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Join the members of the 
Cavalry Assembly of God in 
Cedartown to celebrate 50 
years of faithful ministry 
conducted by the Rev. Jerry 
and Carole Buttrum this 
Sunday, July 29 from 11 
a.m. to 12 p.m., with lunch 
following. The church is 
located at 300 Canal St., 
Cedartown. 

Take part now in helping 
local youth continue their 
education by purchasing a 
ticket today for the Mamie 
Hammock Scholarship 
Banquet, coming up on 
Aug. 25. The event starts 
at 6 p.m. at the Cedar 
Lake Christian Center 
in Cedartown. Tickets 
are $20, and can be 
purchased from April 
Welch by calling 678-988-
1499, or contacting Estella 
McDermott at 706-506-
8924.

The Bold and Beautiful 
Red Hatters is hosting 
“A Journey in Time,” 
and strap on some high 
buttoned shoes for a family 
fun night on Saturday, 
Sept. 15 at 7 p.m. at the 
Polk County College and 
Career Academy campus 
at Cedartown High School. 
Tickets are $15. Wear 
the best costume from 
the 1860s to 1960s and 
be eligible to win prizes. 
Dance the night away with 
Dink Wilkes acting as DJ. 
Call Queen Patricia Smith 
Cannon at 770-546-4717 
or Queen Sheila Angel at 
770-883-3201 for more or 
the purchase tickets. All 
proceeds will be used for 
charitable giving. 

Come hungry for the 
American Legion Post 12’s 

See CALENDAR, A12

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

The City of Aragon has a new interim 
police chief, and the force is down to 
only three staff members after the 
most recent officer in charge Brad 
Loyd turned in his resignation. 

Loyd came into work to start the 
week on June 16 and handed in a 
letter of resignation to Mayor Garry 

Baldwin, who afterward said that he 
had no clue the move was coming. 

“It beats me (why he quit),” Baldwin 
said. “I’m still trying to figure it out.” 

But by the end of the Aragon City 
Council meeting on Thursday night, 
July 19, an answer was provided for 
why both Loyd and Aragon’s K-9 
Officer Gene Brown had both resigned 
from their positions. 

By the end of that meeting, what 
started as questioning of the interim 
chief Allison Taulbee devolved into a 
shouting match between the council 
and Baldwin over why the two officers 
left their jobs, and whether it was 
voluntary or not.

Taulbee, appointed by Baldwin 

earlier last week when Loyd turned 
in his resignation, was asked about her 
past experience and how long of a gap 
she had in her law enforcement career 
after she admitted leaving the Rome 
Police Department via a resignation 
to avoid termination in 2017. 

She’d recently joined the Aragon 
Police Department in 2017 as a part 
time officer, and fully joined the force 
when she took over a full time position 
in April. 

She added that she had a lot of plans 
for working to protect both current 
and new residents of the city, and 
went over her law enforcement career 
that spans more than a decade and a 
half in several departments. She also 

earned a degree in criminal justice. 
Taulbee at one point during her 

statement and questioning by the 
council addressed her resignation 
from the Rome Police Department, 
and gap in employment as a peace 
officer. She said that she was being 
written up for failing to respond fast 
enough to a call for an officer needing 
assistance in 2012, and chose to resign. 

“They felt I didn’t respond quickly 
enough,” she explained, and added 
that audio and video from the incident 
was available for review by the council 
if necessary. 

She also talked about her work 

 ♦  Aragon mayor, council 
argue over Chief, K-9 
handler departures

Fired or resigned?

From staff reports

The halfway point of the summer 
has come and gone as Homespun 
2018 wrapped up a weekend of all 
kinds of fun for all in Rockmart. 

Now that the fireworks show has 
finished, and the duck race ran its 
course through a small stretch of 
Euharlee Creek, everyone now has 
to face the coming heat and hope the 
brief wisp of autumn air on the way 
will last more than a few seconds. 

It was slightly cooler than the 
normal summer heat on Friday 
evening for the start of the 41st annual 
celebration, with quite a number of 
booths ready for local residents and 
visitors alike to peruse. 

“We had 89 vendors for this year’s 
Homespun, which is a new record,” 
Polk County Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director Blair Elrod said. 

She did add that an early morning 
storm blew through just in time for 
the festival to continue. Usually 
organizers are dreading and then 
contending with rain showers during 
the event. 

“We’re thankful the storm passed 
and it wasn’t during festival hours,” 
she said. “It was great to see everyone 
out and enjoying Homespun.” 

She added her additional thanks to 
all the volunteers, officials, vendors 

and others who put in countless hours 
of work to help make the festival a 
success. 

Though Friday night is always fun 
at Homespun, it was Saturday that 
really drew the crowd. 

It kicked off with the annual 
Homespun 5K in downtown 
Rockmart. 

Then came the annual Homespun 
Parade featuring a show from the 
Shriners, local youth and plenty of 
vehicles behind it was headed up 
by Grand Marshals Garry Baldwin 
and Ken Suffridge, the current and a 
former Mayor of the City of Aragon. 

That then gave way to the opening 
act of the day, dancers from Ballet 
Garden showing off their moves to 
the Homespun audience around the 
stage, along with numerous other 
bands and singers who provided 
entertainment throughout the day, 
at least until the 2 p.m. duck race. 

People lined Euharlee Creek to see 
the event put on as a fundraiser by 
the Rotary Club of Polk County, held 
as a fundraiser for the organization 
who then contributes to a variety of 
local causes. 

The number that matched the ticket 
for the first duck in won $1,000, and 
$100 went to the winning ticket that 
matched the final duck across the 
finish line. Harold McDurmon won 

first place with his winning ticket with 
the $1,000 duck, and Terry Ganoe 
won $100 with his ticket earning 
him the last duck in. 

Additional concerts continued 
through the afternoon until Redneck 
Romeos took the stage to wrap up 
Homespun in Seaborn Jones Park, 
but the event really was capped off 

A lot of fun at Homespun

Above: Fireworks downtown lit up the sky to end the 2018 Homespun Festival. Below: Hundreds of rubber ducks 
flew into Euharlee Creek for the annual Rotary Club Duck Race. / Kevin Myrick

Current, former 
employees of 
Aragon speak 

out about 
Mayor

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Several current Aragon 
employees - who have asked 
to remain anonymous - have 
joined the list of former Aragon 
workers complaining about the 
city’s mayor and his management 
practices.

The grievances, for the 
most part, mirror those of city 
employees who have already left 
their jobs saying Mayor Garry 
Baldwin targeted them and 
forced them to resign in order 
to avoid a bad review placed in 
their file. 

This practice has caused 
a hostile work environment, 
they say, and causing workers 
to fear they’ll be the mayor’s next 
target if they disagree with him 
in any way.

Several described his actions 
as “micro managing,” bullying 
and even goes so far as to watch 
them on security cameras on a 
daily basis. 

Another said that “every 

County 
Commission 
votes down 
airport task 

order

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

What will happen with 
the county’s airport runway 
extension project is still up in 
the air at press time after the 
Board of Commissioners voted 
3-2 to reject a work order for 
additional studies to help the 
state save money on the project. 

Commissioners Hal Floyd, 
Jose Iglesias, and Marshelle 
Thaxton voted down the new 
work order after they objected to 
use of landfill funds to shore up 
the cost of the match required by 
Polk County for the mostly state 
Department of Transportation-
funded project. 

During their July 18 meeting, 
County Manager Matt Denton 
explained the reason for the 
additional task order was to 
complete environmental and 
archeological studies to see if 
materials already on site can 
be reused to create a flat space 
and make the extension work 

Downtown Welcome Center earns regional visitor 
information distinction from state

From staff reports

There are a lot of people 
coming through the doors 
of the Cedartown Welcome 
Center every year. By count 
of officials who keep up with 
the thousands of names in 
the welcome center’s guest 
book, they put the figure at 
somewhere around 10,000 
people a year enjoying the 
city’s hospitality. 

Some drive from as close 
as Marietta or Tallapoosa, 
and some as far away 
as Lyon, France, and 
Vancouver, Canada.

 Whether it’s stopping 
in for a map of the Silver 
Comet Trail, picking up a 
local events calendar, or just 
popping in for a cold drink of 
water, the Welcome Center 
serves as a hub of hospitality 
and information. And that 
hub just got a little larger – 
not in physical size, but in 
networking opportunities 

a n d  c o m m u n i t y 
partnerships.

The Cedartown Welcome 
Center was recently named 
by the State of Georgia 
Department of Economic 

Development as a Regional 
Visitor Information Center 
(RVIC). 

There are approximately 
60 RVICs in the entire State 
of Georgia, with the closest 

ones being in Douglasville 
and Cartersville. “This 
is wonderful news for 
Cedartown,” said Welcome 
Center Manager and Main 
Street Director Ramona 
Ruark. Going forward, 
Ruark explained, visitors 
and Silver Comet Trail 
riders will see new Georgia 
branded items in the center 
as part of the recognition 
which includes a plaque 
and Georgia floor mats and 
decals. The designation also 
gives Cedartown and Polk 
County the opportunity to 
provide Georgia branded 
merchandise to local 
businesses at cost.

“This is a major step 
in our goal to get more 
visitors to our beautiful 
city,” said Cedartown City 
Commissioner Dale Tuck. 
“My thanks to Ramona 
Ruark and everyone involved 

Downtown Cedartown director Ramona Ruark holds up 
new brochures being stocked at the Cedartown Welcome 
Center and Depot for visitors to pick up and utilize when 
driving around Northwest Georgia and the rest of the state. 
/ Contributed by Aimee Madden

See MAYOR, A5

 ♦ Several see “micro-
managing” and bullying 
tactics as problem, feel 
they are being targeted

See WORKERS, A6

See AIRPORT, A3

 ♦ Runway extension 
project stopped for time 
being without approval 
of environmental, 
archeological study 
work.

See VISITOR, A7

See PARADE, A10


