
By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

On a recent Sunday 
evening, 135 people 
gathered at Ringgold 
United Methodist 

Church (RUMC) to 

discuss a deeply 

disturbing problem – 

human trafficking. In 

particular, the group 
was concerned about 
child sex trafficking.

“It’s a growing 
problem,” says RUMC 
youth pastor Bobby 

Fleck. “We live at the 

hub of three exits off 

I-75, which is a major 

thoroughfare used by 

traffickers. Any exit 

where there are gas 

stations and motels can 

serve as a pit stop for 

traffickers.”
The meeting at 

RUMC featured 
speakers Jenifer 
Duncan and Jon Lewis 
from an Atlanta-based 
ministry called Street 
Grace that specializes 
in fighting human 
trafficking. Also 
featured was a young 

Author and retired 

Army historian 

coming to Fort 

Oglethorpe Saturday.
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In the month of February

WE PAY YOUR TAX!

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

The Fort Oglethorpe 
City Council has 
approved a zoning 
request for a new car 
wash to be developed 
next to the Walgreen’s 

at Battlefield Parkway 

and Dietz Road.

On Monday night, 

Feb. 12, Attorney Chad 

Young spoke to the 

council on behalf of 

Community National 

Bank and East Haven 

Partners regarding a 

stretch of land along 

Battlefield Parkway.

Community National 
Bank requested a C-1 
special exception to 
build a car wash on 
the property, which 
is a stipulation in 
the agreement for 
purchase.

“The tract goes 
along Walgreen’s at 
Battlefield Parkway 
and Dietz Road,” Young 
explained. “The tract 
is a approximately 

4.5 acres in size and 
has been owned by 
CNB since 2009 when 
they foreclosed on the 
property. The land has 
sat undeveloped and 
vacant since that time. 
The bank has spent 
roughly $200,000 in 
carrying costs trying 
to sell that property to 
commercial developers. 
Unfortunately for them, 
the prior owner, when 
he sold to Walgreen’s, 
agreed to a lot of use 
restrictions that really 
limited what could go 
in the property.” 

Young says the 
property has been 
under contract 
several times, but 
that each time, the 
developers have 
backed out because 
the restrictions just 
wouldn’t allow them 

to use the property for 
what they’ve proposed. 

East Haven 
Partners’ proposal 
includes acquiring  2.88 
acres of the tract, with 
a remaining option on 

the other 1.6 acres. 
“What they are 

proposing to the 
council is to subdivide 
the 2.88 into two tracts; 

Pal’s Car Wash owner 

Mike Burwell voices 

his opposition of the 

proposal during the 

public hearing on the 

matter. (Catoosa News 

photo/Adam Cook)

Attorney Chad Young discusses plans for a new 

car wash being proposed along Battlefield Parkway 

during the Feb. 12 Fort Oglethorpe City Council 

meeting. (Catoosa News photo/Adam Cook)

135 members of the community gathered at Ringgold United Methodist Church 

to hear speakers from Street Grace, the Georgia Bureau of Investigation and 

the Catoosa County Sheriff’s Department discuss the problem of human 

trafficking. (Photo courtesy of Bobby Fleck)

Fort Oglethorpe approves zoning 

request for proposed car wash

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

A Ringgold High 
School student was 
arrested Thursday 
morning, Feb. 15, after 
allegedly posting a 
threat on social media 
aimed at one of the 
school’s coaches.

According to 
the Catoosa County 
Sheriff’s Department 
and Catoosa County 
Public Schools, the 
threat was ultimately 
deemed as not credible, 
but that necessary 
action was taken 
anyway.

“He was on the 
school bus and was 
apprehended when 
he arrived at school,” 

said Marissa Brower, 

communications 

specialist for Catoosa 

County Public Schools. 

“All employees and 

students were safe.”

Brower says the 

student’s social media 

threat was aimed at 

the coach specifically 
and not the school. She 
also confirmed that the 
student had no weapons 
or anything dangerous 
on him when he arrived 
at school.

The timing of the 
incident wasn’t ideal, as 
the nation was dealing 
with the aftermath of 
a school shooting in 
Parkland, Fla., less 
than 24 hours earlier.

“We take everything 
seriously,” Brower said.

Brower added 
that the school 
system has beefed 
up its precautionary 
measures over the 
past couple of years 
by installing security 
upgrades and 911 
software that is tied to 
the county’s Emergency 
Management Agency.

“It’s a project 
that’s involved a lot of 
money from ESPLOST, 
and it involves extra 
safety precautions 
with our security 
systems,” Brower said. 
“It’s designed where 
we have additional 
cameras and no one 
can get into the schools 
without being buzzed 
in.”

The project began 
last year with Tiger 
Creek Elementary as 
the pilot school.

Brower says the plan 
is for all the schools 
to utilize the new 
measures completely by 
next fall.

“Tiger Creek has 
been through all the 
training,” Brower 
explained. “It’s 
installed in all the 
schools, but all of 
them haven’t had their 
trainings yet. All the 
schools could be ready 
by the next school year. 
It’s a good thing for our 
community to know and 
feel confident about.”

“Teach your kids what a predator does, not what he 

looks like. It can be anyone – male, female, even 

another child who has been exposed to pornography.” — 

John Winstanley of Fort Safety
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arrested after threat

on social media
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