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Tallatoona CAP is ac-
cepting appointments for 
the LIHEAP Cooling Assis-
tance Program for house-
holds with seniors age 65 
or older. The general pub-
lic may call to schedule an 
appointment starting May 
3 at 8:30 a.m. Appoint-
ments are on a first-come, 
first-serve basis and can 
me made online at www.
tallatoonacap.org or by 
calling 770-817-4666 or 
770-773-7730 and select-
ing option 2. Applicants 
must qualify based on the 
FY 2021 annual income 
guidelines.

Keep Polk Beautiful is 
sponsoring two community 
events on April 24. The 
first is a community-wide 
clean up in Rockmart as 
part of The Great American 
Cleanup that will start at 
8 a.m. at Seaborn Jones 
Park. Volunteers will help 
clean up litter and brush 
along the Silver Comet 
Trail and around down-
town Rockmart. Also, an 
electronics recycling event 
will be held at Fenley TV 
on West Avenue in Ce-
dartown from 8 a.m. to 
noon. All electronics are 
welcome except for CRT 
televisions.

The Rockmart Cultur-
al Arts Center is hosting 
the 2021 Rockmart High 
School art exhibit through 
April 29. The theme for 
this year’s exhibit is “Cyber 
Quarantine” with works 
from students done in 
the 2020-2021 school 
year a reception and gala 
will be held April 24 from 

By Jeremy Stewart
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Polk Medical Center is of-
fering a new way to get the 
free COVID-19 vaccine that it 
hopes will be more convenient 
for people as the process of 
vaccinating the public from 
the coronavirus continues.

The facility located on Rock-
mart Highway in Cedartown 
is taking appointments for 
vaccine clinics on a series of 
Saturday’s in partnership with 
Cedartown, Rockmart and 
Polk County governments.

Polk Medical Center will of-
fer the first dose of the Pfiz-
er vaccine on April 10 from 
8 a.m. to noon and on May 
1 from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at 
the hospital. Since the Pfizer 
vaccine requires two doses 
spread three weeks apart, 
second doses only will be 
scheduled on May 22 from 
8 a.m. to noon.

Second doses will also be 
scheduled during the May 1 
clinic for those who received 
the first dose on April 10.

Registration is required 
by visiting floyd.org/covid-
vaccine to make an appoint-
ment for the first dose. An 
appointment for the second 
dose will be scheduled when 
the first dose is given.

Under the Georgia Depart-
ment of Public Health’s roll-
out plan, the vaccine is cur-
rently available to anyone 16 
and older. For more informa-
tion about the vaccine’s ef-
fectiveness and safety, visit 
https://dph.georgia.gov/co-
vid-vaccine.

As part of its “Live Well 
Polk!” program, Polk Medi-
cal Center recently hosted a 
listening session with rep-
resentatives from the city of 
Cedartown, the city of Rock-
mart and Polk County, along 
with the Development Au-
thority of Polk County and 
other leaders from the civic 
and faith communities.

A need mentioned by sev-
eral of the participants was 
access to the COVID vaccines 

By Dave Williams
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — Major League 
Baseball announced Friday 
it is pulling this summer’s 
All-Star Game from Georgia 
in response to the General 
Assembly’s passage of an 
election bill that has been 
heavily criticized as voter 
suppression.

“Major League Baseball 
fundamentally supports vot-
ing rights for all Americans 
and opposes restrictions to 
the ballot box,” Commis-
sioner of Baseball Robert 
D. Manfred Jr. wrote in a 
prepared statement.

“In 2020 … we proudly 
used our platform to en-
courage baseball fans and 

communities throughout our 
country to perform their civic 
duty and actively participate 

in the voting process. Fair 
access to voting continues 
to have our game’s unwav-
ering support.”

Baseball’s decision to relo-
cate the All-Star Game from 
Truist Park in Cobb County 
follows corporate criticism 
of the law by Atlanta-based 
companies, primarily Delta 
Air Lines and Coca-Cola.

The Republican-controlled 
legislature passed the voting 
bill along party lines on the 
afternoon of March 25, and 
Gov. Brian Kemp signed it 
into law later that day.

The sweeping measure 
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Crews worked through the week 
last week to remove downed trees and 
continue the process of helping those 
affected by the March 25 storm that 
swept through Polk County.

A group led by the Polk County 
Sheriff’s Office Disaster Response 
Team spread out in the days follow-
ing the storm to help residents with 

any damage to their homes as well as 
delivering generators and supplies do-
nated by area businesses and churches.

The Salvation Army and the Ameri-
can Red Cross initiated efforts to help 
those affected the most by the storms, 
which led to widespread power out-
ages and minor flooding.

The most concentrated area where 
damage occurred was a narrow path 
from Cason Road along Tuck Street 
and across Lees Chapel Road just south 

of downtown Cedartown.
While many eyewitness accounts 

and preliminary reports from county 
officials attributed the damage to a pos-
sible tornado, the National Weather 
Service’s Peachtree City office released 
its public information statement on 
the storm Tuesday, indicating that 
the most extreme damage in Polk 
County was caused by a significant 
downburst with estimated peak winds 
at 105 mph.

The service used damage surveys, 
including the direction trees fell, as 
well as radar data to confirm the down-
burst, according to the information 
statement released last Tuesday. It 
noted the center of the downburst 
was located east of Main Street and 
south of U.S. 278 in Cedartown, lead-
ing to the damage along Tuck Street 
and continuing east beginning around 
12:32 p.m.

A secondary, smaller downburst was 
also indicated in the area of Cedartown 

MLB pulls All-Star Game out of Georgia

Residents still cleaning up from storm
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 Cardboard cutouts of fans in the otherwise empty seats 
face the field during the sixth inning of a baseball game 
between the Atlanta Braves and Tampa Bay Rays in At-
lanta, in this 2020 photo. 
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Kresge UMC member Marian Williams greets a family as it stops at her sta-
tion as part of the church’s Easter Scavenger Hunt on Saturday, April 3. The 
drive-thru event was organized as a way to safely spread Easter cheer.
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Kresge United Methodist Church member Iris Petersmarck makes a trail of bubbles with a toy while dressed in a 
bunny jumpsuit to welcome families to the church’s Easter Scavenger Hunt on Saturday, April 3. The event allowed 
guests to stay in their vehicles and collect prizes while spotting different Easter decorations around the church.

See CALENDAR, A7

Worst damage caused by “significant downburst,” not tornado

Anyone 16 and 
older is eligible to 
get the vaccine 
under the Georgia 
Department of 
Public Health’s 
rollout plan

See STORM, A2

See VACCINE, A2

Kresge UMC holds 
Easter Scavenger Hunt

Jeremy Stewart

Above: Kids who came to the Easter 
Scavenger Hunt at Kresge UMC were 
given instructions to spot different Eas-
ter decorations set up outside of the 
church, such as this cute sign, and 
point them out to get prizes. Right: 
Church volunteers put together goody 
bags and prepared other prizes for 
kids to pick up along the Easter Scav-
enger Hunt at Kresge United Method-
ist Church. Far right: Kresge UMC 
Rev. Ed Dickens talks with a visitor to 
the church’s Easter Scavenger Hunt. 
It was the first time the church had 
organized the drive-thru event. 

See MLB, A2


