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Young 
Artists

“Pintura Azul” by Calhoun 
High School student Adira-
na Canchola

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork 

can be emailed to Managing Editor 

Daniel Bell at DBell@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter 

them. Also, be sure to include the 

name of the student, their grade 

and the school they attend.

Gov. Kemp 
extends 
COVID-19 
executive 
orders

 ♦ Gordon logs 58 
new cases, four 
hospitalizations 
in one week. 
By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Gov. Brian Kemp signed two 
executive orders extending the 

Public Health 
State of Emer-
gency and exist-
ing COVID-19 
safety measures 
on Monday, just 
one day after the 
Georgia Depart-
ment of Public 
Health reported 

a new daily high of positive cases.
The DPH reported 2,225 new 

cases on Sunday, which eclipsed 
the previous highest daily total 
of 1,990, a mark set just one day 
earlier. On Monday, the DPH re-
ported 2,207 new positive tests, 
just shy of Sunday’s total.

Overall, Georgia’s COVID-19 
total climbed to 79,417 positive 
cases, 10,824 hospitalizations 
and 2,784 deaths on Monday.

Gordon County’s total climbed 
to 356 confirmed cases on Mon-
day, with 43 hospitalizations and 
18 deaths reported locally. Those 
numbers represent an increase 
of 58 positive cases and four hos-
pitalizations over the past week.

The Georgia Department of 
Public Health issues daily reports 
at 3 p.m. That report and addi-
tional data can be found online at 
dph.georgia.gov/covid-19-daily-
status-report.

By Dave Williams  
and Beau Evans
Capitol Beat News Service

By the time the 2020 General 
Assembly gaveled to a close Fri-
day night, lawmakers had dealt 
with two issues they couldn’t have 
dreamed of when they came to the 
Capitol in January.

A hate crimes bill was alive in 
the legislature at the beginning of 
the session, having passed in the 
Georgia House of Representatives 
last year. Legislative budget writers 
came in knowing they would have 
to make some spending cuts to off-
set sluggish tax revenues last year.

But both issues took on a far 
greater sense of urgency because 
of circumstances no one under the 

Gold Dome had anticipated at the 
start of the session.

The hate-crimes bill was stalled 
in the state Senate until the fa-
tal shooting of Ahmaud Arbery, 
a 25-year-old black man who was 
gunned down during a pursuit by 
two white men near Brunswick in 
February, an incident that didn’t 
come to public attention until a 
video of the incident surfaced in 
April.

Balancing the budget became a 
much heavier lift in March when 
Gov. Brian Kemp issued a shelter-
in-place order to discourage the 
spread of COVID-19. Businesses 
across Georgia closed their doors 
and laid off workers, and the state’s 
economy spiraled into a deep re-
cession.

Mixed in with the uncertain-
ty of the global pandemic was a 
suspension of the legislative ses-
sion in mid-March. The legislature 
didn’t return to Atlanta until three 
months later for a home stretch 

that saw the General Assembly in 
session on 11 of 12 days, with only 
Father’s Day off for lawmakers to 
catch their breaths.

Hate crimes, budget cuts 
dominate interrupted 
General Assembly session

Special-Georgia Governor’s Office

Gov. Brian Kemp signs the hate crimes bill into law Friday.

Brian Kemp

See SESSION, A8

See UPDATE, A8

Taylor Baker

GCHS graduates wait for their names to be called.

From staff reports

Currently, Gordon County 
Schools officials are busy plan-
ning for a safe reopening of 
schools on Wednesday, Aug. 12.

“Our intent is to welcome 
back all students, Pre-K through 
12th grade, on a traditional, in-
person Monday through Friday 
schedule, with prevention protocols 
in place that follow health and safety 
guidelines outlined by the Department 

of Public Health and CDC,” 
said Amy Parker, director of 
communications and commu-
nity engagement for the school 
system. “Protocols and proce-
dures for opening may change 
as we continue to receive in-
formation from state and lo-
cal officials and monitor data 
on the community spread of 

COVID-19 in our area.”

Schools planning to reopen Aug. 12
 ♦ GCS announces their plan for new school year

Amy Parker

From staff reports

Calhoun City Schools announced 
Monday that the system will be 
going with PLAN A to start back 
in-person on Wednesday, Aug. 12.

Plan A is based on the area hav-
ing no, low or minimal spread of 
COVID-19 and presents a traditional 
model of in-person classroom in-
struction, said Jennie Coker, school 
and community relations director 
for Calhoun City Schools.

“Calhoun City Schools plans to 
resume on Wednesday, Aug. 12, 
with all students reporting on the 
first day of school with parame-
ters put in place regarding health 
screenings (checking for signs and 
symptoms of Covid 19) of students 
and staff, heightened sanitation ef-
forts, social distancing efforts, with 
no mass gatherings,” Coker said in 
an emailed announcement.

 ♦ CCS announces plans for in-person instruction

Gordon Central High School, Sonoraville 
High School conducts graduation ceremony

Right: Sonoraville students wait 
to be escorted to their seats for 
their graduation ceremony. 
Below: Gordon Central High 
School Principal Brian Hall and a 
GCHS graduate pose for a photo 
Friday evening during the school’s 
graduation ceremony. Below 
right: Sonoraville High School 
students walk to their seats prior 
to their commencement ceremo-
ny on Saturday morning.

See PLAN, A9 See REOPEN, A8

For more graduation photos, 

see page A9
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