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N e w l y  p r o m o t e d 
Rockmart Police Chief 
Randy Turner received 
a standing ovation from 
crowded council chambers 
at city hall as he took over 
the department in recent 
days. 

City council members 
and Mayor Steve Miller 
a l l  w e l c o m e d  a n d 
congratulated Turner in 
his new position as their 
February meeting came to 
a close last Tuesday.

“We look forward 
t o  C h i e f  T u r n e r ’ s 
administration, and along 
with the members of our 
police department look 
forward to him keeping the 
community safe,” Mayor 
Steve Miller said. 

Miller added his thanks 
again to former Chief 
Keith Sorrells for his 
10 year tenure over the 
department.  

Turner told council 

members and Mayor 
Steve Miller as the meeting 
was closing that he was 
thankful for the trust they 
are placing in him to lead 
the department. 

“I live in Rockmart, I’m 
invested in the community 
and very active,” Turner 
said. “We’re thankful to 
be here.”

Turner, who came 
onto the Rockmart Police 
Department 18 months 
ago as Assistant Chief, 
began his first shift as 
Police Chief at 5 p.m. on 
February 5. 

His duties started when 
former Police Chief Keith 
Sorrells got to enjoy a 
retirement party put on 

by the city to honor his 
10 years of service with 
the department. 

Turner was pinned with 
appropriate insignia by 
his wife as his family 
and the law enforcement 
community looked on 
during a ceremony ahead 
of the start of official 
business on Feb. 12. 

The new police chief 
previously served for a 
brief time as the Emerson 
Police Chief before he was 
hired on in 2017 with the 
Rockmart Police. 

He previously served a 
12-year stint with the Polk 
County Police Department, 
and spent 8 years in 
service with the United 
States Marine Corps.

Turner completed 
Chief’s School during his 
tenure as chief with the 
City of Emerson’s Police 
Department, where he 
took on the role from 
April 2017 until the fall 
when he was able to land 
a job closer to home than 
Bartow County. 
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The Polk County Board of 
Elections is already gearing up 
for off-year elections locally for 
the cities of Aragon, Cedartown 
and Rockmart later on in the fall. 

However they’ve got plenty of 
business to take care of before 
qualifications, candidates have a 
chance to campaign, and counting 

of ballots in early November. 
That includes state training for 
employees, making sure there’s 
plenty of money in the budget to 
run forthcoming city elections, and 
not to mention having enough poll 
workers in place to keep everything 
running smoothly. 

February’s Polk County Board 
of Elections meeting primarily 
focused on updates and discussion 
of budget figures, which director 
Lee Ann George said she is keeping 
as tight as possible for 2019 with 
municipal elections months away. 
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Valentine’s Day wasn’t just 
about sweethearts for a trio of local 
students honored for their academic 
achievements for the 2018-19 school 
year. 

It was also about remembering an 
educator who made a real impact on 
the lives of young people throughout 
their high school careers. 

Polk School District’s STAR Student 
for 2019 Jackson Norris (who also 
took the honor for Rockmart High 
School) said the teacher he chose for 
this year’s honor will always remain 
with him as a mentor. This was his 
way of providing a memorial for 
Rockmart High School band director 
David Snipes, who died unexpectedly 
at the end of the 2017-18 school year. 

“Ever since he came to Rockmart 
– he came my 8th grade year – I had 
him ever since for my four years,” 
Norris said. “He had a huge impact on 

my character and all my motivations. 
He was a real mentor to me.” 

A soon-to-be graduate of Rockmart 
High, Norris hopes to pursue a career 
in Chemical Engineering once he 
finishes his studies at Georgia Tech. 
The top-scoring SAT student who is 
also in the top 10 percent of the senior 
class has already been accepted to 
the university in the heart of Atlanta. 
He’s the son of Maria and Jimmy 
Norris. 

He served as a member of the 
Rockmart High School marching 
band during the fall, and last year 
was one of the members of the 
Yellow Jackets boys tennis team who 
provided assistance to wreck victims. 
The team stopped on Highway 27 on 
their way home from a South Georgia 
playoff victory to help when a man 
became pinned under a truck. 

Norris said he hopes students 
take his experience of hard work 
and determination as an example 
of what they can achieve if they put 

their heart into their education. 
“It’s an honor to be recognized for 

academic achievements like this,” 
he said. “If you consistently try and 
make the effort, you’re going to get 
a reward.

As STAR Student, Norris will go 
on to represent Polk School District 
at a regional level against others in 
Northwest Georgia. 

Snipes was band director for three 
years at Rockmart High School, 
having joined the district after a 
stint at Cartersville City Schools and 
Rockmart Middle School. He was 
also a graduate of Rockmart High 
School’s Class of 1991. 

His wife Melissa was on hand for 
the ceremonies last week to receive 
awards in his memory from the Polk 
County Chamber of Commerce and 
the Professional Association of 
Georgia Educators, who co-sponsor 
the program locally. 
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A love of books is a gift that may 
take a child far in life, and one 
that a local organization wants 
the community’s help to promote 
now and in the years to come. 

Join members of Ferst Readers 
of Polk County 
this coming 
Sunday, Feb. 24, 
for the 5th annual 
“Afternoon with 
the Authors” as 
they gather to 
promote reading 
and fundraising 
for their ongoing 
efforts to provide 
more than 1,100 

children locally with books on a 
monthly basis. 

The Sunday event at In 
the Wood on Highway 113 in 
Rockmart brings four authors 

to Polk County, 
along with the 
annual silent 
auction of both 
signed books 
from famous 
literary names 
and handcrafted 
cakes of various 
flavors and 
decoration style. 
The program 

begins at 2 p.m. and continues 
on until 4:30 p.m.

Along with Rome’s Janet 
Byington and Merrill Davies, 
Ferst Readers are pleased to host 
area writer Susan Sands, and 
Gordon County’s Vickie McEntire 
to speak at this weekend’s event. 

The quartet of writers will get 
a chance to share some of their 
stories with the crowd while 
everyone has time to look over 
items up for the silent auction. 

Both have personal tales that 
local literary lovers can find 
common themes. 

Take for instance Sands, who 
is a self-described late bloomer 
in writing. She didn’t pen her 
first novel until she was 40, 
and related her debut book’s 
publication much like “raising 
another child – a difficult one.” 

Sands is the author of four 
southern, contemporary women’s 
fiction novels set in Alabama 
which include “Again, Alabama” 
released in 2015, “Love, Alabama” 
in 2016, “Christmas, Alabama” 
and “Forever, Alabama” both 
in 2017. 

Her novels provide readers 
with a fun, romantic, humorous 
small-town stories that are filled 
with big family love. 

Sands has three grown 
children and lives with her 
dentist husband in Roswell. 
She has a degree in Elementary 
Education, is a member of the 
Georgia Romance Writers, the 
Romance Writers of America, the 
Atlanta Writer’s Club, and the 
Broadleaf Writers Association. 
She participates in book 
festivals, book clubs, and writer’s 
conferences around the South.
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Ferst Readers of Polk 
County will hold its 
annual Afternoon with 
the Authors this Sunday, 
Feb. 24 from 2 to 4 p.m. 
at In The Woods in 
Rockmart. We welcome 
donations throughout 
the year to fund the over 
1,100 children in Polk 
County who receive free 
books each month. Ferst 
Readers is dedicated to 
early childhood literacy, 
mailing books to children 
ages birth to their fifth 
birthday. 

Get ready now for the 
2019 WELSHFest in 
Rockmart! The event is 
scheduled for March 16 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
will feature a variety of 
vendors, events and more 
in downtown Rockmart. 
Check back in next week’s 
edition for more on the 
forthcoming fun. 

On Saturday, March 
2, 2019 at 9 a.m., the 
Polk County Republican 
Party wil l  convene 
Precinct Mass Meetings 
to elect Delegates and 
Alternates to the Polk 
County Republican 
Party Convention at 
the Cherokee Country 
Club, 150 Club Drive in 
Cedartown. Registration 
will begin at 8 a.m. The 
convention will start at 10 
a.m., and costs are $10. 
Contact Dr. Marc Wall 
at 770-749-0420 about 
the upcoming convention 
and monthly meetings of 
the party.

Future brides will 
want to come out to 
Hightower Falls coming 
up on Sunday, March 3 
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Remembering Snipes 
with a STAR award

PSD’s STAR student Jackson Norris uses his choice for 

teacher to memorialize RHS band director David Snipes

Afternoon 
with the 
Authors 
coming this 
weekend

Promotion official for new Rockmart Police Chief

Elections board getting busy ahead of 2019 cycle
The Polk 

County Board 
of Elections 

includes 
Charles Buck-

ner, Bill 
Heaton and 
the newest 

member 
Ryan 

Robinson 
(center).

♦
Kevin Myrick

 ♦  Area writers coming 
to take part in 5th 
annual event on Sunday 
from 2 to 4:30 at In the 
Woods

 ♦  Ryan Robinson joins 
ranks for his first session of 
four year term

David Snipes was named the STAR Teacher for 2019 for Polk School District, posthumously honored by STAR Student Jackson 
Norris who nominated him as the Rockmart High STAR Teacher. Honors were presented to his wife Melissa. / Kevin Myrick 

Susan 
Sands

Vickie 
McEntire

Rockmart Police Chief Randy Turner’s wife pinned on 
his new rank insignia during a ceremony at the February 
City Council meeting. / Kevin Myrick 


