on the county.

GSP troopers talk with CSX personnel on Henderson Bend Road 
where a woman died after being struck by a train� / Spencer Lahr 

 ♦ According to the Gordon County 
deputy coroner, the woman has 
been identified as 38-year-old 
Misty Dawn York.

See TRAIN, A3

By Spencer Lahr
SLahr@CalhounTimes.com

Resurfacing the track at Sonoraville 
High School is on the top of the list 
of athletic facilities needs for Gordon 

County Schools, while also carrying 
the biggest price tag of the projects 
with cost estimates. 

Gordon County Board of Edu-
cation members were updated on 
the priority lists of athletic facility 
projects moving forward during its 
monthly meeting earlier this week.  

The cost estimate for resurfac-
ing the track, which is in certain 
need, at Sonoraville High is around 
$600,000. 

“At the best,” board member Char-

lie Walraven said of the cost estimate. 
Director of Facilities Ron Norrell 

said the track has underwent patch-
ing for years and is in “bad shape.” 

Due to the condition of the track, 
the high school is not able to host 
state track meets, Walraven added. 

Another big project on the table 
for consideration is one which would 
impact both Gordon Central High 
and Ashworth Middle. At an esti-
mated cost of $200,000, the proj-
ect would entail adding bathrooms 

and a new concession stand to the 
north end of Ratner Stadium. The 
new additions would be accessi-
ble for those at baseball, softball, 
football and soccer games for both 
schools, as well as for track meets. 

To have access from all three fields, 
the current concession stand for vis-
itors would be torn down and the 
end of the track would be moved 
to construct the building. 

Gordon County BOE looks at athletic facilities’ needs
 ♦ Sonoraville’s track as well as 

bathrooms and a concession 
stand at Ratner Stadium 
mark a few of the top needs.
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Gordon Central Homecoming Parade

ABOVE: One of the floats in the Gordon Central High School 
homecoming parade makes its way down Wall Street�

Photos by Frank Crowe

ABOVE: The Gordon Central High School JROTC Warrior 
Battalion leads off the homecoming parade� The parade 
was postponed until the week after the homecoming 
game because of the weather� 
LEFT: Gordon Central Homecoming Queen Hannah Erwin 
and Homecoming King Alex Abat�


