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Robert Blakemore on Friday, 
Oct. 18, announced his candidacy 
for the District 1 seat on the Walk-

er County Board of 
Commissioners.

County residents 
voted to expand the 
current sole county 
commissioner po-
sition to a board of 
five commissioners 
beginning in Janu-
ary 2021. An elec-
tion will be held in 

November 2020. The chairman 
of the Board of Commissioners 
will remain a full-time position, 
while the other four positions will 
be part-time.

“I am a father of five, husband to 
the love of my life, softball coach, 
truck driver and auctioneer,” Blake-
more said.

“I have decided to run for Dis-
trict 1 commissioner. After much 
thought and consideration, I know 
that I could be a positive change 

By Catherine Edgemon
CEdgemon@WalkerMessenger.com

Brian Hart will run next year for 
the District 3 seat on the Walker 

County Board of 
Commissioners.

Hart, who oper-
ates a cattle farm in 
Villanow, said he is 
seeking the office 
so that he can give 
back to the com-
munity where he 
was raised.

Hart has lived in Walker County 
since his family to Walker County 
in 1978, with the exception of his 
deployment.

Hart served in the U.S. Army 
Reserves in the Corps of Engi-
neers for more than 30 years, 
retiring in 2015 with the rank of 
command sergeant major. He was 
deployed three times to Iraq and 
also served in Central America.

During this same time, he was 
also employed as construction 
superintendent for the Dalton-
Whitfield Solid Waste Authority 
and building inspector for the 
city of Dalton. He retired from 
that position in 2018.

A 1985 graduate of LaFayette 
High School and 1988 graduate 
of Southern Polytechnic State 

By Catherine Edgemon
CEdgemon@WalkerMessenger.com

Few Chickamauga and Rossville 
residents have cast their ballots 
early for the upcoming munici-
pal elections.

As of Friday morning, only 58 
of Rossville’s 1,939 registered 
voters, or roughly 3%, had voted 
early in the Nov. 5 election, re-
ported Walker County Director of 
Elections and Registration Dani-
elle Montgomery.

In Chickamauga, 49 of 1,958 reg-
istered voters, or 2.5 perce, had 
cast ballots early, Chickamauga 
registrar Joanne Lawson said.

Voter turnout is historically 
lower in odd-year municipal elec-
tions than for even years when 
federal and/or state candidates 
are also on the ballot.

Rossville

Teddy Harris, who serves as 
Rossville’s full-time mayor and 
has a retail business, seeks re-
election against Gary M. Ander-

son, who is retired.
Four candidates are compet-

ing for two at-large seats on the 
Rossville City Council; the two 
candidates who garner the most 
votes will be elected.

The candidates are incumbent 
Michael Hicks, a property man-

ager; Larry Rose, who operates 
a motorcycle repair shop; Hal 
Gray Jr., who is self-employed; 
and Anthony Robinson, who is 
in car sales.

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

On Thursday evening, 
Oct. 25, the Wilson Road 
Neighborhood Group host-
ed a town hall meeting 
at New Covenant Bap-
tist Church in Rossville 
to which they invited all 
the candidates running 
for mayor and council in 
Rossville.

Three of the six candidates 
attended: Gary Anderson, 
who is running for mayor 
and told the audience he is 
a retired banker; Michael 
Hicks, the incumbent who 
is running for council; and 
Larry Rose, owner or Rose 
Powersport, who is run-
ning for council.

Jason Walker moder-

ated the hour-long ques-
tion-and-answer session.

The first question Walker 
posed to candidates had 

to do with crime in Ross-
ville: how would they ad-
dress the problem?

Rose said that he has 

been a victim of crime in 
the city – his shop has 
been shot at and a window 
shattered with a bullet. 
He said crime is a major 
problem in the city and 
that there is a tendency 
to whitewash it.

Rose cited information 
he said he got from a web-
site called neighborhood-
scout.com that compiles 
statistics for investors and 
others. According to Rose, 
the website said that Ross-
ville has one of the highest 
crime rates in the country. 
There’s a one in nineteen 
chance of becoming a vic-
tim of a violent or prop-
erty crime in Rossville, 
Rose said.

By Mary Catherine O’Bryant
MOBryant@WalkerMessenger.com

Lisa Jackson Heyer of LaFay-
ette was named Walker County 
Citizen of the Year at the Walker 
County Gala on Oct. 26.

Heyer heads up the Honeybee 
Metric-Century Bicycle Ride and 
wrote a book about addiction, 
“Endurance Race of Life and Ad-
diction: Race for Your Life.” She 
is also an agent at Better Homes 
and Garden Jackson Realty.

“Lisa always has Walker Coun-

ty on her mind and in her heart,” 
said Sharon Gottlieb, who the 
award to Heyer.

Heyer is a strong advocate for 
Walker County; she has been in-
volved with Walker Rocks, a lo-
cal tourism initiative, and with 
the Walker County Chamber of 
Commerce, Gottlieb said. She is 
a graduate of Leadership Walk-
er County.

This year’s recipient of Citi-
zen of the Year helps make the 

BALLOT BLUES
Chickamauga, Rossville: turnouts low for local races

Rossville candidates hold town hall Q&A

Heyer named Walker Citizen of the Year

Robert 
Blakemore 
running for 
County seat

Brian Hart 
running for 
County seat

Jim Hill

Rossville candidates (from left) Larry Rose (council), 
Gary Anderson (mayor), and Michael Hicks (council) 
participated in a town hall meeting hosted by the Wilson 
Road Neighborhood Group on Oct. 25.

Catherine Edgemon

Walker County Director of Elections and Registration Danielle Montgomery verifies serial numbers on election 
voting machines.

Chuck Fletcher, Walker County election assistant, enters early voting ballots 
and checks signatures.

Robert 

Blakemore

CAMPAIGN KICKOFF

Robert Blakemore will 

hold a campaign kickoff 

on Saturday Nov. 2, from 

5-7 p.m. in the Rossville 

Athletic Complex at 301 

Williams St.

Brian Hart

See BLAKEMORE, A3

See HART, A3 See Q&A, A9

See TURNOUT, A11

Mary Catherine O’Bryant

Lisa Jackson Heyer, second from left, and her family celebrate her selec-
tion as Walker County Citizen of the Year on Oct. 26 during the Walker 
County Gala at the Fairyland Club. See HEYER, A11

Turn back the 
clock: Daylight Sav-
ing Time ends at 
2 a.m. on Sunday, 
Nov. 3


