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Area Calendar 

of Events

Mark those calendars 
now for the Holloway 
Hunny Pot Festival and 
Artisan Market coming up 
on September 7 in Cedar-
town. The day is sched-
uled for Big Spring Park 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
For more information re-
garding vendor spots for 
the forthcoming event, 
contact Aimee Madden 
at amadden@cedartown-
georgia.gov or by calling 
770-748-3220. Reminder: 
the application deadline 
is this Friday.

The Cedartown Farm-
er’s Market has a new lo-
cation and time for the 
2019 season. Market-go-
ers are invited to come 
out to the corner of Ware 
and South Main Street in 
Cedartown starting in re-
cent weeks and continu-
ing on Tuesdays from 1 to 
5 p.m. Contact Five Ce-
dars Farm to participate 
at 678-246-1216 to learn 
more about becoming a 
vendor.

Lakeview Baptist Church 
is hosting a revival start-
ing on Sunday, August 4 
and continuing through 
Saturday, August 10 at 
7:30 p.m. nightly. The 
Rev. Eddie Hughes, pas-
tor of Lakeview Baptist, 
invites the community to 
come see spiritual leaders 
from other congregations 
including Monday eve-
ning with the Rev. Tyler 
Smith, Tuesday with Rev. 
Rob Miller, Wednesday 
with Rev. Billy Chambers, 
Thursday featuring Rev. 
Clinton Green, Friday’s 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

What was originally scheduled 
to be an arraignment for a man ac-
cused of killing four people on Jan. 
24 ended when the Tallapoosa Cir-
cuit District Attorney notified the 

court he intends to 
seek the death penalty.

Daylon Delon Gam-
ble is charged with 
murder in the deaths 
of Helen Rose Mitch-
ell, 48, and Jaequnn 
Davis, 19, both of 503 
Williamson St., and of 
Arkeyla Perry, 24, and 
Dadrian Cummings, 
26, both at 319 Rome 
St. in Rockmart.

District Attorney Jack Browning 
said he filed paperwork just prior to 
the start of arraignment proceed-
ings on Monday morning, July 29 
before Superior Court Chief Judge 
Meng Lim just ahead of the start 
of the arraignment proceedings.

The arraignment was postponed 
since the judge felt Gamble’s at-
torney should be present now that 
it has become a capital case. Gam-
ble’s lawyer had previously sent 
in notice to waive his arraign-
ment, a common occurrence in 
the courtroom.

An arraignment is a criminal 
proceeding where the defendant 

Staff reports

Friday marked the first day back in 
classes for students within the Polk 
School District, and everything was 
smooth sailing for their return.

Superintendent Laurie Atkins said 
educators were excited to get back 
into the classroom with students to 
kickoff the new school year.

“We are grateful for our parents 
and community for making our first 
day a success,” Atkins said. “Your 
continued support and patience as 
we work through the implementa-
tion of additional bus routes is greatly 

Students back in 
class at Polk district

DA seeking 
death penalty 
in Rockmart 
murder case

Staff reports

Municipal elections are just over 
the horizon for Cedartown, Rock-
mart and Aragon, and those in-
terested in running for positions 
will need to get their paperwork 
together to file in a few weeks.

So far, only former Rockmart 
Council Member Sherman Ross 
has expressed an interest in run-
ning for the mayor’s seat in the 
upcoming election, and resigned 
from his seat on the city council 
as of August 1. He’ll be running to 
fill the seat being left vacated at 
year’s end by Mayor Steve Miller.

Ross declared his intentions 
earlier in the year after Miller — 
who served two terms in the seat 
— announced he was retiring at 
the end of 2018 when his time 
expired.

Ross’s 4th Ward seat will also 
be on the ballot this year for Rock-
mart voters to decide who will fill 
the now-open seat in a special 
election in November. The bal-
lot will also include 2nd and 5th 
Ward seats held by James Payne 
and Rick Stone.

Stone said he does plan to retain 
his seat in the fifth ward.

“There’s some things I’d like 
to see completed,” Stone said. 
“Obviously we’re going to have a 
new mayor this year. We also an-
ticipate at some point in the near 
future that we might have to fill 
key positions within the city ad-
ministration. We’re going to have 
some major changes and I’d like 
to see them through. Also, I have 
some things I’ve got going on that 
I’d like to see continue, and finish 
some projects — one in particu-
lar I’d like to see continue going.”

He added that “I would like 
to continue to be a conservative 
voice for the citizens of the City 

Candidate 
qualifying 
coming soon 
for municipal 
elections

Contributed

Students were met by teachers at the door as they got off the bus at Westside Elementary to start their first day 
back in the classroom for the 2019-2020 school year on Friday, August 2.

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

A lesson about the way sludge 
works in a landfill was brought 
before the County Commission in 
a special work session to cap off 
the month of July, this time with 
a focus on how the byproduct of 
wastewater treatment is impacting 
the Grady Road facility.

County officials sought out their 
expert witness and consultant Kent 
McCormick to help provide infor-
mation.

McCormick admitted right off 
that he knew some about sludge 
with his experience over the years 
in landfill operations, but he knew 
someone that would be able to help 
explain it all better than he.

His former business partner Wes 
Hulsey of Hulsey, McCormick and 
Wallace was brought in to provide 
a presentation on the interaction 
of various sludge and landfills, and 
give commissioners the opportu-
nity to ask questions to help bet-

ter understand this specific side 
of operations at the Grady Road 
Landfill.

The short answer is the experts 
think the small percentage of sludge 
buried with the trash over the past 
five years is only a small portion 

of the overall amount within. But 
the issue as a whole is more com-
plicated than that, and requires 
some explanation on the differ-
ences between sludge that went 
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See PENALTY, A3
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Commissioners learn about landfill sludge

Kevin Myrick

Wes Hulsey explains the different types of sludge and how it is processed 
to the Polk County Commission during a July 31 work session.

See SLUDGE, A6
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Operations at the Grady Road 
Landfill took a dramatic change 
back in May when a court order 
required them to go from using 
a tarp and spray on covers to six 
inches of soil each day at the site 
off Highway 278.

The hill formed by the filling of 
cells on the northeast side of the site 
is visible from the highway between 
Cedartown and Rockmart, and if 
operations continue as-is, the site 
is likely to grow in height as well.

Waste Industries’ George Gibbons, 
who manages the site, wouldn’t 

specifically comment on the re-
cord since he is involved with the 
lawsuit between his company and 
the county. He did, however, pro-
vide access and information about 
operations on the site in a recent 
tour of the landfill at the beginning 
of August.

Currently, waste is being dumped 
on the opposite slope of what’s vis-
ible from the roadway and with 
thousands of cubic yards of soil be-
ing moved in layers on a daily basis, 
space is beginning to fill up faster 
than expected. At the same time, 
employees on the site have been 
busy when the weather remains dry 
digging out a new cell set to begin 

receiving new loads of trash in the 
years to come and process the soil 
for reuse on the site.

That cell is still in the early stages 
of preparation, and will eventually 
cost millions of dollars of materials 
and man-hours to prepare as part 
of overall investment in the facil-
ity as a whole.

As heavy machines moved over 
one portion of the site, trailers 
were being emptied onto the work-
ing face of the landfill dozens of 
feet overhead. One day in the dis-
tant future, the two elevations will 
meet as one.

Landfill operations see some 
impact from daily soil cover

See LANDFILL, A2
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Cedartown High students walk back into the building on Friday morning, 
August 2 to start back the 2019-2020 school year.See STUDENTS, A9

See CALENDAR, A10


