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A judge from outside of Polk 
County and the Tallapoosa Cir-
cuit will be in charge of the law-
suit between Polk County and Waste 
Industries, based on filings in Supe-
rior Court.

She comes into a case that will 
have a first hearing date on April 17 
after suit was filed by Polk County 
against ETC of Georgia, LLC. The 
company was bought out many years 
ago and ended up in the hands of 
Waste Industries, who operates the 
Grady Road Landfill.

In last year’s filing, the county 
sought both fixes to many complaints 
on the site just off the highway inter-
section of U.S. 278 and Grady Road.

Along with financial compensation 
to the tune of $811,552.40 for two 
specific violations in the contract, 
stemming from the company over-
charging the county on fuel fees, and 
additionally from underpayments 
of host fees. Those include interest 
derived from the overcharges and 
host fees due.

The suit was originally set to go 
before Judge Michael Murphy, who 
retired in October.

Case filings on both sides have 
been going on since the initial 
complaint was filed. They include 
a response from attorneys for Waste 
Industries, a amended filing of the 
complaint, requests for discovery, 
and in most recent weeks a request 
from the county to allow for unan-
nounced inspections of the site. The 
April 17 hearing seeks to determine 
the status of an additional recent fil-
ing for an Injunction or Restrain-
ing Order filed to abate nuisances 
at the Grady Road Landfill, such as 
buzzards and odors that have been 
a persistent problem.
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The Easter Bunny will be 
hopping into Cedartown 
ahead of the holiday this 
Saturday, April 6 in Rock-
mart for the annual Fam-
ily Savings Credit Union 
egg hunt. The event starts 
at 10 a.m. with a decorat-
ing contest, followed by 
the bunny hop sack race 
and egg race, and the hunt 
at 11:30 a.m. Find Family 
Savings Credit Union on 
Felton Drive in Rockmart. 
For ages 12 and younger. 
Call 770-684-8601 to learn 
more.

Mark calendars now for 
fun during springtime in 
Cedartown. The Cedar-
town Junior Service league 
has their community Eas-
ter Egg hunt planned for 
Sunday, April 7, 2019 at 
2 p.m. at Peek Park. Check 
back for more information 
about the event in the April 
3 edition.

Come join the fun next 
weekend at Anna Kresge 
Memorial United Meth-
odist Church on Saturday, 
April 13 from 10 a.m. to 
12 p.m. for Brunch with 
the Bunny. The event will 
include the opportunity 
for youth to enjoy fun and 
games, bunny-shaped pan-
cakes and photo opportuni-
ties with the Easter Bunny. 
Call the church at 770-748-
4308 for more information.

Join the Second Baptist 
Church in Cedartown for 
their annual Easter Egg 
Hunt on April 20th starting 
at 11:30 a.m. There will be 
free food, bounce houses, 
egg hunts, and prizes for all 
age groups of kids. Register 
and find more information 
at www.sbcedartown.org.
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A long weekend some two decades ago to bring to 
life a real palace of play at Peek Park in Cedartown is 
coming back around as improvements are planned 
for a once controversial project.

At the end of last week, workers were at the play-
ground and had it closed off as much-needed mulch 
was installed around the wooden structure and swing 
sets, and more is planned for the future according to 
city officials.

The same company who helped bring the project to 
life is being sought for help in the opening stages of 
renovation work, according to City Manager Bill Fann.

He contacted Leathers & Associates, the company 
that designed and assisted with the original volunteer 
project. He added that they were planning to send an 
official from the company this week to look over the 
structure and space to give the city an assessment 
and proposal to “get it back in shape.”

The potential for a upgrade and restoration of the 
playground comes just days ahead of a big anniversary 
of it’s construction in the late 1990’s, spearheaded by 
a community volunteer effort over a four day span.

Leslie McFall, who with her friend Carol Ferry, 
spent more than a year and raised $150,000 in an 
effort that culminated in hundreds of volunteers 

from April 14 through April 18, 1999 coming together 
to bring to life the playground children continue to 
use today.

Playground celebrates 20th anniversary
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State Representative Trey Kel-
ley (R-Cedartown) said complaints 
about lines from a devotional his 
father Doyle Kelley made in the 
state house last week are unwar-
ranted.

Kelley said his father, who has 
acted as Chaplain of the Day in 
year’s past for the State House, 
delivered a long devotional on “hav-
ing a healthy heart for Jesus” and 
that overall he received praise and 
well-wishes from both sides of the 
political divide in the chamber dur-
ing the March 26 session.

The honor to serve as the House 
Chaplain came just a year after the 
football coach, former baseball 
coach and pastor suffered from 
a heart attack. Joining in the cer-
emonies earlier in the week were 
his mother, brother, wife and other 
loved ones at the Capitol with Trey 
Kelley, who is serving as this year’s 
Majority Whip.

It was Doyle Kelley’s fifth time 
serving as Chaplain for the State 
House.

“It was a great day for me and 
my family,” Trey Kelley said.

Then late on the night of March 
27, Kelley received word about the 
complaint made by Democratic 
State Rep. Josh McLaurin of Sandy 
Springs to House Speaker David 
Ralston’s legal counsel in a letter 
that Doyle Kelley’s words to the 
chamber might have violated a 
separation of Church and State.

According to reporting from the 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution’s 
reporting last week, the freshman 
member challenged whether Kel-
ley’s father went too far near the 
end of a devotional on Tuesday 
based on the following lines:

The Cedar Valley Arts Festival is 
coming soon to Peek Park in Cedar-
town, and this year marks the 55th 
year the Junior Service League gets 
the community to come out and 
see what youth and adult artists 
alike have to offer.

With some slight changes to the 
2019 offerings like a shake-up of 
the annual 5K, organizers are about 
a month out from the April 27 and 
28 event with most of the event 
staying the same. Parents and art 
lovers alike will be able to find stu-
dent work hung on the fences of 
the Peek Park tennis courts. Ven-
dors will be on hand with food and 
drinks, a variety of crafts and even 
plant sales to help raise money for 
local causes.

However this year instead of kick-
ing off the opening day with a 5K 
and fun run, this year participants 
better be ready to go the distance 
as instead the race now offers a 
5K and 10K offering for the 22nd 
year of the race.

Registration for the race can be 
found at Active.com, and includes 
the guarantee of a t-shirt for those 
who get payment in by April 13. 
Awards will be given out to race 
winners and age category winners.

Following the race, the event kicks 
off at 10 a.m. on April 27 and con-
tinues through 7 p.m., and includes 
a car show from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
($15 registration fee per car.)

Cedar Valley Arts 
Festival coming 
soon to Cedartown
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Staff reports

Local youth who took on the task of 
learning all about leadership opportu-
nities celebrated the completion of the 
program for the 2018-19 school year at 
a breakfast to wrap up the week ahead 
of the start of Spring Break.

A dozen sophomores each from Ced-
artown and Rockmart High Schools 
made up the graduating class of 24 
for the year, which took on the task 
of learning all about leadership and 
what it entails, like communicating 

effectively with people and building 
and maintaining teams of people to 
accomplish a task.

“They learned all about how to 
communicate with each other, and 
to operate together as a team,” Polk 
County Extension Coordinator Ricky 
Ensley said. He’s also the head of 
the program for Polk Youth Lead-
ership, which is organized with the 
help of the Polk County Chamber of 
Commerce.

Students celebrate finish of 
Polk Youth Leadership program

The 2018-19 graduating class of the Polk Youth Leadership 
program. / Kevin Myrick
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Landfill lawsuit 
coming to court 
on April 17

Doyle Kelley and his family gathered for a photo in the State House Chamber on Tuesday after he served as 
Chaplain of the Day. / Contributed, Georgia State House Press Office

State Rep. Trey Kelley (from left), his father and local coach and pastor 
Doyle Kelley, and State House Speaker David Ralston pose together for a 
photo after Doyle Kelley was Chaplain for the Day.

The playground at Peek Park turns 20 this year after a 
four-day construction project completed an effort that 
took more than a year. It was built April 14 through April 
18, 1999. / Kevin Myrick


