
Heritage junior Morgan 

Trotter is Bristal-bound 

to continue her volleyball 

career at King University.
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Christmas open house 

at alpaca farm in 

Trion Dec. 1-2. The 

TMMA Farms Christ-

mas open house will 

run from 10:30 a.m. 

to 4:30 p.m. 

each day. There is 

no admission fee. 

Story on page C1.

STRUGGLING WITH DIABETES?
We have answers

Diabetes and 
Endocrinology Center

CALL 706.278.1622  
Hamilton Diabetes & Endocrinology Center Inside Hamilton Physician GroupCatoosa Campus

Next to Zaxby’s off of Alabama Hwy in 
Ringgold

Linderman's Furniture
80 N. Three Notch Rd • Ringgold, GA 30736 • 706-937-3972

CATNAPPER POWER LIFT RECLINERS  $799

Lift Chair Benefits
• Independence.
• Multiple positions.
• Ease of mobility.
• Reduce risk of injury.

FREE 
CHAIR 

 REMOVAL

By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

Catoosa County officials will pres-
ent a 1-percent transportation sales 
tax referendum, designed to pay for 
road projects, to voters in a special 
March election.

The TPLOST (Transportation Spe-
cial Purpose Local Option Sales Tax) 
as it’s called, is essentially an extra 

tax charged when residents and oth-
ers make purchases in the county.

The money collected is then used 
to cover the cost of future transpor-
tation projects instead of having to 
commit part of the county’s budget 
to the work.

The tax will have to be placed on 
a referendum and approved by vot-
ers next year. Walker County voters 
approved the same type of tax last 

fall, while voters in Dade County 
voted “no” on such referendums last 
fall and in May of this year.

Catoosa County commissioners, 
along with officials from the cities of 
Ringgold and Fort Oglethorpe, held 
an intergovernmental work session 
and meeting Monday, Nov. 5, to dis-
cuss the matter.

County plans TSPLOST
Transportation sales tax expected to go to vote in March

Catoosa County Commission Chairman Steven Henry speaks about the planned transportation sales tax during the 
Nov. 6 Board of Commissioner’s meeting. / Adam Cook

Midterm election: Totals in Catoosa for state, local races

County 
employee 

clinic a 
success 

after a year
By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

Catoosa County officials say 
its employee health clinic has 
essentially paid for itself follow-
ing the first year of operation.

The clinic, which is located 
in the Remco Business Center 
off Boynton Drive, opened in 
October 2017 in an attempt to 
offer county employees medical 
services while also saving the 
county a significant amount 
of money on insurance costs.

County Manager Alisha 
Vaughn presented a one-
year update on the clinic to 
the Board of Commissioners on 
Oct. 16 explaining that the clinic 
has surpassed expectations.

“This is awesome. In one 
year, the clinic has paid for 
itself, which is almost unheard 
of,” Vaughn said. “I do think 
this is a pretty amazing thing 
that Catoosa has. This is 
an amazing benefit to the 
employees.”

The clinic operates with one 
medical assistant and one nurse 
practitioner and is available 
to the employees 20 hours 
per week

Vaughn says the county’s 
insurance premium was set 
to go up significantly last year, 
but that having the clinic avail-
able halted that hike in costs.

“It was going to increase by 
six percent because we are not 
self-insured. We buy insur-
ance from an outside com-
pany,” Vaughn said. “That 
six-percent increase would 
have meant an approximate 
$300,000 increase in cost. 
However, due to utilization 
of the clinic, we were able to 
provide documentation to 
United Health Care. That’s 
who we purchase our insur-
ance from, and because we 
have the clinic, we were given 
a rate pass or discount. That 
discount equaled about the cost 
of the clinic, around $300,000, 
so basically it was a wash. … 
The clinic was able to pay for 
itself in the first year.”

OVERVIEW

Ballots cast: 23,800
Registered voters: 

40,513
Voter turnout: 58.75%

STATE RACES

Governor
Brian Kemp (Republican): 
18,855 (79.48%)
Stacey Abrams 
(Democrat): 4,580 
(19.31%)
Ted Metz (Libertarian): 
287 (1.21%)
23,722 total votes cast

Lieutenant governor
Geoff Duncan 
(Republican): 18,285 
(80.08%)

Sarah Riggs Amico 
(Democrat): 4,547 
(19.92%)
22,832 total votes cast

Secretary of state
Brad Raffensperger 
(Republican): 18,262 
(78.19%)

John Barrow (Democrat): 
4,591 (19.66%)
Smythe DuVal 
(Libertarian): 502 (2.15%)
23,355 total votes cast

Attorney general
Chris Carr (Incumbent) 
(Republican): 18,713 
(80.34%)
Charlie Bailey (Democrat): 
4,580 (19.66%)
23,293 total votes cast

Commissioner of 
agriculture

Gary Black (Incumbent) 
(Republican): 18,923 
(81.35%)
Fred Swann (Democrat): 
4,339 (18.65%)
23,262 total votes cast

By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

On Saturday, Nov. 3, dozens 
of elected officials and local citi-
zens gathered at The Colonnade 
in Ringgold to honor the contri-
butions veterans and others in 
Catoosa and Walker counties have 
made to improving their commu-
nities and the world.

The “Tribute to America” event, 
conducted by the Catoosa Citi-

zens’ and Veterans’ Memorial, 
opened with an invocation by 
Walker County Sheriff Steve Wil-
son, then a posting of the colors 
by the Catoosa County Sheriff’s 
Office Color Guard. 

Ella Snider sang “The Star-
Spangled Banner” and Fort 
Oglethorpe Mayor Earl Gray 
led the audience in the “Pledge 
of Allegiance.”

‘Tribute to America’: Honoring Catoosa, Walker outstanding veterans, citizens
Honorees at the annual Catoosa 
Citizens’ and Veterans’ Memorial 
Tribute to America did not know 
they had been chosen until the 

moment it was announced at the 
event. James Thompson covers his 
mouth as he realizes he has been 
chosen as Walker County Veteran 
of the Year and his wife captures 

his reaction on her phone. 
♦

Tamara Wolk

Residents wait in line to cast their ballots at the Poplar 
Springs precinct in Catoosa County about an hour before 
the polls closed Tuesday night, Nov. 6, for the midterm 
election. There were no local contested races. / Adam Cook
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