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Linderman's Furniture
80 N. Three Notch Rd • Ringgold, GA 30736 • 706-937-3972

QUEEN
ADJUSTABLE
BED $999

(MATTRESS INCLUDED)

Adjustable Bed 
Features & Benefits

• Reduces Snoring
• Reduces Acid Reflux
• Eases Back Pain
• Head and Foot 

Adjustment

Special PriceLinderman's Furniture
80 N. Three Notch Rd • Ringgold, GA 30736 • 706-937-3972

CATNAPPER POWER LIFT RECLINERS  $799

Lift Chair Benefits
• Independence.
• Multiple positions.
• Ease of mobility.
• Reduce risk of injury.

FREE 
CHAIR 

 REMOVAL

By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

When a Georgia Tourism Product 
Development Team visited Catoosa 
County recently to access the poten-
tial of tourism growth, some of its 
strongest recommendations came 
in the area of outdoor recreation 
— ways to improve and expand it.

There was a reason for that. Accord-
ing to the Outdoor Industry Associ-
ation, outdoor recreation is a $27.3 
billion industry in the state of Geor-
gia. It employs more people than the 

auto industry in the state — 238,000 
vs. 207,000, and generates $1.8 bil-
lion in wages and salaries.

Those numbers cover such out-
door sports and activities as biking, 
canoeing, kayaking, hiking and run-
ning, camping, fishing and hunt-
ing — and the related money peo-
ple spend on gear. But they include 
other things, too, like disc golf and 
pickleball (a game similar to bad-
minton that can be played at many 
levels and even has rules for wheel-
chair-bound players).

Catoosa is already fairly rich in out-

door opportunities. There are canoe 
launches, parks, recreation grounds, 
golf courses, playgrounds, walking 
and running trails, horse trails and 
more. Chickamauga Battlefield makes 
the area all the richer with its biking 
and hiking opportunities.

Take outdoor recreation to new heights in Catoosa County

The Georgia Tourism Product Development Team recently visited Catoosa County to make recommendations for im-
proving economic development through expanding, among other things, outdoor recreation options. / Battlefield Outdoor

Ringgold OKs 
purchase of 
new water 

control system
By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

The city of Ringgold will soon 
change its control system at 
its water treatment plant with 
hopes of improving efficiency 
and saving money in repair 
costs.

During the Aug. 27 City 
Council meeting, City Man-
ager Dan Wright presented the 
board with concerns over the 
current control system, and 
how the department could limit 
repair headaches in the future.

“Currently, we have a system 
made by AGM Controls at the 
water plant, Peters Lane, and 
then at the Clearview tank,” 
Wright said. “They continue 
to give us trouble. It’s been 
nothing but trouble since we 
purchased it a number of years 
ago.”

Wright said that repairs also 
become expensive if a techni-
cian has to go out and evalu-
ate any malfunction.

“The main issue that we have 
is the person in the area that 
works on it. His rate, I think, is 
$150 per hour, and that starts 
from the time he pulls out of 
his office down south of here 
and it is usually about a grand 
just have him come up and look 
at the system,” Wright said. 
“We have had times recently 
where we have been down for 
weeks at a time. That is not a 
good situation.”

Wright presented a bid from 
Mission Controls Co., which 
would update the control sys-
tem for the water tanks and the 
pump station controls.

“Mission Controls has proven 
to have excellent customer ser-
vice,” Wright said. “It’s very 
straightforward. If you have 
a problem, there are modules 
that you just take out. It (the 
new controls) will continuously 
read the levels of the water 
in those tanks. It’s also going 
to control the pumps at the 
Peters Lane tank so that it’ll 
keep the Clearview tank full 
at all times, or as full as you 
can get it.”

The system will relay all the 
data down to the water plant so 
the water plant officer has it.

By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

Alicia Vaughn was con-
firmed by Catoosa County 
commissioners as the new 
county manager on Sept. 4.

We asked Ms. Vaughn, 
who will begin her new job 
Sept. 24, to share some 
things, serious and light-
hearted, about herself so 
residents can get to know 
the person who will be run-
ning their county on a day-
to-day basis. Here’s Vaughn 
in her own words.

Where did you grow 
up? I grew up in Whitfield 
County, in the small com-
munity of Rocky Face, but 
I live on the north side of 
Tunnel Hill now, so just a 
stone’s throw away from 
Catoosa.

Education: I received 
my high school degree from 
Northwest Whitfield High 
School and a bachelor’s 
degree in accounting from 
the University of Georgia. 
I am also a certified public 
finance accountant through 
the Carl Vinson Institute.

Job history: I started 
my career in banking, 
ending as assistant vice 
president of First Bank 
of Dalton. I then owned 
my own successful cater-
ing company for 10 years. 
I returned to accounting 
as deputy finance direc-
tor of the city of Dalton for 
six years. 

For the last six years I 
have been the chief finan-
cial officer of Whitfield 
County.

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

After more than a year of research and 
planning, the city of Ringgold has awarded 
bids for the installation of bulletproof 
class at City Hall’s main service counter.

In February, initial estimates for the work 
came in at more than $40,000. But on 
Monday night, Aug. 27, the board unanimously 
approved the work for nearly $10,000 less.

“It appears that Ross Glass Aluminum 
at $24,342 was the only and lowest bid for 

the bullet-resistant glass on the counter,” 
City Manager Dan Wright said. “The other 
bid was from Red Iron Steele and that’s 
the metal panel, which would be below 
the countertop. It is $7,891.

Overall, the two contracts equate to 
$32,233.

Mayor Nick Millwood said the project’s 
architect, Kenny McDade, spent time 
evaluating the project before and after 
it was bid out.

Ringgold awards bid for bulletproof glass at City Hall
Ringgold’s 

City Hall 
will soon 

have 
protective 

bulletproof 
glass at 
its main 
service 

counter. 
♦

Adam Cook

Alicia Vaughn, shown with 
her horse Sterling, will take 
over as Catoosa County 
manager on Sept. 24. / Con-

tributed
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