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From staff  reports

A Calhoun woman died 
Monday morning after fall-
ing from a cliff in Maine, 
according to police.

According to Scarbor-
ough Police Department 
reports:

Romona Gowens, 55, fell 
30 feet from the edge of 
a cliff near Scarborough, 
a town in Southwestern 
Maine, around 10:25 a.m. 
Monday when a fence she 
had been leaning against 
broke.

According to a release 
from SPD Lt. Timothy Bark-
er, emergency calls were 
made by Gowens’ sister as 
well as a local fisherman.

A release states that when 

By Blake Silvers
BSilvers@CalhounTimes.com

The process to form the upcoming 
Joint Comprehensive Plan continued 
recently with a meeting at the Gordon 
County Judicial Building.

NWGA Regional Commission Di-
rector of Regional Planning Julianne 
Meadows ran a brief work session for 
stakeholder and public input Thurs-
day evening.

“This is a very important process 
helping the local governments keep 
qualified local government status, but 
also coming together to plan for the 
future,” Meadows said.

Along with City of Calhoun and Gor-
don County government and school sys-
tem officials in attendance were several 
nonprofit and civic organization lead-
ers, along with members of the public.

“What a good looking group of folks,” 
County Administrator Jim Ledbetter 
said. “We had the last one in 2018. I 

don’t have an attendance list, but it 
looks like we have more people inter-
ested in this process. We’re right to be 
... our county is changing right under 
our noses.”

Municipalities around Gordon County 
will continue working together to de-
velop the latest Joint Comprehensive 
Plan, and the public is encouraged to 
participate throughout the process. The 
process kicked off at the first meeting 
on Aug. 30.

As part of Thursday evening’s work-
shop, Meadows facilitate discussion 
about some of Gordon County’s cur-
rent strengths, weaknesses, as well as 
future opportunities and threats. Top-
ics covered were location, transporta-
tion, accessibility, housing, public tran-
sit, public facilities, infrastructure and 
healthcare.

Required elements of the upcoming 
final plan will be municipality goals, needs 
and opportunities, community work 
programs, reports of accomplishments, 

broadband internet service, and land 
use. Other optional elements could be 
economic development, housing and 
transportation.

“We had to add broadband as an ele-
ment of the comprehensive plan in or-
der to participate in the use of any state 
grant money,” Ledbetter said.

Local officials from the governments 
of Gordon County, Calhoun, Fairmount, 
Plainville, Ranger and Resaca will con-
tinue to welcome input to help set local 
planning requirements per the Geor-
gia Department of Community Affairs.

“This is a joint plan, so each munici-
pality is part of this process,” Meadows 
said. “We’re meeting with Fairmount, 
Ranger, and Resaca, and Plainville 
separately.”

Another item discussed briefly dur-
ing the meeting was impact fees.

“Impact fees are a way to offset the 
cost of development,” Meadows said. 

By Cat Webb
CWebb@CalhounTimes.com

William Lee Golden has 
been playing music since he 
was a kid, picking up instru-
ments and vocal talent from 
his sister, mother, and grand-
father.

Those early steps into music 
have spiraled, and now he’s 
one of the most well-known 
musicians of all time, sporting 
numerous Grammy nomina-
tions and wins with the Oak 
Ridge Boys, and plenty of 
accolades in his own right.

Next week, Golden will grace 
Calhoun with his iconic bari-
tone.

From under a tree outside 
his home in Sumner County, 

Tennessee, as he waited for 
his sons to show up for prac-
tice, Golden talked a lot about 
family. His current group, 
William Lee Golden and the 

Goldens, is comprised of a 
bunch of some of the best tal-
ent in Nashville — including 
some of his family.

During the early days of the 
pandemic, with lockdowns 
forcing everyone apart, Golden 
gathered his family together.

“It gave us a chance to come 
back together,” Golden said.

Rather than get bogged down 
with bad news, they played 
music: old songs which had 
shaped each of them through-
out the years.

“We wound up recording 
what we were doing,” said 
Golden.

Thirty-four songs came 
out of that venture: gospel 
and old country from his 

By John Druckenmiller
JDruckenmiller@CalhounTimes.com

A 56-year-old man is dead and 
another wounded following what 
Floyd County police are calling a 

“domestic violence incident” near 
the Floyd/Bartow line.

Raymond G. Johnson Jr., of a 
Gordon County address, died in 
the shooting, says Floyd County 
Deputy Coroner John Hamilton.

Johnson’s body has been taken 
to the GBI crime lab in Decatur 
for an autopsy. The specific cause 
of death for Johnson has not been 
released.

The identity of the wounded man 
also has not been made public.

Floyd County police report there 
is no active threat to the public 
from the early morning standoff.

It occurred near the Floyd and 
Bartow county line east of the Ga. 
140/Ga. 53 intersection.

According to Floyd County Po-
lice Department Sgt. Chris Fincher:

Patrol officers were dispatched to 
a rural part of the Shannon commu-
nity at around 6:30 a.m. following 

William Lee Golden at the GEM Saturday

Local man killed in Shannon shooting

Calhoun 
woman 
falls off 
cliff, dies

Blake Silvers

Julianne Meadows speaks to local city and county officials, and community stakeholders during a Joint Comprehension 
Plan work session.

Contributed

William Lee Golden and the Goldens will play at the GEM 
on Saturday, September 24 at 7:30 p.m.

By John Druckenmiller
JDruckenmiller 

@CalhounTimes.com

There’s a mixed employment 
report for August across North-

west Georgia 
and the state. 
The news is 
mostly good 
but there are 
a few bumps 
in surround-
ing counties.

“We have 
found that the 

new normal for jobhunting is 
less door to door and more 
virtual connection,” Georgia 
Commissioner of Labor Mark 
Butler said in a release. “Our 
agency connects jobseekers 
with open positions quickly 

 ♦ Another man was wounded in what police 
say was a domestic violence incident.

Local labor 
force hits 
13-month 
high note

 ♦ 1,300 more jobs in 
Rome/Floyd in August 
vs. a year earlier; mixed 
report on first-time 
unemployment claims.

Mark Butler

Joint Comprehension 
Plan work continues

 ♦ The longtime Oak 
Ridge Boys member 
will play the GEM 
Theatre Saturday.
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