
© 2019 Times-Journal Inc.

Local gas prices

Cedartown

$2.45
Rockmart

$2.57

770-748-1520

NEWS/SPORTS
KMyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

CLASSIFIEDS
BEasterwood@polkstandardjournal.com

LEGAL ADS
SJLegals@polkstandardjournal.com

ADVERTISING
SHouston@polkstandardjournal.com

www.polkstandardjournal.com

INDEX
A4 Commentary

A7  Obituaries

A10 Lifestyle

A10 Events Calendar

A12 Entertainment

B1 Sports

The Polk County

A Combined edition of the Cedartown Standard and the Rockmart Journal

PROGRESSIVELY MEETING THE NEEDS OF POLK COUNTY SINCE 1869

Wednesday, June 12, 2019 ���������������������������  CEDARTOWN ♦ ROCKMART ♦ ARAGON  ��������������������   Volume 150 ♦ Number 24 ♦ 75¢

Standard Journal

Contact:

Area Calendar 

of Events

The Cedartown Farm-
er’s Market has a new 
location and time for 
the 2019 season. Market-
goers are invited to come 
out to the corner of Ware 
and South Main Street 
in Cedartown starting on 
Tuesday, June 18 from 1 
to 5 p.m. Additional dates 
and times will be forth-
coming. Contact Five 
Cedars Farm to partici-
pate at 678-246-1216 to 
learn more about becom-
ing a vendor.

Crossfactor Church in 
Rockmart is hosting a 
three-day celebration to 
mark their official open-
ing weekend coming up 
June 21 through June 
23. The church located 
at 1057 Nathan Dean 
Bypass in Rockmart will 
start with Friday night 
worship at 7 p.m., a Sat-
urday at 7 p.m. evening 
with Bishop Alana Mush-
egan, Pastor of East West 
Church, and 10 a.m. ser-
vices on Sunday with Pas-
tor Todd Williams. All are 
welcome to join next to 
the Walgreens and Little 
Caesars in the Triangle 
Shopping Center.

Rockmart First UMC 
and Rockmart Presby-
terian are having a joint 
VBS, June 17 through 
June 21st, 2019, 9 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. “Jesus, My 
Friend” is the theme. 
Songs, Skits, Bible Stories, 
Art and Crafts for chil-
dren age 3 through 5th 
grade. All VBS activities 
will be at Rockmart First 
UMC. Call RFUMC office, 
770-684-6251 or Rock-
mart Presbyterian Church 
office, 770-684-6289, for 
more information.

See CALENDAR, A10

Staff reports

Best of Polk awards are back 
and we’re adding a new feature 
we think you’ll like.

We are adding a nomination 
period this year for Best of Polk. 
Nominations will be accepted at 
thebestofpolk.com starting today 
through midnight on July 14. There 
will also be a link to the website 
on the top tab of the homepage 
during the nomination period.

Each person will get one nom-
ination per email per day. This 
year’s categories include: shopping, 
services, real estate and finance, 
kids and education, health and 
wellness, beauty, food and drinks, 
auto and recreational vehicles, 
entertainment as well as recreation.

Businesses with the most nomi-
nations will move on to the vot-
ing round which will take place 
August 28 through September 
20. Another change this year is 
we won’t be using paper ballots 
but we will run a sample ballot 
inside today’s paper directing you 
to the nomination website.

For more information, call the 
newspaper advertising depart-
ment at 770-748-1520 Extension 
3, or email shouston@npco.com.

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

The final stages of planning 
are underway for the 42nd 
annual Homespun Festival in 
Rockmart coming up on the 
weekend of July 19 and 20, and 
this year promises to provide a 
lot of fun for the community.

Veteran vendors and new 
additions alike are coming to 
Seaborn Jones Park this sum-
mer for the two-day festival, 
organized by the Polk County 
Chamber of Commerce as a fun-
draiser for the organization.

This year, the festival sees 
the return of several veteran 
vendors along with a partic-
ular fun ride through the air. 
Chamber Executive Director 
Blair Elrod reported that so long 
as the weather stays clear, there 
are plans for the return of heli-
copter rides to Homespun 2019.

Additionally, the festival will 
have several family-friendly 
attractions including a face 
painter, petting zoo, several 
rides, inflatable obstacle course, 
water walkers and two bungee 
jumps.

Staff reports

WinShape was back at Rockmart 
High School in Polk County, bring-
ing local youth the opportunity to 
start their summer off with fun 
activities and more in the second 
annual week-long event.

The camp is part of the Win-
Shape Camps for Communities 
effort to provide children with day 
camp experiences for youth rang-
ing from kindergarten to eighth 
grades. Counselors are brought in 
as volunteers who take part in the 
five-day event at Rockmart High 
School, and this year they had fun 
with 215 local youth.

Organized locally by the Chick-
fil-A of Rockmart with the help of 
community partners, the camp pro-
vides youth with recreation, arts, 
Bible study and worship packed 
together over five days. 

Parents like Crystal Turner were 
happy to have the opportunity to 
give their child the experience. 

”This week has been a fun and 
exciting week for my daughter, 

Emmalyn. I get excited just hear-
ing her tell me all about her day 
when I pick her up,” she said. “She 
tells me about the games, skills, 
cheers, and the lessons that were 
discussed during the day. As I am 
waiting in line to pick her up, I read 
the daily sheet. And wow, I can feel 
the spirit move.”

”It’s an amazing message that 
is being shared at WinShape! I 
am excited Emmalyn is getting to 
experience it this year and she is 
already looking forward to next 
year!” Turner added. 

Others like Audra Wigley said 
the camp “was the perfect way to 
start our summer.”

“My daughter absolutely loved 
camp and will be attending every 
year,” she said.

Chick-fil-A owner Zach Thomas 
said he was thankful to sponsors 
who helped fund the event, and took 
part in the camp’s second year in 
Polk County last week from June 
3 through June 7.

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.

com

Cedartown’s city hall will 
play host to the Georgia 
Department of Transporta-
tion in coming weeks as they 
are planning an open house 
over a new bridge replace-
ment project.

The small bridge over Skee-
ter Creek on North Main 
Street just past the intersec-
tion with West Girard Avenue 
is due for a replacement, and 
the open house will specifi-
cally be over how GDOT plans 
to detour traffic around con-
struction work for the dura-
tion of the project.

The Thursday, June 27 
open house planned to allow 
the public to hear about plans 
and ask questions and make 
comment will run from 5 

to 7 p.m. City officials are 
encouraging business own-
ers in the proposed construc-
tion zone north of West Girard 
and south of the intersection 
of Vance Avenue.

GDOT specifically wants 
to hear from the public 
and specifically business 
owners in the area around 
the bridge about proposed 
detours around construc-
tion, and how those might 

impact traffic and commerce 
through the area.

The open house is planned 
to be informal, and they plan 
to make no presentation on 
the project specifically. How-
ever, a court reporter will be 
on hand to take down public 
comments, and those who 
want to make written state-
ments can send them onward 
to GDOT until Thursday, July 
11. They ask all comments be 

mailed to Eric Duff, the State 
Environmental Administra-
tor at the Georgia Depart-
ment of Transportation at 600 
W. Peachtree St. NW — 16th 
floor, Atlanta, Ga., 30308.

Accommodations for those 
with disabilities can be made 
by calling ahead to Joseph 
Ciavarro at 678-721-5257.

Documents available on 
the GDOT website state the 
bridge is in fair condition 
overall and the deck in good 
condition, but the 81-year-
old structure was built with a 
“H-15 vehicle, which is below 
current design standards.”

Construction isn’t slated to 
start anytime soon, but when 
they do they plan to not just 
replace the bridge with one 
meeting current standards. 
GDOT is also planning to 

By John Bailey
JBailey@RN-T.com

A letter from Floyd 
County District Attorney 
Leigh Patterson stated 
four law enforcement offi-
cers involved in the shoot-
ing death of a Cedartown 
woman who fired a pistol 
at them were justified in 
their actions.

The shooting incident 
which killed Kimberley Rae 
McCann took place on May 
7, 2018, at the intersection 
of U.S. 411 and the Ga. 1 
Loop and involved two Floyd 
County police officers, one 
sheriff’s deputy and a Geor-
gia State Patrol trooper.

The letter sent to Floyd 
County Sheriff Tim Bur-
khalter, Floyd County 

Police Department Chief 
Mark Wallace and Col. 
Mark McDonough, the 
commissioner of the Geor-
gia Department of Public 
Safety, on April 23 stated 
there was no evidence from 
a GBI investigation to sup-
port any form of criminal 
prosecution.

The letter not only dis-
cussed the shooting itself 

but also a conflict between 
McCann and police in Polk 
County the day earlier at her 
home where she had acted 
very erratically.

According to the letter 
and a Floyd County Police 
Department Firearms 
Review Board finding:

She had told a Veterans 
Administration crisis cen-
ter counselor “she wanted 
to kill herself, that she had 
weapons, and if the police 
came to her home that she 
would shoot them.”

The counselor told a 

Polk County officer they 
had calmed her down and 
got her to agree to a safety 
plan and to follow up with 
a doctor.

On the day of the shoot-
ing, a Cave Spring police 
officer noted McCann speed-
ing through a school zone 
in her Toyota truck and 
attempted a traffic stop. 
She didn’t stop and at one 
point ran over stop sticks 
damaging at least one tire 
on her vehicle.

Youth enjoy Camp 
Winshape at RHS

Meeting coming soon on bridge replacement

DA, review board clear officers in fatal shooting

Nomination 
period now 
open for Best 
of Polk awards

Homespun 
planning for 
July event closer 
to completion

Devin Forbus

Activit ies had campers getting 
drenched during WinShape Camp at 
Rockmart High School. It was all part 
of the fun and games for a week dur-
ing the annual camp.

Kevin Myrick

GDOT officials are planning to replace a bridge over a tribu-
tary of Cedar Creek on North Main Street in Cedartown.

Devin Forbus

The competition got fierce between teams at WinShape Camp during a week of fun at Rockmart High School.

The letter, based on a GBI investigation, states that all four 
officers took appropriate action in a dangerous situation.

Nominations run from 
June 12 through July 
14. Voting runs from 
on Aug. 28 through 
Sept. 20.

Entertainment line-ups 
being finalized for weekend 
event on July 19 and 20

See LETTER, A3

See HOMESPUN, A2

See CAMP, A8

See BRIDGE, A13


