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Young 
Artists

By Noah Caldwell, a stu-
dent at Ashworth Middle 
School.

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork 

can be emailed to Managing Editor 

Daniel Bell at DBell@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter 

them. Also, be sure to include the 

name of the student, their grade 

and the school they attend.

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Gordon County Schools will host 
two modified graduation ceremo-
nies for its two high schools, the 
school system announced recently.

Officials said in a member re-
leased they while they realize there 
is no replacement for the pomp and 
circumstance that traditionally ac-
companies a graduation ceremony, 
Gordon County Schools has created 
a plan to offer the best, safest so-

lution for an in-person graduation 
experience for the Class of 2020.

“Understanding there are restric-
tions that must be followed, the plan 
includes the opportunity for each 
graduate alongside their closest 
family/friends to participate in a 
modified ceremony to receive his/
her diploma,” said GCS Director of 
Communications Amy Parker. “GCS 
requests that the community respect 
social distancing and constraints on 
gatherings that have been approved 
allowing us to host this graduation 

ceremony. Should health and safety 
guidelines change prior to the cer-
emony, we may modify our plan to 
a more traditional ceremony.”

Gordon Central High School’s 
graduation will take place Friday, 
June 26, at 8 p.m. at GCHS Stadi-
um, while Sonoraville High School’s 
ceremony will take place Saturday, 
June 27, at 9 a.m. at SHS Stadium.

Details include:
 ♦ Modified ceremonies will begin 

at the times stated above. Graduates 
will be assigned staggered arrival 

times to allow for social distancing 
and reduce the number of people at 
the facility at any given time.

 ♦ The Gordon County Sheriff’s 
Office will provide support to en-
sure the safety and security of at-
tendees and assist as accommoda-
tions are made for distancing and 
health guidelines.

 ♦ Graduates will be allowed to 
bring no more than 10 family/friends 
to attend with them. The graduate 

COVID-19 
lawsuit 
protections 
move in GA 
senate

 ♦ The action comes as 
local numbers have 
recently ticked up. 

From staff  reports

Legislation aimed at shield-
ing businesses and medi-
cal providers from lawsuits 
brought by persons who con-
tract coronavirus has cleared 
a key hurdle in the Georgia 
Senate.

The COVID-19 legal liability 
measures were tacked onto 
a bill whose original intent 
was to create a specialty li-
cense plate for the Geor-
gia Tennis Foundation that 
would read, “Play Tennis!”

Called the “Georgia Pan-
demic Business Immunity 
Act,” the measure would 
prevent lawsuits from be-
ing filed in Georgia against 
a broad range of groups by 
people who claim to have 
contracted coronavirus on 
premises that those groups 
manage or own.

Groups affected by the bill 
would run the gamut from 
restaurants and other busi-
nesses to state and local gov-
ernments, and health-care 
providers including doctors, 
dentists, psychologists, ther-
apists, social workers and 
athletic trainers.

The legislation comes as 
Gordon has seen a recent up-
tick in the number of cases 
reported. On Monday, June 
15, the Department of Pub-
lic Health reported 256 con-
firmed cases, 18 deaths and 
37 hospitalizations among 
Gordon County residents.

That represents 93 new 
confirmed cases reported 
since June 1. During that 
same two-week period, two 

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Several of the protesters in front 
of the Gordon County courthouse on 
Sunday live-streamed an impassioned 
speech from a local business leader as 
he challenged them to take the atten-
tion they’ve garnered over the last few 
weeks and turn it into action.

“I’m never going to tell you to stop 
what you’re doing. This passion right 
here, this passion is what you need 
to invoke change,” said Adrian Lyles, 
president of Lyles Wealth Manage-
ment. “This passion that you have 
right now, don’t let anybody steal it 
from you. Stand out here with your 
signs and say what you want to say, 
but know what you want to say, be-
cause this is how we’re going to make 
a change: together. We are only going 
to do this together.”

Lyles spoke for more than 20 minutes 
about his own experiences and those of 
his family and how he fought his way 
to success. His great-grandfather was 
born a slave on a plantation, but now 
his family owns the land where that 
plantation stood. Still, he said, there 

aren’t always equal opportunities for 
every person because of issues of race 
and class.

“How do we get that? How do we 
get that for those people who have 

By Kelcey Caulder
KCaulder@CalhounTimes.com

AdventHealth Medical 
Group Urgent Care Calhoun 
City Schools is now open and 
accepting patients. Located 
at 101 Yellow Jacket Drive, 
just north of Calhoun High 
School’s Phil Reeve Stadi-
um, the clinic will be open 
Monday through Friday from 
7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. and 
during Friday night home 
football games.

Offered services include flu 
shots, treatment for work-
place injuries, occupational 
medicine, Department of 
Transportation physicals, 

sports physicals and treat-
ment for acute illnesses and 
injuries such as sore throat, 
colds, pneumonia, ear aches, 
stomach aches, sprains, al-
lergies, asthma, tendinitis, 
broken bones, skin condi-
tions and flu, among others.

Students will have access 
to these services through-
out the school day with the 
permission of a parent, al-
lowing them to receive the 
care they need without miss-
ing class. Student athletes 
and fans will have access 
to the clinic during games, 
should the need for medical 

Speaker at Sunday’s protest: 
Passion invokes change

New urgent care 
opened at CHS

 ♦ Local organizers are 
planning to host a community 
round table with local 
officials. 

GCS announces graduation plan

Daniel Bell

Adrian Lyles speaks during a protest gathering on Sunday in front of the Gordon County courthouse while Sean 
Whorton live streams the speech.

Kelcey Caulder 

AdventHealth Medical Group Urgent Care Calhoun City Schools opened its doors on 
June 15.

See GCS, A11

See LAWSUIT, A11

See CLINIC, A9

Protestors march and chant down the sidewalk along Court Street on Sunday.

See PROTEST, A9
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