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WATCH OUT, CANCER!there’s a new TEAM In town!
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By Joe Legge
Walker public relations director

Walker County maintained a 3/3Y 
ISO rating following a rigorous re-
view of fire services in the unincor-
porated areas of the county and city 
of Chickamauga.

The 3/3Y classification by the 
Insurance Service Office will ben-
efit homeowners and business own-
ers. Insurance companies use ISO 
ratings in their calculations to deter-
mine insurance rates in a community.

“This validates all the hard work 
being done by our team to improve 
fire service in Walker County, while 
reinforcing the fact that our efforts 
provide a financial savings too,” 
said Chief Blake Hodge. “These sur-
veys take a lot of time and effort to 
coordinate. It’s not easy to attain 

this mark.”
The ISO evaluation looked at 

all aspects of the fire department, 
including equipment, manpower, 
training, number of stations and 
response times. ISO also evaluated 
area water authorities, 911 commu-
nications, public education, fire pre-
vention efforts, code enforcement 
and inspections, among other areas.

Walker County received high marks 
for communications, water supply, 
fire hydrants and firefighter training.

ISO surveys over 43,000 com-
munities, rating each one on a scale 
of 1 to 10. A lower number means 
fire service in a given area is better 
equipped to put out a fire and save a 
home or business. The ISO 3 rating, 
which is good for four years, places 
Walker County in the top 12% in the 
nation for fire protection.

Walker County maintains high ISO rating

By John Kenyon
Media Specialist, GNTC

Georgia Northwestern 
Technical College (GNTC) 
students had an outstand-
ing performance at the 
2019 SkillsUSA Georgia 
State Leadership and Skills 
Conference, March 21-23, 
in Atlanta. GNTC competed 
win 15 categories and took 
home 13 medals; five gold, 
six silver and two bronze.

Highlights from Skill-
sUSA Georgia include win-
ning the gold and silver 
medal in Practical Nurs-
ing, GNTC’s 2019 Geor-
gia Occupational Award 
of Leadership (GOAL) 
winner receiving the 
gold medal in Automo-
tive Service Technology, 
the TeamWorks team win-
ning the gold medal for the 
fourth consecutive year 
and more.

“Our students worked 
very hard to showcase 
their talents in the com-
petitions at SkillsUSA 
Georgia,” said Missy 
Mclain, SkillsUSA advi-
sor for GNTC. “We are so 
very proud of the success of 
our students and how well 
they represented GNTC.”

Listed below are gold, 
silver and bronze med-
alists including the stu-
dent’s name, competition 
and county of residence. 
Team competitions are 
listed with the competi-
tion name first:

Gold Medal

Cole Allen, Internet of 
Things and Smart Home, 
Chattooga County.

Norberto Castaneda, 
Industrial Motor Con-
trols, Floyd County.

Kimberlee Hall, Practical 
Nursing, Gordon County.

Brandon Neighbors, 
Automotive Service Tech-
nology, Catoosa County.

TeamWorks (team com-
petition): Ryan Banks, 
Whitfield County; Jesse 
Flanagan, Polk County; 
Gabriel Lopez, Bartow 
County; and Joel Paez, 
Whitfield County.

By John Kenyon
GNTC Public Relations

Georgia Northwestern Technical Col-
lege (GNTC) has received a $2.1 million 
federal grant from the U.S. Department 
of Education called the Strengthening 
Institutions Program (SIP) to improve 
academic quality, institutional manage-
ment and fiscal responsibility.

The five-year grant is intended assist 
eligible higher education institutions to 
become more self-sufficient and expand 
capabilities to better serve lower-income 
students and boost graduation rates.

Georgia Northwestern 
receives $2.1 million

GNTC 
students 
take top 
honors

GNTC’s Walker County Campus in Rock Spring will be one of the first two campuses to be connected via video telecom-
munications technology under the new grant. / Contributed
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County 
celebrates 

Hudgins 103rd
On Friday, March 22, Ms. 
Jerrell Hudgins, the oldest 
Meals on Wheels client in the 
county, turned 103. Walker 
County Commissioner 
Shannon Whitfield presented 
her with a county seal 
pendant, firefighters installed 
smoke alarms in her home, 
Meals on Wheels provided her 
birthday cake, and everyone 
sang Happy Birthday to her. 
Ms. Hudgins credits her faith 
in God and a regular diet of 
Honey Nut Cheerios as the 
secrets to her long life. She 
hopes to be able to return to 
her church services in person 
this year and watch her Atlanta 
Braves win the Word Series.

♦

Joe Legge

Top fire services scores mean lower insurance 
rates for homeowners, business owners
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 ♦Many classes are offered online; however, 

there are some programs and courses 

that require direct interaction between 

instructors and students that isn’t possible 

through traditional online instruction. 

The telecommunications technology 

via live video will allow live interaction 

and also make distance learning a 

possibility for courses that previously were only available by traveling 

to a campus. The first two campuses to be connected via video 

telecommunications technology will be the Gordon County Campus 

in Calhoun and the Walker County Campus in Rock Spring.


