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By Jan Morris
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The drugs seized at a Ross-
ville residence on June 28 
had a potential street value 
of nearly $250,000, includ-
ing nearly $200,000 worth 
of meth and $48,000 in her-
oin, says DeWayne Brown, 
commander of the Look-
out Mountain Judicial Cir-
cuit Drug Task Force, which 

spearheaded the drug bust.
The drug task force seized 

9 pounds of meth and arrest-
ed two people at 819 Park 

City Road. The task force 
also confiscated 8 ounces of 
heroin, 24 grams of psilocy-
bin (mushrooms), a firearm 
and $1,300 cash.

The task force, which serves 
Walker, Catoosa, Dade and 
Chattooga counties, worked 
in cooperation with deputies 
from the Walker County Sher-
iff’s Office road patrol division.

Big Rossville bust takes nearly 
$250,000 in drugs off street

By Adam Cook
ACook@CatoosaNews.com

Ringgold is getting clos-
er to seeing its courthouse 
streetscape project come to 
fruition after awarding a bid 
of more than $300,000 for 
the work.

Over the past few months, 
city officials have discussed 
and planned upgrades to the 
downtown block that sur-
rounds the Catoosa County 
Courthouse in order to make 
the area more appealing and 
more accessible.

Ringgold officials first in-
troduced the plan in Novem-
ber and have since received 
the blessing of the county’s 
Board of Commissioners to 
make the adjustments around 
the courthouse.

During the June 10 coun-
cil meeting, City Manager 
Dan Wright revealed the 
details of the bidding and 
gave a recommendation that 
was subsequently approved 
unanimously by the board.

“The bids were opened on 
June 6 and Integrated Prop-
erties LLC was the lowest 
responsible bidder,” Wright 
said. “This project will have 
to be funded from our Gen-
eral Fund balance and the 
total is $320,768.88.

Although still a signifi-
cant sum, the bid comes in 
about $15,000 less than the 
$335,000 estimate the city 
had in mind for the work.

Wright said the city was 
worked with the company 
before on multiple projects.

“Integrated Properties has 
worked with the city before,” 
Wright said. “They did excel-
lent work and we had no is-
sues with them. They’ve also 
been a subcontractor on the 
Barger Bridge Project. They 
did a lot of the concrete work 
on that particular project.”

Prior to the vote, the board 
considered a letter of rec-
ommendation for Integrat-
ed Properties from project 
engineer Philip Schofield.

Some highlights 
of the project

The project is aimed at 
creating more parking, new 
crosswalks, and helping traf-
fic congestion. The project 
also includes removal of a gas 
pump along Maple Street cur-
rently used to fill up county 
vehicles, and then making the 
street a one-way. Jail Street 
will likewise become a one-
way, in addition to the newly 
revamped crosswalks, green 
spaces, and additional parking.

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

Patriotism at the Post drew a large 
crowd of folks, many bedecked in red, 
white and blue clothes, hats and ac-
cessories, to the historic polo field on 
Barnhardt Circle in Fort Oglethorpe 
on July 3 to celebrate the 243rd birth-
day of the United States of America.

The celebration, coordinated by 
Chris McKeever, director of the 6th 
Cavalry Museum, included a chalk 
art competition with guests com-
ing in from other cities, a Patriotic 
Kids costume contest, music by the 
Tabernacle Big Band, food, free U.S. 
flags from Heritage Funeral Home, 
and an inflatables play zone for chil-
dren. Battlefield Community Seventh 
Day Adventist Church gave away free 
glow sticks, tattoos and two bicycles 
and helmets.

Flintstone Boy Scout Troop 316 
presented the colors before the Tab-
ernacle Big Band led the crowd in the 
Pledge of Allegiance and invited the 
crowd to sing along as they played 
patriotic music.

There were food vendors, including 
the Chattanooga Valley Lions Club 
frying up their specialty pork rinds.

McKeever said sponsors of this 
year’s Patriotism at the Post were 
North Georgia Electric Membership 
Corporation Operation Round-Up, 
First Volunteer Bank, Callahan Me-
chanical, and Chattanooga Trailer.

The chalk art at the event is be-
coming a signature feature for Fort 
Oglethorpe. Chalk artist guests this 
year included a number of people who 
also organize chalk art events and 
teach the skill. Artist Zach Herndon, 
from Atlanta, pioneered the Pop-Up 
Chalk Festival concept and teaches 
classes and workshops. He has trav-
eled to festivals in numerous states 
and in Germany and Italy. 

Herndon graced the street at this 
year’s Patriotism at the Post with a 
reproduction of a painting by Brad-
shaw Crandell called “Into the Wild 
Blue Yonder.”

FO CELEBRATES 4TH
‘Patriotism at the Post’ celebrates 243 years of America
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Tamara Wolk

Attendees of Fort Oglethorpe’s 2019 Patriotism at the Post recite the Pledge of Allegiance together.

See STREETSCAPE, A11

Lookout Mountain Judicial Circuit Drug Task Force

Heroin sells for $200 per gram. One ounce of heroin contains 
28.35 grams of the drug.

IF YOU HAVE 

INFORMATION ...

If you know of someone 

who is manufacturing or 

selling drugs, call the task 

force at 706-638-5570.

See BUST, A11

Above: The Chattanooga Valley Lions 
Club was on hand, as always, with their 
famous fried pork rinds. Left: Guest 
chalk artist Zach Herndon of Atlanta 
reproduced a painting by Bradshaw 
Crandell called “Into the Wild Blue Yon-
der.” Below: Paige Osbourn of Heritage 
Funeral Home was giving away Ameri-
can flags. She tried unsuccessfully to 
stump these well-informed youngsters 
with questions about American history.

Photos by Tamara Wolk

See CELEBRATE, A10

 ♦ It is planned to 
make the area more 
applealing and more 
accessible.


