
Staff reports

Football fans will soon be packing 
up for a trip to Atlanta to watch the 
undefeated Rockmart Yellow Jackets 
play in the state championship game. 
Yet with the game scheduled for the 

middle of the day during the school 
week, how can students enjoy the 
game too?

Well, the Polk School District has 
stepped in as of Saturday morning 
and decided that schools across Polk 
County will be closed on Wednesday, 
December 12 to accommodate the 
game being played at 1 p.m. at 
Mercedes-Benz Stadium instead of 
this coming weekend, when it would 
have been scheduled if not for Atlanta 
United’s finale being a home game too. 

Georgia High School Athletic 

Association officials made the call 
to change the dates and push back 
five days before Rockmart’s semifinal 
win last Friday night over Callaway, 
and that prompted the closure of 
school. 

Superintendent Laurie Atkins 
sent out a statement on Saturday 
morning that it would not be a day 
that students have to make up either, 
since the school district hasn’t yet 
been forced to close for any weather-
related issues in the 2018-19 school 
year. 

“Therefore, we feel that cancelling 
school on Wednesday is our best 
option,” Atkins said in the statement. 
“This allows us to provide the 
supervision needed for travel and 
for the stadium event.” 

Polk School District will be 
utilizing buses for the trip to the 
championship game, and would also 
have problems getting substitute 
teachers to cover for coaches who 
would be participating in the game. 
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Cedartown First United 
Methodist Church invites 
the community to come 
out and the Christmas 
season with them with 
their opening event of 
the season. They’ll hold 
a Christmas Concert 
featuring the church choir 
on Dec. 9 at 11 a.m., their 
annual Blue Christmas 
service on Dec. 23 at 
11 a.m., Christmas Eve 
services at 6 and 11 p.m. 
on Dec. 24, and much 
more through the holiday 
season. Contact the 
church at 770-748-4731 
for more information, or 
visit cedartownfumc.org. 
The church is located at 
the corner of Wissahickon 
Ave. and North College 
Street in Cedartown. 

The Rockmart American 
Legion Post 12 is beginning 
collections for the 74th 
annual Empty Stocking 
Fund drive. Legion and 
Auxiliary members will 
be out at local businesses 
collecting for this worthy 
cause in the coming weeks, 
and Post 12 is accepting 
applications starting last 
Saturday, Nov. 17 through 
Tuesday, Nov. 27 for needy 
families in the Rockmart-
Aragon area. Children 
ages 2-10 are expected to 
be served. Applications 
are available at Post 12, 
the Rockmart library or 
Eastside or Van Wert 
Elementary Schools. 

The Polk County 
Chamber of Commerce 
and South Marble Coffee 
in Rockmart are teaming 
up for a Christmas reading 
event on Saturday, Dec. 
15 from 12 p.m. to 2 
p.m. Join in the fun for a 
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PSD closing schools Dec. 12 
for championship game

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Citizen soldiers donned their 
uniforms and marched onto the stage 
of the Cedartown Performing Arts 
Center for a ceremony to wish them 
a safe deployment as they prepare 
to head overseas in 2019. 

Harm’s way will be found in 
Afghanistan as Georgia National 
Guard members prepare for a third 
trip to the war-torn country in 12 
years. 

Apache Troop of the 1-108th Cavalry, 
a unit of the 48th Regiment in the 
Georgia Army National Guard 
gathered on Monday, Nov. 26 as 
they went off for one last training 
deployment to last until Dec. 21 before 
they are sent off to a combat tour 
overseas. 

Family and friends joined in the 
ceremony that included addresses 
from State Rep. Trey Kelley (R-16th 
District,) The Rev. Ed Dickens, a 
retired Lieutenant Colonel and 
now pastor of Anna Kresge United 

Methodist Church, and retired 
Command Master Sergeant Paul 
Redgate. 

Kelley said he wished the troops 
a safe journey to war and back and 
thanked them for their service and 
the great honor he feels having the 
chance to just be with Alpha Troop 
before their deployment. 

“Our nation is one founded on 
grand ideals,” Kelley said. “We’re a 
nation that’s founded on life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness, on 
the principal of all men are created 
equal… those were groundbreaking 
words, words that changed the course 
of history. But if it had not been for 
soldiers who had taken up the fight 
to gain us our freedom, those words 
would be worth nothing more on 
paper than the one I hold here.”

He reminded Troopers that much 
like those chosen to serve with Gideon 
in the story from the Old Testament 
book of Judges, they too were called 
upon by God to defend the United 
States.  

“Whatever has happened in your 

life, whatever choices you made that 
brought you here, God has chosen 
each and every one of you to serve 
his purpose,” Kelley said.  

Lt. Col. Ed Dickens (Retired) also 
spoke, and though he said he’s usually 
the preacher among the group as 
the pastor of Anna Kresge United 
Methodist Church, he instead brought 
with him words of advice about what 
he learned from his own service. 

He called upon the young troopers 
of the 108th to remember to listen 
to the non-commissioned officers 
and leaders in the field, as they have 
built up years of experience gained 
through a rebuilding of the Army. He 
said that process began from when 
his service started in the late 1970s, 
to when it ended as the head of the 
ROTC program at North Georgia 
University after the Gulf War and 
into the early 2000s. 

He also called on the community and 
loved ones to act as a support system 
for the troopers heading into the field. 

Local soldiers heading to war
National Guard’s Apache Troop gets sendoff ahead of 

training, then deployment to Afghanistan

Lights above 
downtown 
Rockmart 

coming soon

By Kevin Myrick 
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

The downtown skyline in 
Rockmart is about to see a 
big change as the city plans 
to bring some additional light 
on Marble Street in the first 
phase of a project to attract 
customers to businesses. 

The City of Rockmart is 
providing residents with a 
year-round string lighting 
above Marble Street  and will 
add lights to the top of the 
Rockmart History Museum 
building to complete the first 
step in attracting people to the 
downtown area once the sun 
goes down. 

Its part of improvements 
suggested by the Downtown 
Comeback program visit, and 
will be paid for by the city. 
The expected cost is around 
$10,000 once electrical work, 
installation and the lighting 
itself is purchased according to 
the City of Rockmart’s Stacey 
Smith. 

She said a survey of the street 
expected 200 feet of lighting to 
be installed on Marble Streets 
first, then more to be added. 

The two sections of the street 
will be divided by the museum, 
which itself will be wrapped 
in lighting all the way around 
the roof line. 

Rockmart’s 
snowflake 

lights on sale 
this Friday

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Remember the old days, when 
the City of Rockmart used to 
put up snowflake Christmas 
decorations on power poles 
around town? 

Those were replaced a few years 
back with more variety of holiday 
decorations and now what remains 
of those past light displays need 
a new home. 

A chance to own a piece of 
Rockmart history is coming 
this Friday as the snowflake 
lights are being sold by the Polk 
County Chamber of Commerce’s 
downtown Rockmart Advisory 
Committee from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
in an effort to help raise money for 
the downtown Rockmart lighting 
project. 

The snowflakes are being 
donated by the city to the 
committee to help cover the cost 
after they decided they wanted to 
do something with the lights other 
than scrap them for the metal. 

Rockmart City Manager Jeff 
Ellis said the lights were still in 
good condition and many still 
worked when plugged in. However 
there are others in the collection 
of 41 available for sale that will 
require some restoration work, 
and that LED lights that stick 
on from various local stores can 
replace the old, less efficient 
lights. 

Weather doesn’t stop shopping downtown

By Sean Williams
swilliams1799@yahoo.com

Cedartown’s Christmas 
Open House gave both 
citizens and business 
owners a head start on the 
holiday season, and while 
planned events such as the 
tree lighting may have been 
rained out, many of Main 
Street’s businesses made 
good on their promise of 
extending store hours until 
at least 8 p.m.

Numerous stores opted 
to include day-long sales, 
and with Small Business 
Saturday also occurring 
in November, competing 
with larger retail stores 
and chains became more 

than a dream for many 
Cedartown entrepreneurs 
who saw increased traffic 
and new customers. 

While Small Business 
Saturday functions as 
a smaller, local version 
of Black Friday held 

nationwide, the Nov. 30 
through December 2 open 
house was a Cedartown 
original event. 

Stores such as Holmes 
Clothing, Southern Sass 
Boutique, Bussey’s Florist 
and Gifts, and many more 

decorated with trees and 
lights, and others such as 
A.J Clothing offered youth 
the chance to sit and talk 
with Santa.

Whether buying for 
themselves or a loved one, 
the numerous shoppers 
present no doubt benefited 
from the event. 

Those interested in future 
Cedartown events can visit 
https://cedartowngeorgia.
gov/ for more information. 
While the originally 
scheduled tree lighting, 
Nativity Scene, and hymns 
have yet to be rescheduled, 
updates are also available on 
Twitter at CityofCedartown.

Expect those events 
to be part of this week’s 
Cedartown Christmas 
parade on Thursday, 
weather pending. Check 
back online for changes 
i n  t h e  s c h e d u l e  a t 
Polkstandardjournal.com 
as well. 
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 ♦  Rockmart set to make trip 
to Mercedes-Benz stadium, 
pre-sale tickets available 
now for $22

 ♦  Tree lighting 
ceremony, live 
nativity yet to come 
in Cedartown 

Apache Troop of the 108th Cavalry in the Georgia National Guard stood at attention and ready for a command during 
a sendoff ceremony held on Nov. 26. / Kevin Myrick 

A.J Clothing offered youth the chance to sit and talk with 
Santa during the Holiday Open House from Nov. 30 
through Dec. 2 in Cedartown. / Sean Williams


