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This week make 
sure to turn 
to our special 
Pigskin Preview 
section.

See Page C1

The Jackets 
traveled for their 
second and final 
scrimmage of 
the season

See Page B1
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Area Calendar 

of Events

Make sure to turn to 
Page A9 in this 
week’s paper to fund 
out about the 
winners of the car 
show during the 
Homespun Festival

Thurday, August 24
Rockmart, Polk Co., GA &

Rome, Floyd Co., GA

Call Us By Name Toll Free

1-800-DEMPSEY

(706) 291-0746

P.O. Box 1341

310 North Fourth Ave.

Rome, GA 30162
www.dempseyauction.com

LOU DEMPSEY

RAY DEMPSEY GAL101

10:00 AM - Historic Commercial Building 
On corner lot - 200 S. Marble St. Downtown, Rockmart, GA

2:00 PM - Commercial Building on 1 Acre Corner Lot 
Zoned CC (Community Commercial) 1409 Kingston Hwy, Rome, GA

Surplus Property of Allstar Properities I, LLC
Inspections: Wednesday, August 23, 1-4 pm and 2 hours prior

to sale. Private showings are available by appointment.

Come enjoy a picnic 
next week with the Polk 
County Chamber of Com-
merce who will be host-
ing 14th district U.S. Rep. 
Tom Graves t Peek Park 
in Cedartown. The picnic 
starts at 11:30 a.m. this 
Wednesday, Aug. 16 and 
will be catered for those 
who wish to eat. Graves 
plans to give a quick leg-
islative update on what is 
going on in Congress. 
Cost is $12 for Chamber 
members, $20 for non-
members to cover cater-
ing costs. RSVP with the 
Chamber by this Friday 
at 770-684-8760 to partici-
pate, or register online at 
polkgeorgia.com or by 
email at mmallicoat@
polkgeorgia.com. There 
is no charge to partici-

Please see Calendar A12

From staff reports

The skies will darken 
during the middle of the 
day all across the country 
- but not totally over Polk 
County like in some plac-
es not too far north - as a 
solar eclipse takes place 
in this coming Monday. 

E v e n t s  a r e  b e i n g 
planned for the upcom-
ing eclipse, set to start 
around 11:45 a.m. Eastern 
time on Monday, Aug. 21, 
and conclude later in the 
afternoon, with local li-
braries getting involved 
in public education and 
local schools already de-

Day to turn dark on Monday for solar eclipse

Please see Events A8

By SEAN WILLIAMS
SJ Correspondent

The sun can and will 
harm your eyes, even un-
der normal conditions. 
But during the upcoming 
solar eclipse on Monday, 
it can do much worse. 

Monday’s event is the 
talk of the town, and 
while the temporary blot-
ting of the sun is certain-
ly an awe-inspiring spec-
tacle, citizens eager to 
watch the eclipse should 
understand the various 
risks and precautions 
needed to avoid eye dam-
age that prevents them 
from watching future 
eclipses -- or anything at 
all.

On August 21, the moon 
will assert its dominance 

Libraries to host 
events in Polk 
County for the 
solar eclipse

Please see Safety A8

Sliding back into school

School board picks Wiggins to fill seat

Contributed by Matt Foster

Judy Wiggins will fill the school board seat.

From staff reports

A special election is 
coming up in November 
to decide who will take 
over the seat vacated by 
Hal Floyd on the Polk 
County Board of Educa-
tion at the beginning of 
the month.

But for the time being, 
a former educator in the 
district will be taking 
over the position on the 
school board through the 
end of the year.

The rest of the board 
voted unanimously to ap-

point retired educator 
and administrator Judy 
Cagle Wiggins to fill the 
vacated seat until the 
end of the calendar year.

Wiggins, a retired Polk 
School District educator 
and administrator with 
more than 33 years expe-
rience, most recently 
served as an interim 
principal. She said she 
was excited to take over 
the seat opened with the 
resignation of Hal Floyd 
last week.  

"Polk School District 
has been in my blood, it's 

all I know. I've worked at 
almost every school in 
the district, worked with 
kids Pre-K all the way 
through high school," 
Wiggins said. "I'm real ex-
cited, it's certainly an 
honor to fill in a seat that 
was formerly filled by 
someone like Hal Floyd. 
He was absolutely the 
best person for this job." 

She said she was also 
ready to get to work on 
several issues over the 
next months, including a 

Please see Wiggins A6

Latest county 
work session 
ends without 
decision on 

move forward 
for paid fire 
department

By KEVIN MYRICK
Editor

What to do about pro-
viding better fire service 
in the unincorporated ar-
eas of Polk County has 
been a long standing 
question for both voters 
and commissioners alike. 

Twice a referendum on 
putting a paid fire de-
partment in place have 
gone on the ballot, and 
twice it has been defeat-
ed. Plans have been 
drafted several times 
with potential figures for 
cost of staffing paid fire-
fighters to work along-
side volunteers. 

Yet Polk County is no 
closer to having a paid 
fire department than 
they were when first 
looking at how to fund the 
issue back in late June af-
ter their latest work ses-
sion on Tuesday night. 

All but Commissioner 
Stefanie Drake Burford 
took part in discussions 
that lasted for more than 
an hour and a half and 
went through a variety of 
scenarios of how the de-

Please see Fire A3

The path of totality over the United States. 

Kevin myrick/Standard Journal

A Cedartown Middle School students slid head first through one portion of an inflatable 

obstacle course setup in the school’s gym for students to use as part of an exercise 

getting them to think about what challenges they’ll face in the academic year ahead. 

Check out Page A6 for more of the back to school event.

A former Polk County 
Police Officer speaks 
out about his 
personnel file in the 
latest on the Polk 
County Police audit

See Page A17
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