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a Purpose class. 
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New York couple 
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tlefield Park killing. 
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For the
latest 
on local 
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visit our 
website at
catoosawalkernews.com.By Tamara Wolk

Correspondent

Lace up your 
working shoes or shine 
up your canoe! Catoosa 
County is kicking off 
an effort to become 
a prettier place and 
officials are asking for 
citizens’ help.

May 2017 will 
be the beginning of 
the county’s “Keep 
Catoosa Beautiful” 
campaign. Individual 
citizens, Scouts troops 
and church, civic and 
school groups are 
invited to join together 
for a day of making 
Catoosa County more 
beautiful.

“This county has 
been called one of 
the few remaining 
Mayberrys,” says 
County Manager Jim 
Walker. “But it won’t 
remain that way if we 
don’t take care of it.”

The clean-up day 
on May 13 is a kick-off 
for a more aggressive 
attempt to deal with 
the problem of people 
dumping everything 
from cigarette butts 
to household trash 
to mattresses and 
furniture along 
roadways, says Walker.

“This county belongs 
to all of us,” says 
Catoosa Commission 
Chairman Steven 
Henry. “If we want 
to live in a beautiful 
place, we need to all 
pitch in to keep it that 
way. We hope to see a 
greater sense of pride 
and responsibility 
develop in our 
citizens.”

Catoosa Public 
Works Director Buster 
Brown and his staff 
have identified 12 roads 

that are 
in special 
need of 
cleaning 
up. The 
county’s 
new Parks 
and Recre-
ation 
director, 
Travis 
Barbee, 
will be 
heading 
up a crew 
of canoe 
and kayak 
volunteers 
to help 
clean up 
a stretch 
of Chick-
amauga 
Creek.

“We 
don’t live down-stream 
from anyone,” says 
Brown. “The trash that 
gets dumped in Catoosa 
County is dumped by 
our own citizens, not 
outsiders.”

Walker agrees. 
“This is an inside job. 
We’re doing this to 
ourselves. It shows 
a lack of interest in 
other people, a lack of 
interest in the county, 
a lack of interest in the 
environment and a lack 
of self-respect.”

Unfor-
tunately, 
says 
Walker, 
the people 
who love 
their 
county 
are the 
ones who 
are left to 
clean up 
after those 
who trash 
it. But the 
county 
plans to 
work on a 
remedy.

“We’re 
going to 
buckle 
down on 
the Tarp 
Law,” 

says Walker. “That will 
keep trash from flying 
out of trucks. We’re 
looking into adding 
surveillance, and we’ll 
be searching dumped 
trash for identification. 
We’re also looking 
at the possibility of 
starting a hotline so 
citizens can easily 
report it when they see 
someone toss trash on 
the road.”

In the meantime, 

By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

Saturday, May 20, will be Amnesty Day at the 
Catoosa County Landfill. Citizens will be able to 
bring trash, brush and yard debris, and larger 
items for disposal at no cost.

Amnesty Day is part of the “Keep Catoosa 
Beautiful” campaign, an effort to improve the 
appearance of the county and inspire pride in 
citizens.

“When people dump trash,” says Catoosa 
County Manager Jim Walker, “it impacts our 
environment, the natural beauty of our area, our 
property values and possible tax increases in our 
county.”

Of 159 counties in the state of Georgia, Walker 
says, only 15 have a lower property tax rate than 
Catoosa. “That rate can’t stay so low if the county 
has to hire extra staff dedicated to picking up 
trash people throw out on the road.”

Catoosa Public Works Director Buster Brown 
says he oversees 427 miles of county-maintained 
roads. “We don’t have the resources to keep up 
with illegal dumping without more employees and 
higher taxes to pay for it.”

To get citizens off on a good foot, the county has 
worked with Santek, the company that manages 
the landfill, to sponsor a day of free disposal.

Citizens are urged to use this opportunity to 
clean up their yards and get rid of yard debris, 
household trash, waste and recyclables. Some 
restrictions do apply.

The Children’s Advocacy Center of the Lookout Mountain Judicial 
Circuit recently moved to its new location at 106 West Forrest 
Road in Fort Oglethorpe. (Catoosa News photo/Adam Cook)

Numerous pinwheels are planted in front of the CAC building to 
honor victims of child abuse. (Catoosa News photo/Adam Cook)

Some trash that citizens drop off at the Catoosa 
County Landfill is stored at the transfer station until 
it can be moved by Santek, the company that runs 
the landfill, to another location. (Photo courtesy of 
Buster Brown)

Citizens of Catoosa County are invited to become 
part of the “Keep Catoosa Beautiful” campaign by 
joining together to clean up some targeted areas on 
May 13. (Catoosa News photo/Tamara Wolk)

Details
Landfill Amnesty Day 

is May 20, 8 a.m. to noon. 
The landfill is located at 
75 Shope Ridge Rd. in 
Ringgold.

Proof of Catoosa 
County residency is 
required (e.g., driver’s 
license, power bill, voter 
registration).

No commercial waste 
will be accepted.

No mattresses, 
hazardous materials, 
or refrigerants will be 
accepted.

Up to four tires per 
person will be accepted.

For more information: 
706-937-4564

May 20 is Free
Landfill Day

Free cookout for Catoosa citizens and 
groups who help with May 13 clean-up
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By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

The Children’s 
Advocacy Center of 
the Lookout Mountain 
Judicial Circuit (CAC-
LMJC) recently moved 
to new location in Fort 
Oglethorpe just in time 
to raise awareness 
about April being 
National Child Abuse 
Prevention Month.

The center, which 
specializes in the 
intervention and 
prevention of child 
abuse, moved from its 
old location behind 
Cornerstone Medical 

Center to West Forrest 
Drive a few streets 
away.

After the March 8 
move, the organization 
held an open house on 
Thursday, April 13, to 
introduce people to its 
new facility.

“We’ve made it 
our own,” said CAC 
Executive Director 
Aleks Jagiella-Litts. “ 
We have our therapy 
rooms, interview room, 
medical room, two 
therapists on staff, a 
real-time viewing room, 
and our board room. 
We also really want to 

become an education 
arm, so we want to start 
offering support groups 
and do more education, 
which is exciting.”

The new facility 
is the former 
headquarters of Joy 
Carpets, a company that 
did a lot in assisting 
CAC with its move.

“Joy Carpets did the 
build-out for us and 
they’ve been so great,” 
Jagiella-Litts said. 
“They have just gone 
above and beyond to 
take care of us, which 
has been really nice.”

CAC is a non-profit 

organization that is 
always looking for ways 
to prevent child abuse, 
break cycles of abuse 
within families, and 
raise funds to be able 
to support the local 
children in need.

“We’re always 
looking for funding,” 
Jagiella-Litts said. “We 
would love to get some 
new items. If anyone 
has old gift cards they 
might be willing to 
donate, that would be 
great because then we 
can take those even if 
they just have like $10 
on it, and go to Dillard’s 

or somewhere and 
purchase a couple of 
little things to add. We 
would love to get new 
jackets and things like 
that. During the winter 
time, that’s something 
we’re always in need 
of so we can make sure 
kids have what the 
attire they need when 
it’s cold.”

To raise more 
awareness and further 
educate people, 
Jagiella-Litts says the 
center is planning a 
Child Abuse conference 
on Oct. 2 at the Dalton 

Children’s Advocacy Center in Fort Oglethorpe gets 
new location, recognizes Child Abuse Prevention Month
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