
David Carroll:

Paul said

it would

be like this

Story on page C2

Wednesday, January 31, 2018

Vol. 65, No. 5 • Three sections, 24 pages • 7513 Nashville Street, Ringgold, Ga. • 706-935-2621

To report

news or

for home

delivery,

call

935-2621

75 cents

Email: catoosacountynews@npco.com Website: catoosawalkernews.com

INDEX
Calendar A9

Church A8-9

Classified C2

Crossword B7

Editorial A4

Kids page C1

Legals C4

Obituaries A2

Sheriff’s report A7

Sports B1

Heritage Middle 
School Academic 
Bowl Team first in 
regionals, goes to 

state. Story on
page A6.

Ringgold approves 
downloadable app 

for city maintenance 
issues. Story on 

page A5.

For the
latest 
on local 
news, 
visit our 
website at
catoosawalkernews.com.

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

Less than a week 
after two men allegedly 
robbed a Ringgold 
gas station with guns 
in hand, the suspects 
have been arrested in 
Tennessee, thanks to 
a manhunt conducted 
by multiple law 
enforcement agencies.

According to the 
Ringgold Police 
Department, two men 
identified as Dewayne 
Lee Halfacre and 
Timothy Howell, both 
of Tennessee, walked 
into the Mapco Mart 
convenience store at 
the corner of U.S. 41 
and Ga. 151 just after 2 
a.m. Monday morning, 
Jan. 22, and threatened 
the clerk with semi-
automatic handguns.

Chief Dan Bilbrey 
says the men pulled 
out their weapons and 
demanded cash and 
cigarettes, but that the 
haul wasn’t quite what 
they expected.

“They went in armed, 
and only got about $26 
in cash and the cartons 
of cigarettes,” Bilbrey 
said. “Both men have a 
criminal history.”

Immediately 
following the incident, 
the store clerk said 
the men jumped into a 
dark-colored passenger 
vehicle and took off 
northbound on U.S. 41.

The clerk was 
unharmed during the 
incident.

While detectives 
were investigating the 
case, the 52-year-old 
Howell was arrested 
later in the day on Jan. 
22 in Marion County, 
Tenn., while Halfacre 
continued to elude 
authorities.

While Halfacre was 
on the run, authorities 
in Rutherford 
County, Tenn., linked 
the two men to the 
armed robbery of the 
Almaville Market near 
Smyrna, Tenn., on 
Friday, Jan. 19.

Authorities say the 
two are also suspects in 
multiple other crimes 
throughout the area 
over the past week.

On Tuesday, Jan. 23, 
Halfacre was added to 
the Tennessee Bureau 
of Investigation’s (TBI) 
10 Most Wanted List.

Schools in the 
Whitwell area of Marion 
County, Tenn., were 
on “soft lockdown”  
Wednesday and 
Thursday while the 
manhunt was ongoing 
for Halfacre.

Halfacre was finally 
arrested on Friday 
morning, Jan. 26 after 
TBI agents tracked 
his whereabouts to a 
location in Whitwell. He 
is currently being held 
in the Marion County 
jail.

Dewayne Lee Halfacre 
(left) and Timothy 
“Timbo” Howell
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By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

This month, the 
final touches were 
put on a long-term 
building and renovation 
project at Lakeview-
Fort Oglethorpe High 
School.

It started several 

years ago when 

ESPLOST IV funds 

provided the school 

with a new performance 

gymnasium, redesigned 

media center, 

expanded cafeteria, 

updated office area 

and front entrance, 

new visitor restrooms 

and concessions, new 

flooring, a new roof and 

doors, and fresh paint.
ESPLOST V has 

provided funds to 
finish the project – new 
bleachers, a press box 
and a new track in the 
athletic fields area – 
and finally, the new 
sign.

If you’ve passed the 
school recently, you’ve 
almost certainly seen 
the 25-foot-tall sign 
sporting the school’s 
logo of an Indian 
Warrior head. Two 
giant red feathers, 
measuring 13½ feet 
from top to bottom, add 

The 25-foot-tall sign sports the school’s logo of an 
Indian Warrior head. Two red feathers, measuring 
13½ feet from top to bottom, add to the dramatic 
effect. (Catoosa News photo/Tamara Wolk)

A feather in the cap

of LFO High School

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

The city of Fort 
Oglethorpe has 
approved the purchase 
of new uniforms for 
its police department, 
which will give officers 
the luxury of more 
maneuverable material 
to work in.

During the Jan. 22 
City Council meeting, 
Chief Mike Helton 

explained that the 
department has been 
evaluating the potential 
uniform change since he 
was hired last year.

“It’s been 2002 
since the department 
purchased uniforms. 
We’ve been wearing the 
same thing out there, 
but that’s not reason 
for the change,” Helton 
said. “Our uniform is 
attractive, we have a 

sharp-looking uniform. 
But we received quite 
a few officers when I 
first arrived that asked 
if we could review 
these uniforms, could 
we relook at them. We 
appointed a committee 
to study these uniforms. 
There are departments 
around us that have 
changed uniforms three 
times and still can’t find 
what they like.”

Helton says he 
appointed four people 
to the committee: Lt. 
John McGrath and 
three other officers. The 
officers then looked into 
several options, wore 
five different uniforms 
to try them out, and 
narrowed down what 
they liked the most and 
presented it in a report.

The Fort Oglethorpe Police Department has 
decided to change its uniforms over to a material 
that is more maneuverable for officers. Lt. John 
McGrath (left) wears the planned new uniform, 
while officer Tyler Crosby is in the current uniform. 
(Catoosa News photo/Adam Cook)

Fort Oglethorpe Police Chief Mike Helton discusses 
new uniforms for his department during the Jan. 22 
City Council meeting. (Catoosa News photo/Adam 
Cook)

Fort Oglethorpe police to upgrade uniforms

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

The city of Fort Oglethorpe 
has been awarded a $3 million 
loan through the Georgia 
Environmental Finance 
Authority (GEFA) to help with 
its planned sewer infrastructure 
upgrades.

During the Jan. 22 City 
Council meeting, City Manager 
Jennifer Payne-Simpkins 
explained that the city’s sewer 
system will need upgrades in 
the near future, and that she 
and city staff have secured a 
way to help alleviate some of 
the financial stress surrounding 
those projects.

“The city is going to 
incur some expenses due 
to our Chattanooga, Tenn., 
intergovernmental agreement on our sewer 
system,” Payne-Simpkins said. “We applied for 
a $3 million low-interest loan through GEFA a 
couple of months ago, and I’m happy to report that 
the city of Fort Oglethorpe is receiving up to $3 
million worth of low-interest loans.” 

In 2017, the city struck a new agreement with 
the city of Chattanooga regarding treatment of 
its waste water. The agreement includes more 
expensive penalties for flow rate overages. Fort 

Oglethorpe’s transmission 
system, wastewater collection, 
and flow rate monitoring were 

also evaluated resulting in 

the payment of over $330,000 

in recalculated waste water 

overages for 2015-2016.

The infrastructure upgrades 

are a way of making the city’s 

sewer system more efficient, 

and doing so through a GEFA 
loan will offer the city financial 
flexibility due to the low-interest 
nature of the loan.

“We only get the loan if we 
expend the money, so if we don’t 
need it, we don’t have to get 
it,” Payne-Simpkins said. “It’s 
an 0.89-percent interest rate, 
which is unbelievable for a 20-
year term. We’re very excited 
about having these resources to 

help us offset the expense of doing our inflow and 
infiltration projects.”

Payne-Simpkins said two pump stations will 
also be replaced as part of the system overhaul. 

“We are planning to replace two pump stations 
with these funds; the Fever Road pump station, 
which is 25 years old, and the Westside #2 pump 
station is over 30 years old,” she explained. “Both 
are in need of replacement, and this loan will 
allow us to do that affordably.”

Fort Oglethorpe City Manager 
Jennifer Payne-Simpkins 

discusses the details of the $3 
million loan for work on the city’s 
sewer system during the Jan. 22 
City Council meeting. (Catoosa 

News photo/Adam Cook)

Fort Oglethorpe awarded $3 million loan for sewer upgrades

Uniforms, page A3

LFO, page A3

Tigers, Warriors    

battle in instant 

hoops classic in  

Fort Oglethorpe.

Sports, page B1


