News: Floyd County Sheriff’'s Office starts well-being program for re&ponders
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By Doug Walker
DWalker@RN-T.com

New leaders of the Salvation Army in
Rome are no strangers to the communk
ty. Tim and Paula Blevins have returned.

Tim worked for many years with Bekaert
Corp. Paula ran the family business, C&S at the time, Capt. Tim and Eileen Farrell.

ny years.

out of the hous

the other took a job out of town — so they
began to look for something new to do.
“We felt that raising our children was a
full-time Christian ministry in our lives, so
when the children were gone it was time to
seek God for the next phase,” Paula said.
She knew the local Salvation Army leaders

They decided to attend a church service
at the Salvation Army in Rome and have
been Salvation Army advocates ever since.

The call to service came around 2014,
when they committed themselves to serv
ing the spiritual and humanitarian needs
of others and started the Salvation Army
training program. Two years later they were
commissioned as lieutenants and ordained
as pastors in the Salvation Army. Their first
assignment was in Griffin.

e — two got married and

SEESALVATIONAS

Contributed

New Rome Salvation Army leaders Lts.
and Paula Blevins.
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The facility is
sanitized and shift-
workers are tested
after one employee
tests positive for the
coronavirus.

By Olivia Morley
OMorley@RN-T.com

The Floyd County Sheriff's
Office began reviewing their
COVID-19 response plan and
protocols Thursday follow -
ing the first employee testing
positive Wednesday night.

Jail Administrator Maj.
Bob Sapp said he believes
the plan has gone smoothly
so far, but staff are still look-
ing at ways to improve safety
protocols and plans in case
it happens again.

“That employee is self-
isolating right now,” he said.
“There’s only a handful of
things we can rely on: mask
ing, social distancing, sani-
tation, disinfecting and mit -
igation procedures.”

The sheriff's office keeps
a daily contact list of all staff
interactions and assignments
so that if a staff member tests
positive, they can go back and
figure out how many people
the staff member potentially
exposed. In this instance, Sapp
said, the employee hadn't
interacted with many other
employees or inmates that
day, making his risk of ex-
posing others small.

Nevertheless, all employ-
ees who worked during the
same 12-hour shift are being
tested for COVID-19. In the
meantime, they’ll continue
wearing masks and gloves
in the building and per -
forming tasks that require
minimal contact with oth -
er people. If anyone begins
showing symptoms, they
will be sent home.

“We're still at Code Yellow,
but we're adding to our Code
Yellow operational plans every
day — certain things we might
try a different way,” Sapp said.
“Our goal is to protect each
other, protect the inmates,
protect the community.”

According to Logan Boss,
communication director for
the Northwest Georgia District
Department of Public Health,
they began testing employees
on Thursday at the request of
Sheriff Tim Burkhalter and
are awaiting results.
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Alto Park Elementary
teachers prepare for the
school year

AboveMedia Specialist Ashlee Swanson walks downone
of Alto Park Elementary School’'s main corridars past a
mural with a quote by Martin Luther King Jr. on the first

teacher workday preparing classrooms for the first day of

school on Aug. 13.

AboveFirst year teacher Virginia Romero prepares
Thursday on the second gradeefiaBarah Stinsor
adjusts the flowers on her door.

Photos by John Bailey

Homebuilders

Ramplng up a little more l

association pitches
for Armuchee man.

By Doug Walker
DWalker@RN-T.com

An Armuchee man who
has been facing a number
of serious medical issues is
getting a little more help
from the Floyd County Home
Builders Association.

Floyd County police led
a major effort to make sig-
nificant repairs to Kenneth
Acker's home a few weeks
ago, but the public safety
volunteers put a call in to
the home builders group to
construct an access ramp.

Acker suffers from con-
gestive heart failure and
cancer and is not physicat
ly able to do much around
his house, which had fallen
into disrepair.

After RHBA President
Jerry Rucker and builder
Larry Maxey took a look at
the property, Phillip Bur -
khalter sent one of his crews
to the residence and knocked
out the ramp in about four
hours.

Doug Walker
The Rome Home Builders Association helped construct an access ramp f
home of Kenneth Acker, who has congestive heart failure and cancer. Pictu
Williams (from left) Jerry Rucker, Acker, Larry Maxey, Phillip Burkhalter an

“We slammed it,” Burk-
halter said.

Mike Mathis of Mathis
Builders Hardware & Sup-
ply provided much of the
material to build the ramp.

“l just can'’t believe what
has happened,” Acker said
Thursday afternoon. “Ev-
erybody that has turned
out, everybody has really
done a lot to help me. I'm
just overwhelmed.”

ly, he is doing as well as he
could. While the cancer is
not under control quite yet,
he said he’s feeling better
and believes, in turn, that
has helped with his heart.
When the police — with
help from other first re -
sponders — showed up at
this home to work, one of
the things they did was make
sure the residence had air
conditioning. Acker said a

been a blessing and officers
continue to check on him.
County police first got
involved with Acker when
an officer went to serve an
environmental court cita -
tion for the condition of the
home and property. Once
the officer, Katy Walters,
realized his condition she
cleared the citation and
was able to convince her
fellow officers that Acker

Acker said that, physical- new refrigerator also has needed their help.

2nd US virus
surge hits
plateau, but
few experts

celebrate

New Floyd County
cases continue
double-digit gains.

By Mike Stobbe and
Nicky Forster

Associated Press

While deaths from the
coronavirus in the U.S. are
mounting rapidly, public
health experts are seeing
a flicker of good news: Na
tionally the second surge of
confirmed cases appears to
be leveling off.

However, Floyd Coun-
ty continues to see double
digit gains in new infec-
tions daily.

The Georgia Department
of Public Health reported
that 30 more Floyd Coun-
ty residents tested positive
Thursday for the disease
caused by the coronavirus.

That brings the 14-day
total of new cases to 327,
making 1,168 cumulative
cases — the total number

hevfroonfirmed cases since
n

March. The state reported
4,045 new cases on Thurs
day with a seven day aver
age of just over 3,000 new
cases per day.

Overnight, 30 Georgians
diedas It of a COVID-19
i the first deaths

e n March, 3,671
Georgiams have died from
the disease. Floyd County
has not seen a COVID-19
related death since late May.

Locally there were 65 hos
pitalized COVID-19 patients
as of Thursday and another
14 people hospitalized who
are awaiting a test result.

The trend nationally has
primarily been driven by
four big, hard-hit places —
Arizona, California, Florida
and Texas — and cases are
rising in close to 30 states
in all. The outbreak’s cen-
ter of gravity is seemingly
shifting from the Sun Belt
toward the Midwest.
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ure clear when
deaths start coming down.
COVID-19 deaths do not
move in perfect lockstep
with the infection curve,
for the simple reason that
it can take weeks to get sick
and die from the virus.

The future? “I think it's
very difficult to predict,”
said Dr. Anthony Fauci,
the government’s foremost
infectious-disease expert.
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