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From staff reports

The Walker County Sheriff’s 
Office (WCSO) is seeking help 
to learn the circumstances sur-
rounding the death of a man found 
Tuesday afternoon in Flintstone.

A USPS mail carrier found the 
body of a 68-year-old Calvin Ray 

Carnes Jan. 4 in a ditch around 
1 p.m. near 803 Ga. 193, Walk-
er Sheriff Steve Wilson said in 
a news release later that day.

Investigators were not able 
to identify Carnes, who was 
found fully-clothed, until the 
next morning. The WCSO de-
tectives and Georgia Bureau of 

Investigation (GBI) investigators 
processed the crime scene. In-
vestigators are working to de-
termine the manner and cause 
of Carnes’ death, Wilson said.

The sheriff said Carnes’ body 
will be transported by the coro-
ner to the GBI crime laboratory 
in Decatur.

Anyone who may have seen 
Carnes walking along the Ga. 193 
area between Ga. 2 and the Ten-
nessee state line from Sunday, 
Jan. 2, through Tuesday, Jan. 
4, is asked to contact Detective 
Zach Simpson at 706-638-1909 
extension 1270 or to leave a tip 
at www.walkerso.com.

Sheriff seeks info in case of man found dead in ditch

By Catherine Edgemon
CEdgemon@WalkerMessenger.

com

The Georgia State Patrol 
(GSP) is seeking help to find 
the driver responsible for a 
hit-and-run accident Wednes-
day night, Jan. 5, that sent 
four people to the hospital.

About 8 p.m. two women 
and two female juveniles 
were walking along Chat-
tanooga Valley Road near 
the intersection with Happy 
Valley Road when they were 
struck by a vehicle, GSP Cpl. 
Jamie Mitchell said. The 
adults were transported to 
Erlanger Health System and 
the juveniles to T.C. Thomp-
son Children’s Hospital in 
Chattanooga. Mitchell did 
not have any information 
Thursday afternoon, Jan. 
6, on their condition.

By Catherine Edgemon
CEdgemon@WalkerMessenger.com

Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp touted 
the resiliency of Georgians in re-
sponding to the pandemic as the 
reason the state and manufacturers 
like Roper Corp. are faring so well.

Kemp, speaking Jan. 7. during a 
visit to Roper Corp. in LaFayette, 
commended Georgians for not be-
ing “too scared to work” during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The governor 
and several state and local officials 
were on hand to celebrate last month’s 
announcement that GE Appliances, 
Roper’s parent company, will invest 
$118 million to boost production 
capacity, advance manufacturing 
technology and add more than 600 
jobs at the range manufacturer. The 
expansion is scheduled to be com-
pleted in 2024.

“Protecting livelihoods meant just 
as much as protecting lives” during 
the pandemic, he said, adding that 
his administration wanted to make 
sure the state’s current and future 
workforce will have economic op-
portunity and prosperity.

He asserted that “this great vic-
tory” happened because state gov-
ernment allowed manufacturers to 
control their own destinies, rather 
than taking a top-down approach 
and shutting them down during the 

pandemic, he said.
Roper President Lois Crandell said 

the plant is hiring and offers com-
petitive pay and benefits, including 
offering benefits on the first day of 
employment; Roper recently increased 

the wage $1 per hour. Kemp shared 
that an employee could earn the same 
pay at Roper without commuting to 
Chattanooga.

Governor Kemp visits 
LaFayette manufacturer 
Roper Corp. to celebrate 

announced expansion

Pedestrians 
hospitalized 
after hit-and-
run accident

Catherine Edgemon

Roper Corp. President Lois Crandell welcomes Gov. Brian Kemp to the plant.

The following information 
concerning recent arrests 
was provided by the Walker 
County Sheriff’s Office. All 
people are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a 
court of law.

♦ McCormick, Steven Alan, 
29, 302 Glenn St., LaFay-
ette, Ga., driving while li-
cense suspended or revoked 
(first offense)

♦ McDaniel II, Roy L., 
51, 313 
E a g l e 
Landing 
Drive, 
F l i n t -
stone, 
G a . , 
aggra-

vated assault (family vio-
lence act)

♦ Hudgens, Caleb Alex-
ander, 27, 315 Tarvin Road, 
Rock Spring, Ga., simple 
assault (family violence), 
criminal trespass (damage 
to property under $500)

♦ Whitecotton, Justin Mi-
chael, 26, 48 Second St., 
Flintstone, Ga., simple as-
sault (family violence)

♦ Gilbert, Andrew Edmond-
son, 29, 563 Sleepy Hollow 
Road, LaFayette, Ga., failure 
to appear (felony)

♦ Holland, Shakara Ray, 
42, 136 Kiras Way, LaFay-
ette, Ga., driving while li-
cense suspended or revoked 
(first offense), no insurance

♦ Hurt, Chad Franklin, 
29, 408 Dogwood Circle, 
LaFayette, Ga., probation 
violation (felony)

♦ Booker, Khadijah Gay-
nale, 42, 1048 Washington St. 
#8, Atlanta, Ga., probation 
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Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp emphasizes the investment and jobs created by the expansion at Roper Corp. reflect the re-
siliency of Georgians despite the pandemic.

Calvin Ray 
Carnes

Walker County 
Sheriff’s Office 
booking report for 
Dec. 27 - Jan. 2

Catherine Edgemon

Local and state officials are on hand to celebrate the expansion at Roper Corp. in LaFayette. From left are Walker 
County Commissioners Robert Blakemore and Mark Askew, Northwest Georgia Joint Development Authority Board 
Chairman Chip Catlett, State Rep. Mike Cameron, Marty Kemp, Gov. Brian Kemp, Roper Corp. President Lois Crandell, 
LaFayette Mayor Andy Arnold, Walker County Board of Commissioners Chairman Shannon Whitfield, former Walker 
County Economic Development Director Robert Wardlaw, Northwest Georgia Joint Development Authority project man-
ager Spencer Hogg and Walker County Economic Development Director Stephanie Watkins.See REPORT, A3

See ROPER, A3

See ACCIDENT, A3


