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Catoosa County fire-

fighter Josh Fincher 

(left) is recognized for 

saving a local resi-

dent’s life. He found 

a woman passed out 

while battling a blaze 

in Rossville, and he 

carried her to the front 

door where he handed 

her to EMTS.  

Story on page A5.

Heritage girls upend 
Northwest to grab re-

gion lead. The Heritage 
Lady Generals enjoyed a 
very productive week as 
they picked up two huge 
region wins to take over 
the lead in the 6-AAAA 

standings. 
Story on page B1.
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By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

Shortly before her retirement 
party, Martha Eaker dreamed that 
only four people showed up for the 
event. In fact, around 150 showed 
up to celebrate with the woman who 
has served as the president of the 
Catoosa County Chamber of Com-
merce for 12 years and is now mov-
ing on to new things in life.

The evening of Dec. 4, Chamber 
members, friends, family and pub-
lic officials gathered at the Ringgold 
Depot to congratulate Eaker.

“Martha Eaker has been a corner-
stone of the Catoosa County Cham-
ber for the past 12 years as president 

and CEO,” says incoming Chamber 
president and CEO Amy Jackson. 
“She will be greatly missed in this 
capacity. I admire her commitment 
to the Catoosa County business com-
munity. She has served as a busi-
ness leader, confidante, counselor 
and friend to many. I appreciate the 
legacy she leaves and look forward 
to continuing it with the Chamber 
staff, members and volunteers.”

Eaker’s last day as head of the 
Chamber is Dec. 31.

The list of dignitaries that greeted 
Eaker as guests were serenaded by 
the Ben Friberg Trio playing jazz ran 
long: Sen. Jeff Mullis, Rep. Dewayne 
Hill and his wife Wyondia, former 
representative Tom Weldon, Catoosa 

County Commissioners Steven Henry 
(chair), Ray Johnson, Jim Cutler and 
Jeff Long, Catoosa County Manager 
Alicia Vaughn, Catoosa County Sheriff 
Gary Sisk and Catoosa County Coro-
ner Vanita Hullender. From the city of 
Ringgold, there were Mayor Pro Tem 
Terry Crawford and council members 
Sara Clark, Randall Franks, Larry 
Black and Kelly Bowman, as well as 
City Manager Dan Wright. From the 
city of Fort Oglethorpe, Mayor Earl 
Gray, Councilman Jim Childs and City 
Manager Jenny Simpkins attended.

RETIREMENT PARTY
Community says goodbye to outgoing Chamber President Martha Eaker

On Dec. 4, friends, family and dignitaries gathered at the Ringgold Depot to wish Catoosa Chamber of Commerce President 
and CEO Martha Eaker the best as she retires from her 12-year position. From left: Catoosa County Commissioners Jeff 
Long, Jim Cutler and Ray Johnson; Martha Eaker; Catoosa Commission Chair Steven Henry; Uniktings owner and Cham-
ber member Cindie Robinson Patty, who presented Eaker with the Tiffany bracelet the Chamber bought for her. / Amy Jackson

State-of-the-art radiation therapy is here

County 
closing in on 
sale of land 
to Forestry 

Commission
By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

Catoosa County officials 
say they’re close to selling a 
tract of land to the state for 
construction of a new Georgia 
Forestry Commission ranger 
station.

In June, commissioners first 
discussed selling the property, a 
four-acre tract off Bandy Road 
near McGill Lane.

The county acquired the 
property, which is a portion 
of an 11-acre tract, after it was 
condemned by the previous 
owner.

The county also had to spend 
money and time cleaning the 
property up, as well as sort out 
the title issues before a sale 
could take place.

During the Nov. 20 Board 
of Commissioner’s meeting, 
County Attorney Clifton “Skip” 
Patty said the title issues are 
almost ironed out and that the 
sale could be completed by the 
end of the year.

“We’ve approved this sale 
before in general terms, but 
this particular contract fills in 
all the blanks and makes the 
option to purchase official,” 
Patty said. “The purchase 
price of the four-acre tract is 
$20,276.

Patty says the county filed 
for a quiet title action on Nov. 
16, and that the sale can be 
completed 30 days after that 
date.

Throughout the whole 
process, Forestry Chief 
Ranger Seth Pierce has been 
complimentary of the board 
for its support in trying to get 
the new station built.

During the meeting, he said 
that the new station could be 
operational within a year and 
a half.

By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

The person battling can-
cer faces a tide of challenges 
that make life more diffi-
cult — feeling ill and worn 
out, doctor visits, insurance 
hassles, worries about the 
future and a multitude of 
trips to treatment centers 
for chemotherapy and/or 
radiation. That’s why Rees 
Skillern Cancer Institute at 
CHI Memorial-Parkway in 
Ringgold is pleased to add 
state-of-the-art radiation 
treatment to its services.

“Someone undergoing 
radiation therapy,” says 
Rees Skillern radiation 
oncologist Dr. Ryan Cleary, 
“often needs to receive 
treatments every day for 
many weeks. When you’re 
feeling sick, it’s hard enough 

without having to travel to 
another city over and over. 
We now offer world-class 
treatment right here.”

The futuristic-looking 
machine that delivers the 
treatment to which Cleary 

refers is a Varian True-
Beam. It is an advanced 
medical linear accelerator.

Cleary says one of the 
big advantages of the 
TrueBeam is its precision 
to the sub-millimeter level. 

“Radiation can damage 
surrounding tissue,” says 
Cleary. “The TrueBeam can 
hone in on much smaller 
areas and limit or prevent 
damage to other parts of the 
body while delivering more 
powerful doses of radia-
tion to affected areas to 
eradicate cancer.” Cleary 
says this can be especially 
important when dealing 
with cancers in the area of 
the head and brain stem.

Cleary grew up with two 
parents in the medical field 
— both were physical ther-
apists. But also fueling his 
interest in medicine — and 
cancer treatment in par-
ticular — was his mother’s 
childhood experience with 
cancer that resulted in a 
leg amputation.

A damp and eerie morning in Northwest 
Georgia set the scene Nov. 30 for an “active 
shooter” drill held on the Catoosa County 
Campus of Georgia Northwestern Technical 
College. Local and state authorities from mul-
tiple departments, as well as more than two 
dozen students, took part in the live exercise.

“Our students got a real opportunity to take 
part in a hands-on emergency situation right 
on our campus,” said GNTC Emergency Med-
ical Technician Director Claudio Leyssens.

Just after 10 a.m. Nov. 30, it would only take 
a pair of gunmen a few seconds to make their 
way through the campus lobby and up a flight 
of stairs. As soon as the first shots rang out, the 
feeling that this was still just a practice drill imme-
diately disappeared. From the parking lot, you 
could see the gunmen in the windows going from 
room to room. The feeling of a drill was over.

The sounds of weapons discharging their 
ammunition throughout the Ringgold complex 
quickly sent emergency workers and student 
participants hurrying to their roles in the emer-
gency drill. Within minutes, the first respond-
ers would arrive and begin the search for the 
gunmen. Although it was just a practice run, it 
would have been hard to make it feel more real.

“This is the age we live in,” said Georgia North-
western Technical College Police Training Coor-
dinator Gary McConathy. “These sort of drills 
are a necessity to help protect us from danger-
ous events. After the shootings that have made 
headlines across the country over the past few 
years, we have to do our part to not only help us 
be prepared, but to allow our local authorities an 
opportunity to train in a true-to-life exercise.”

 ‘Active shooter’ drill held on GNTC’s Catoosa campus

Rees Skillern Cancer Institute, at 4700 Battlefield Parkway, 
has added state-of-the-art radiation therapy to its services. 
From left: Radiation oncologist Dr. Ryan Cleary, and radia-
tion therapists Bonnie Brown and Tracie Demo. / Tamara Wolk

Catoosa County Attorney Clif-
ton “Skip” Patty discusses de-
tails of a pending property sale 
between the county and the 
Georgia Forestry Commission 
during a Nov. 20 meeting. / 

Adam Cook
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Students in GNTC’s EMT program prep for the drill by 
role-playing victims. Madison Nelms (sitting) is having an 
artificial wound applied by classmate Mike Chavez. Fellow 
student Phoenix West helps in the background. / ContributedSee DRILL, A7


