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From Blood Assurance

Local nonprofit blood cen-
ter Blood Assurance will 
continue to offer free test-
ing for COVID-19 antibod-
ies to blood donors through 
September.

Blood Assurance also cur-
rently needs O-positive, O-
negative, B-negative, A-posi-
tive and AB-negative red cell 
donors, as well as platelet 
donors. They are encour-
aging members of the com-
munity to give blood to help 
local patients in need.

“We are happy we can con-
tinue offering antibody test-
ing to all area donors in order 
to help collect information 
about exposure to corona-
virus in our area,” said Dr. 
Liz Culler, medical director 
at Blood Assurance. “If you 
believe you had COVID-19 
and did not get tested, we 
invite you to donate blood 
and be tested for the anti-
bodies with Blood Assurance.

“Much is still unknown 
about the antibodies to 
coronavirus, and we are glad 
we are able to contribute 
information to the medical 
community,” she said.

Blood Assurance 
continuing free 
COVID-19 
antibody testing 
through Sept.

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

Early voting for the Aug. 
11 primary runoff election 
is going on right now in Ca-
toosa County.

Those who voted in the 
June 9 Republican primary 
can cast their ballots in the 
14th Congressional District 
run-off between Republicans 
John Cowan and Marjorie 
Taylor Greene. The 14th Dis-
trict seat is being vacated by 
Rep. Tom Graves.

For voters who live in Ring-
gold and Graysville, there 
is also a runoff between in-
cumbent Jim Cutler and 
challenger Vanita Hullander 
for the 3rd District Catoosa 
County Board of Commis-
sioners seat.

Things to know:
 ♦ Only those who voted 

the Republican ticket in the 
June 9 primary can vote 
in this run-off. There is no 
Democrat run-off.

 ♦ Early voting is July 20 
through Aug. 7, Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. (except Thursday, 
Aug.6, which is 8 a.m. to 
7 p.m.).

By Catherine Edgemon
CEdgemon@WalkerMessenger.com

Civil War veterans lobbied 
to create the Chickamauga 
and Chattanooga National 
Military Park to heal divi-
sions to reunite the country 
and to preserve the location 
so that future generations 
could see where that his-
tory happened.

Veterans of both armies 
attended a reunion barbe-
cue at Crawfish Springs, 
present-day Chickamauga, 
in 1889. Twelve thousand 
people attended the event, 
leading to the charter to es-
tablish Chickamauga battle-
field as a park. The nation 
established the Chickam-
auga and Chattanooga Na-
tional Military Park, the first 
U.S. national 
military park, 
in 1890 and 
dedicated it 
in 1895.

“Our inter-
pretive rang-
ers for many 
years have 
been doing 
an excellent 
job providing multiple per-
spectives,” including slaves, 
ex-slaves, women and oth-
ers, Park Superintendent 

Brad Bennett said.
The park offers oppor-

tunities to gain a deeper 
understanding of a major 
Civil War battle through in-
clusive perspectives of his-
tory and to reflect on how 
history affects the present, 
he explained.

None of the monuments 

have been damaged dur-
ing the recent outbreak of 
vandalism that has affected 
some areas of the country.

More than 1,000 monu-
ments, historical markers 
and interpretive tablets dot 
the park’s landscape where 
Confederate and Union sol-
diers fought, were injured 

and died. States raised funds 
to purchase monuments to 
commemorate the soldiers 
who fought there, he said.

These guideposts indi-
cate troop movements and 
commemorate sites of cou-
rageous actions. 

Historian talks about 
destroying monuments

Military park interprets Civil War history

Early 
voting now 
for Aug. 11 
primary 
runoff 
14th Congressional 
District, 3rd Catoosa 
Commission District

Tamara Wolk

A wounded soldier is depicted as part of the 2nd Minnesota monument on Snodgrass 
Hill in the Chickamauga Battlefield.

Jim Cutler Vanita 

Hullander

Brad 

Bennett

See PARK, A7

Above: This monument north of Ringgold explains that the 
Great Locomotive Chase ended when Confederates caught up 
to the General, a locomotive stolen by Union volunteers as part 
of a plan to do as much damage as possible to Western and 
Atlantic Railroad line from Atlanta to Chattanooga as they went. 
When the General ran out of water and wood north of Ringgold, 
the leader of the spies, James Andrews, and Andrews’ Raiders 
abandoned the locomotive. Andrews and some of the raiders 
were captured by Confederate forces and executed as spies. 
They were among the first recipients of the Medal of Honor. 
Left: Confederate Maj. Gen. Patrick Cleburne’s statue sits at 
Ringgold Gap. Cleburne, an Irish immigrant who was called 
the “Stonewall of the West,” and his troops fought at the battles 
of Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge and Ringgold Gap. He was 
killed in action in the Battle of Franklin.
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By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

The issue of who is worthy of a 
public memorial or statue is being 
addressed across the na-
tion, sometimes peace-
fully, sometimes violently.

In some cases, mu-
nicipalities are moving 
statues to keep them 
safe or to remove a sym-
bol some find offensive. 
Most of the targeted stat-
ues across the Southern 
United States are asso-
ciated with slavery in 
some way – statues of people who 
owned or traded slaves.

“We shouldn’t erase history. We 
should face it,” says Louis Varnell, 
a former history teacher and Catoo-
sa-based historian who says he has 
been talking about the issue of con-

troversial monuments 
for years.

“As communities 
change, as our under-
standing of and feelings 
about some parts of histo-
ry change, we have mecha-
nisms in the United States 
to address these things, 
including referendums 
and laws,” he says.

The Civil War has left 
an indelible mark on the area, yet 
Ringgold and Fort Oglethorpe don’t 

have a whole lot in the way of con-
troversial statues or memorials. Of-
ficials in those cities say they have 
not received any complaints about 
historic monuments.

Ringgold is home to the Confeder-
ate Maj. Gen. Patrick Cleburne stat-
ue and to a monument featuring text 
about the General, a locomotive that 
was commandeered by Union soldiers 
and chased 87 miles through north 
Georgia by Confederates.

Fort Oglethorpe is home to a num-
ber of streets named for Confederate 
generals, including Robert E. Lee, Na-
than Bedford Forrest, J.E.B. Stuart, 
Leonidas Polk and John Bell Hood.

“
We shouldn’t 

erase history. 

We should 

face it.”

 Louis Varnell, ex-history teacher, 

Catoosa-based historian
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