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From the 

newsroom

Out of an abundance of 

caution The Calhoun Times 

office is temporarily closed. 

Please contact us at the 

following phone numbers or 

email addresses so we may 

assist you.

Newsroom:

Phone: 706-629-2231

Email: calhountimes@

calhountimes.com

Legal Ads:

Phone: 770-748-1520 — 

press 1 for classifieds/legals

Email: ctlegals@npco.com

Classified ads:

Phone: 770-748-1520 — 

press 1 for classifieds/legals

Email: beasterwood@

npco.com

Advertising:

Phone: 706-629-2231 — 

press 4 for advertising

Email: bsteele@

calhountimes.com or 

aperkins@calhountimes.com

Circulation/ 

Subscriptions:

Phone: 706-290-5200

Email: circulation@npco.

com

Mailing address for 

payments:

Calhoun Times

P.O. Box 1633

Rome, GA 30162

From staff reports

A body discovered in a pond off Kent 
Drive has been identified as a Florida 
man, According to authorities.

According to Calhoun Police Chief Tony 
Pyle, the body of a male was found float-
ing nude in a pond near a residential area 
Sunday morning.

The body, which appeared to have “been 
there a day or two,” according to Pyle, 
was eventually identified as 18-year-old 
Michael Anthony Finnegan. He was dis-
covered by the resident of a nearby home.

Finnegan, a Florida resident, had been 
staying at a residence on Baxter Road, 
according to police.

He was eventually identified by family 
members via a social media post made by 
the Calhoun Police Department Sunday 
showing a partially clothed man caught 
on security camera footage.

Authorities are still working to deter-
mine the nature of Finnegan’s death and 
the detail surrounding the incident as the 
investigation continues.

The Gordon County Coroner’s Office 
said Monday that it would take at least 
a week before results from the autopsy 
would be available from the crime lab.

By Cat Webb
CWebb@CalhounTimes.com

New local COVID-19 cases remain prom-
ising as October enters its second week.

From Thursday through Friday, Gor-
don County had 37 new cases and two 
deaths. Statewide, there were 5,969 new 
cases and 265 deaths.

As of Monday evening, the Georgia 
Department of Public Health had not 
yet published their weekend COVID 
data. The Saturday COVID update will 
include this data.

Cases are overall lower than they were 
last October, both in Georgia and nation-
wide. Last October preceded the win-
ter surge, whereas this October follows 
a surge of new cases attributed to the 
Delta variant.

In total, Gordon County has seen more 
than 11,000 confirmed cases of COVID-19, 
according to information from GDPH. 
Statewide, there have been over 1.2 mil-
lion confirmed cases.

By Blake Silvers
BSilvers@CalhounTimes.com

A requested variance for a 
tiny home development failed 
to come to a vote at Monday 
night’s Calhoun City Council 
meeting.

The variance of 610 feet less 
than the minimum floor area 
of 1,150 requested by Tiny 
House Hand Up Inc. for a de-
velopment off Beamer Road 
and Harris Beamer Road died 
without a motion following a 
public hearing.

“Nationwide, two out of 
three people who own a tiny 
home are either senior citi-
zens or first-time homeown-
ers.” Tiny House Hand Up 
Chief Executive Officer Haley 

Stephens. “They will allow 
the free enterprise system to 

help where government has 
been unable to, and they will 

interject the pride of owner-
ship into each unit.”

Stephens said though tiny 
homes aren’t for everyone, they 
could play a role in helping 
to solve the local affordable 
housing issue.

Several citizens turned out 
to speak against the variance 
Monday night, including Butch 
Layson, who said his family 
has been developing a nearby 

By Cat Webb
CWebb@CalhounTimes.com

Calhoun’s Gem Theatre has a 
long and storied history.

First established in 1927, it was 
part of a chain of GEM Theatres, 
much like AMC or Regal today. 
It was the only central venue in 
Calhoun for the performing arts 
and the only movie theater until 
the late 1970s.

At some point the building was 
bought or transferred and became 
Martin Theater. After Martin Tri-
ple Theater opened of WC Bryant 
Parkway in the 80s, Calhoun’s 
GEM Theatre would stop oper-
ating around 1983.

Though the GEM was closed, it 
didn’t sit empty until its reopen-
ing. It had several roles in the 21 
year interim before it was pur-
chased by the King family.

The most notable of those roles 
was the GEM Theatre’s stint as 
Mulkey’s Men’s Store. The theater 
itself was left intact behind the 
store’s setup, virtually untouched.

“The bones of the building were 
still intact,” said Dr. Kim Watters, 
President of the GEM Theatre 
Board of Directors.

The theater itself was unused 
until 2004, when Pearl King de-
cided that she wanted to reopen it. 
The King family bought the GEM, 
and began the journey to reopen.

“They wanted to make sure 
Pearl’s dream came to life,” said 
Watters.

It took seven long years to re-
open between fundraising and 

restoration. Time had not been 
particularly kind, and the theater 
had water damage to the stage 
and interior.

Though there was some fund-
raising involved in reopening, a 
lot of the money came from the 

King family. They were deter-
mined to ensure its reopening.

“There was a lot of painstaking 
effort, time, and work that was 
spent,” Watters said.

Florida man 
found dead in 
Calhoun pond

 ♦ The man was identified by 
family via social media.

37 new local 
COVID cases, 2 
deaths reported

GEM Theatre marks 

decade of renewal

Thomas Watkins

Calhoun’s GEM Theatre is ready to serve residents for generations.

Contributed

The stage was originally designed for a movie palace, and has been expanded to be able to host bands 
and other performances.

See COVID, A11 See GEM, A11

Tiny home zoning variance dies without motion
 ♦ Meanwhile, the 

council approved the 
purchase of a Wall 
Street property.

Blake Silvers

Calhoun’s City Council has approved the purchase of a 0.67-
acre property with office at 324 S. Wall St., adjacent to the 
fire department.

See ZONING, A11


