
Ray Dempsey | Lou Dempsey

GAL #113

310 North 4th Avenue

Rome, GA 30165

Office 706-291-0746

VISIT OUR WEBSITE DEMPSEYAUCTION.COM
OR CALL US BY NAME 1.800.DEMPSEY

10% Buyer’s Premium

THURSDAY, JANUARY 30th, 11:00 am
The Mose C. Sewell Estate

217 Holiday Circle, Cedartown, Polk County, GA

Home & 10± Acres & Assorted Personal Property
Open House: Wednesday, January 29th from 1-4 or by Appointment.

SELLING ABSOLUTE

THURSDAY, JANUARY 30th, 2:30 pm
The William P. Coffey Estate

1095 Old Wilkerson Road, Rome, Floyd County, GA

Home & 3± Acres & Assorted Personal Property
Open House: Wednesday, January 29th from 1-4 or by Appointment.

SELLING ABSOLUTE

Thursday | January 30th | 11:00 am

Thursday | January 30th | 2:30 pm

Friday | January 31st | 11:00 am

Cedartown & Rome, Ga

FRIDAY, JANUARY 31st, 11:00 am
116/118 Broad Street, Rome, Floyd County, GA

Downtown Office/Retail Building
Open House: Tuesday, January 28th from 11-2 or by Appointment.

SELLING ONSITE!

Local gas prices

Cedartown

$2.20
Rockmart

$2.29

770-748-1520
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of Events

The Of This World, 
and Out solo exhibit from 
award-winning artist Shane 
McDonald is underway 
at the Rockmart Art Gal-
lery through February 28. 
Check out the work of this 
area artist Tuesdays from 
1 to 7 p.m., Wednesdays 
and Thursdays 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., and Saturdays 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The re-
ception honoring McDon-
ald and his work is open to 
the public and coming up 
on Saturday, Feb. 22 from 
4 to 7 p.m. Call 770-684-
2707 to learn more about 
arranging a group session 
in the gallery.

Pastor Mark Brumbe-
low and his wife, Cher-
ry, serve a church of 51 
members at Grace Bap-
tist Church in Wild Peach, 
Texas. The church packed 
11,139 Operation Christ-
mas Child shoeboxes in 
2019. That equals more 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

Dealers and visitors from across 
the southeast are coming to Main 
Street on February 1 for the North-
west Georgia Bottle and Advertising 
Show at the Cedartown Museum 
of Coca-Cola Memorabilia.

The Saturday event being hosted 
at the museum at 209 Main St. in 
Cedartown will showcase a variety 
of antique collectibles like signage 
as well as bottles used for a variety 
of beverages.

Cedartown Museum of Coca-
Cola Memorabilia co-founder Ja-
mie Morris said this will be the 
first year that a longtime running 
event will be moved to Polk County 
from Floyd.

“This used to be the Rome Bot-
tle Show, and it was in Rome for 

Staff reports

A morning meal was enjoyed at 
the Rockmart Depot for members of 
the Polk County Chamber of Com-
merce during the opening event for 
what promises to be a busy year 
ahead for the organization.

Chamber board members Chad 
Cox, Frankie Matthews and Jona-

than Blackmon volunteered to take 
up spatulas and prepare the annu-
al breakfast for members and got 
donations to help feed the hungry 
who came out for the early morn-
ing event.

“We love holding this event each 
year in appreciation of our mem-
bers, who are the lifeblood of our 
organization and Polk County’s eco-

nomic well-being,” Chamber Execu-
tive Director Blair Elrod said. “We 
look forward to a fun year ahead 
and hope that the community will 
join us in taking part in all of our 
upcoming events.”

This year’s donors and sponsors 
included AM Farms, Carlton Farms, 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick 

@polkstandardjournal.com

Last year at this time, 
shots rang out on Rome 
and Williamson Streets in 
Rockmart. This year at one 
of the locations where four 
people died and a fifth was 
injured, music sang out in-
stead.

Family members and 
friends of Helen Rose Mitch-
ell, Jaequnn Davis, Arkeyla 
Perry and Dadrian Cum-
mings gathered on Rome 
Street in front of the house 
where Cummings and Per-
ry were shot and killed on 
the night of January 24, 
2019 to remember their 
lives and stories.

Candles were lit, and bal-
loons and lanterns were re-
leased in remembrance of 

the four, who where shot 
in a quadruple murder that 
shook the community last 

year. A memorial also sat 
outside in honor of Perry 
and Cummings with pho-
tos in the front yard.

During the vigil, Cum-
mings’ father Eric spoke 
briefly and thanked the com-
munity for their support 
during their year of heal-
ing after his death.

He asked the commu-
nity to remember his son 
and pray with him before 
white balloons were released 
honoring Cummings, Perry, 
Mitchell and Davis.

Though no one gathered 
in front of the Williamson 
Street location, music was 
playing from the house where 
Mitchell, Perry and Brown 

Staff reports

Although Polk County has 
some of the most delightful 
weather in the nation year-
round, it is also vulnerable 
to a wide variety of natural 
disasters including severe 
weather.

During Severe Weather 
Preparedness Week coming 
up on February 3 through 

7, Polk County’s Emergency 
Management Agency wants 
local residents to learn about 
possible severe weather threats 
and how to prepare for them.

Each day during this week 
has a different focus on a se-
vere weather event or natu-
ral disaster that could hit the 
area, and what steps need to 
be taken to ensure that people 
are safe during and in the af-

termath of events.
On Monday, the focus is fam-

ily preparedness and NOAA 
Weather Radio Day.

Residents should ask them-
selves “If a disaster struck, 
would your family know how 
to respond? What if your fam-
ily got separated?”

If residents was unable to 
answer these questions with 
a positive response they are 

encouraged to sit down with 
their families to determine 
or even review if a plan is 
already in place on how they 
will communicate with each 
other, where they would go 
and what they would do in the 
event in a disaster or emer-
gency situation.

In addition to sitting down 
with family members to pre-
pare and plan for a disaster 

or emergency, people are en-
couraged to purchase a NOAA 
Weather Radio which are the 
most reliable way to learn 
about severe weather when 
watches and warnings are is-
sued by the National Weath-
er Service.

A low-cost weather radio is 
always a good investment to 
keep safe. Weather radios are 
available for purchase from 
many local businesses.

People are also encour-
aged to sign up for the Polk 

Vigil held for Rockmart shooting victims

Get prepared for Severe Weather

The Cedartown 
museum to host 
NWGA Bottle and 
Advertising Show

Contributed by Blair Elrod

Elle Cox helpd her dad Chad and volunteer kitchen staff Frankie Matthews and Jonathan Blackmon with cooking 
during the 2020 Polk County Chamber of Commerce Membership Appreciation Breakfast on Jan. 24.

Kevin Myrick

Eric Cummings, father of shooting victim Dadrian Cum-
mings, asks the community to pray with him before a 
balloon release during a vigil honoring his son and three 
other murder victims a year after their deaths.

By Dave Williams
Bureau Cheif,  

Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — Georgia set an-
other record last month with 
an unemployment rate of 3.2%, 
down from 3.7% in December 

2018, state Com-
missioner of La-
bor Mark Butler 
reported Thursday.

The state hit re-
cord low unem-
ployment for the 
second month in a 
row after tying the 
mark in October.

Those results helped Georgia 
close out 2019 on a strong note 
with an all-time high of 4.65 mil-
lion jobs. The state added just 
fewer than 70,000 jobs during 
the last 12 months, including 
4,000 in December.

“It’s kind of hard to have any 
better year than Georgia had,” 

Annual week coming up to remind Polk County residents of need to 
be aware of risks for natural disaster and how to plan for the worst

State reports 
record low 
jobless figures 
to end 2019

Mark Butler
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Breakfast for Local Businesses
Chamber’s Annual Member Appreciation Breakfast 

brings together business leaders in Rockmart
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