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Seven Gordon County politicians 
elected in November were officially 
sworn into office last week. Among 
those sworn in included two county 
commissioners, one county judge 
and four Gordon County Board of 
Education members.

Becky Hood, R-District 4, and 
Chad Steward, R-District 2, both 
who were incumbents on the Gor-
don County Board of Commission-
ers, were re-elected to serve another 
term and were sworn in by Judge 
John Richie Parker on Thursday. 

Hood, the chairwoman on the 
board, ran unopposed during the 
election. Steward ran against Dem-
ocrat Arthene Bressler; Steward 

received 82 percent of votes while 
Bressler received 18 percent. 

Chief Judge David Smith was 

sworn in to serve on the seventh 
Superior Court District of Geor-
gia. Smith serves alongside Judges 

Suzanne H. Smith, Carey Nelson and 
Scott Smith. Smith was appointed 
to the Superior Court in 2001, was 
elected in 2002 and has been re-
elected every four years since. 

In addition to these officials 
being sworn in, the county school 
board gained two new members 
and retained two other incumbents. 
Board members are elected to four-
year terms on a staggered two-year 
election cycle. In 2018, there were 
four seats up for election: posts 1, 
3, 5 and 7. 

The two incumbent members 
were Dana Stewart, R-Post 3, and 
Charlie Walraven, R-Post 1. Stew-
art earned more than 80 percent of 
votes in November. She ran against 
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The long-awaited opening 
of Calhoun’s newest taco 
franchise finally arrived 
on Friday, and cars were 
lined up on Ga. 53 in order 
to get in line at Del Taco’s 
drive-thru. The inside of the 
new building was equally 
as packed, with a line of 
customers waiting to place 
their order at the counter.

Since Taco Bell’s fire in 
July, Calhoun has been 

lacking a quick and con-
venient option for tacos and 
burritos. Yet, since August, 
a new plan has been in the 
works. Construction on 
the new Del Taco build-
ing, 250 E. Ga. 53, began 
in August according to Co-
Owner Billy Jensen, and 
is located across the road 
from the Taco Bell.

“Even though we had 
some weather delays, we 
were able to hit our target,” 
Jensen said. “Today was 
the day we were planning 

to open, so we’re thank-
ful we were able to make 
it happen.”

On their first day of busi-
ness on Friday, the restau-
rant was packed with fami-
lies, individuals and busi-
ness professionals on their 
lunch breaks.

“We’ve had a lot of com-
ments from older people 
about the Del Taco that 
used to be here, and they’re 
just excited we’re here,” 
Co-Owner Tom Getz said. 
“And the little kids have 

seen the building go up, so 
they’ve been bugging their 
parents to come when the 
doors open.”

Getz thinks the timing 
of this opening is good for 
business, especially with 
their biggest competi-
tor currently being under 
construction.

“Taco Bell fans can give 
us a chance and compare 
us,” said Getz. “Our prod-
ucts are a bit fresher and 
a little bit better quality I 
believe. I think they’ll like 
what they get.”

Jensen and Getz both 
agreed that they feel well 
prepared for their open-
ing and they have confi-
dence that their staff team 
will do a good job. They’ve 
hired mostly staff from the 
Calhoun area, though their 
general manager is from 

Dalton, and the Del Taco 
corporate office sent in 9 
managers – 6 from Cali-
fornia and 3 from Atlanta 
– to help with the first few 
weeks of business. 

“We’re excited to be 
here,” Getz said. “We love 
Calhoun. It’s a great town.”

The franchise’s three 
owners, Billy Jensen, Tom 
Getz, and James Shepherd, 
who previously owned the 
Little Caesars Pizza on Bel-
mont Drive, are excited to 
be working with Del Taco 
and have a development 
agreement to open more 
locations in the North-
west Georgia region. The 
Calhoun location is their 
first franchise, and they 
have been looking at open-
ing restaurants in Rome, 
Cartersville, Dalton and 
Chattanooga.
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The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our 

Young Artists section� Pictures of 

artwork can be emailed to Manag-

ing Editor Spencer Lahr at SLahr@

CalhounTimes�com� Please keep 

photos in their original format and 

do not alter them� Also, be sure to 

include the name of student, their 

grade and the school they attend� 

Young  
Artists

H H H H H H H VOTE  H H H H H H H H

Scott Tidwell
State House - January 8

Committed Christian Conservative
H Republican H

H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H
PAID FOR BY TIDWELL4HOUSE

75¢

© <TALyr> 
Times-

Journal Inc�

Staff reports

Recommendations for mandating 
longer summers have been approved 
by the Senate Study Committee explor-
ing the impact that later start dates 
would have on Georgia’s public schools. 

Such recommendations include man-
dating that public schools would start 
within seven to 10 days before Labor 

Day and end the academic year 
around June 1.

The 11-member commit-
tee – consisting of state sena-
tors, one member of the school 
state board, and representa-
tives from Georgia business, 
travel and tourism industries – 
voted 9-0 to recommend guide-
lines for local school boards 
to attend to when organizing 
their calendars. The recommendations 
are not binding unless the General 
Assembly passes then in a bill next 
legislative session. 

One of the committees’ reasons 
for these changes in school calendars 
includes its impact on state tourism 

and travel industries. 
In addition, there are 
observations that fre-
quent breaks through-
out the year – such 
as those that metro 
Atlanta schools have 
started to adopt – are 
leaving poorer fami-
lies struggling to find 
childcare and nutri-

tional meals for those who rely on free 
and reduced services.

Gordon County Superintendent 
Susan Remillard said nutrition is 
a huge factor in how she and her 
board try to organize their calendar.

“Every student at Gordon County 

Schools is receiving free 
breakfast, even if they’re 
late we provide something 
for them to eat,” Remillard 
said. “When I have to do 
school closings I think of 
that. When some students 
might be missing breakfast 
and lunch, their nutrition 
won’t be the same.”

With regards to the rec-
ommendations, Calhoun Superin-
tendent Michele Taylor said Calhoun 
schools already start fairly late com-
pared to surrounding districts. She said 
while it would be another factor for 

Georgia Senate considers requiring schools to schedule longer summers
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Del Taco brimming with 
customers on opening day
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Tom Getz, one of the owners of the new Del Taco on Ga� 
53, says he and the other owners are excited to finally open 
this location and plan to open more in the Northwest Geor-
gia region� / Alexis Draut

On its opening day, Del Taco has bumper to bumper traffic lined up on Ga� 53 of drivers 
waiting to get in line at the drive thru� / Alexis Draut

 ♦  Senate Study Committee 
approves recommendations 
to reorganize state public 
schools’ calendars to reflect 
longer summer breaks.

Eddie Hall (left) who has a past serving with schools and is married to a 
teacher, is honored to be serving on the Gordon County Board of Education� 
Kacee Smith (right) is excited to serve on the Gordon County Board of Edu-
cation post following his swearing in on Thursday� / Alexis Draut


