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God’s Loving Angels 
group raising money 
to help feed families 
in need year round

See Page A11

Marietta Street United 
Methodist Church is host-
ing its annual anniversary 
celebration through mu-
sic on Sept. 16 at 6 p.m., 
followed by a special ser-
mon on Sept. 17 with the 
Rev. Vincent Dortch of 
Antioch Baptist Church 
in Carrollton as the guest 
speaker. The church will 
then hold a revival from 
Sept. 18 through Sept. 20, 
7 p.m. nightly with a theme 
for the week of “Revive 
the Passion!” The pub-
lic is invited to the five-
day event at the church 
on Robert L. Parks Bou-
levard, Cedartown. For 
more information call An-
nie Vaughn at 770-748-4200.

Golfers get ready to 
tee off this fall for the 
first ever CASA of Polk 
and Haralson County golf 
tournament. The upcom-
ing fundraiser will be Sept. 
22 at the new Cedar Valley 
Country Club next to Pet-
ro’s in Cedartown at 1811 
Buchanan Highway. Reg-
istration begins at 8 a.m. 
with a continental break-
fast available to players, 
and a tee time at 9 a.m. 
Prizes and a complimen-
tary lunch are included. 
There’s also a Hole in One 
for a new car prize being 
sponsored by Hardy Chev-
rolet Buick and GMC. Call 
Brett Hunter at 256-239-
7882 for more information. 
Cost is $100 per player, $400 
for a four-person team.

Please see CALENDAR A12

Meggitt 
announces 
investment 

for expansion 
in Rockmart

From staff reports

A big investment is 
being made by an in-
ternational company to 
add jobs, improve their 
equipment and upgrade 
facilities at a Rockmart 
plant according to a re-
lease from Gov. Nathan 
Deal’s office last week.

Meggitt Polymers and 
Composites announced 
through Deal’s office 
that they plan to spend 
$30 million in the coming 
years and add 211 new 
employees to their plant 
in Rockmart, located at 
the old home of Goodyear 
Rubber and Tire.

“Geor-
gia values 
Meggitt’s 
steadfast 
commit-
ment to cre-
ating jobs 
and invest-
ing in Polk 
County,” 
said Deal. 
“Meggitt’s 
decision to expand its 
workforce is a reflection 
of Georgia’s ability to re-
tain dynamic manufac-
turing companies with 
our business-friendly 
environment and highly 
skilled workforce. We are 
looking forward to grow-
ing our relationship with 
Meggitt and seeing the 
company continue to suc-
ceed here in Georgia.”

One of Polk County’s 
largest employers with 
more than 1,000 people 
working within its facil-
ity on Goodyear Street, 
Meggitt will mainly be in-
vesting in workforce and 
equipment with the up-
coming spending the com-
pany plans to undertake 
according to Missy Kend-
rick, the President of the 
Development Authority 
of Polk County. Meggitt’s 
business is specifically fo-
cused on the design and 
manufacture of military 
and commercial aircraft 
fuel tanks, fuel systems 
and advanced composite 
structures, including ra-
domes for in-flight satel-
lite communications.

“As Meggitt Polymers and 
Composites continues to 
grow globally, we will also 
continue to expand here in 
Rockmart, Georgia,” said 
David Horner, president 
of Meggitt Polymers and 
Composites. “I would like 
to thank Gov. Nathan Deal 
and the Georgia Depart-
ment of Economic Devel-
opment for all their hard 
work and collaboration. 
The state of Georgia is the 
perfect environment for us 
to accelerate our business 
growth and create more 
jobs in the near future.”

Please see MEGGITT A8

New candidates enter races

From staff reports

The qualifying period is over, 
and this year residents in the 
cities and those voting for the 
school board race in Rockmart 
will get to see some political 
newcomers in the race, while 
at least two incumbents have 
decided they’re stepping down 

from their seats at year’s end.
The ballots are set for the 

2017 municipal elections com-
ing up in November, when resi-
dents in Aragon, Cedartown and 
Rockmart will head to the polls 
to decide on city council and 
city commission seats, along 
with a special election to offi-
cially fill a school board seat.

In the Board of Education 
race, the interim District 6 mem-
ber Judy Wiggins will seek to 
keep her spot after being ap-
pointed to the job in replacing 
Hal Floyd, who stepped down 
from his seat to avoid an issue 
with nepotism rules.

Wiggins, a longtime educator and 
administrator in the Polk School 

District, comes into the role with 
33 years of overall experience.

Prior to getting the seat on the 
school board, Wiggins had filled 
in as a interim principal at sev-
eral schools in the Polk School 
District following her retirement.

She’ll face two challengers in 
the race in her temporary in-
cumbency as a Rockmart-area 
school board member.

Chris Culver, a local business 
owner who lives in the district, 
decided he wanted to run for 
the board as a political new-
comer. He said that with his 
own children and many niec-
es and nephews in the system, 
he’s well versed in the issues 
of the school board and seeks a 

chance to make an impact from 
the other side.

Also joining the race for school 
board this year is Carolyn Wil-
liams, who was the third and final 
candidate to enter the November 
special election. Municipal elec-
tions have also drawn political 
newcomers in Aragon, a trio of 
which are in the race along with 
a recent incumbent for seats.

Local landscaping business 
owner Kelsey Collum, who took 
over the seat for Duel Mitch-
ell after his resignation at the 
beginning of the year, seeks to 
keep his seat on the Aragon City 
Council in the coming months. 

Please see QUALIFY A15

Cedartown homecoming

Kevin Myrick / Standard Journal

The 2017 senior homecoming court holds up their hands with eight fingers raised to 

symbolise their love for the Class of 2018 at Cedartown High School. The court is 

made up of Rhonda Bevel, Sarai Diaz, Katrina Harris, Chloe Lee, Hannah Marchbanks 

and Yovanka Pineda. (See more Homecoming Court pictures on page A8.)

Cedartown to celebrate homecoming Friday

Cedarstream announces move to new facility

From staff reports, 
press release

A big idea born inside 
of a small office in down-
town Cedartown has 
grown rapidly, yet with 
sharp prudence, over the 
past three decades.

What went from a hus-
band and wife duo of cre-
ating, inspecting, folding, 
and packing each prod-
uct by hand has now 
morphed into a team of 
46 specialized employ-
ees, with modern tech-
nology streamlining the 
process. But this isn’t the 

end of the story. A new 
chapter will be written 
in the coming years as 
hometown entrepreneurs 
Jamie and Darcy Morris 
grow their “big idea” 
again.

And this time, the sky’s 
the limit.

After 30 years, the 
Cedar stream Co. is an-
nouncing that they’ll be 
growing in the coming 
years and are making a 

move from their current 
headquarters in down-
town Cedartown into a fa-
cility more tailored to their 
needs and future growth.

Photo contributed by Aimee Madden / City of Cedartown

City Manager Bill Fann (from left) stands with Cedarstream owners 

Jamie and Darcy Morris, and their children — daughter Jenny 

Burch and her husband, Ben, and Daniel Morris — show off the new 

headquarters for their downtown business Cedarstream, which will 

be moving out to the Northside Industrial Park in the near future. 

Please see NEW A2

 z Aragon, Cedartown and 
school board races are all 
contested for 2017; 
Rockmart incumbents are 
running without 
challengers.

Gov. Nathan 
Deal

From staff reports

Festivities are ongoing this 
week at Cedartown High School 
and wrap up on Friday night with 
the crowning of a queen for 2017 
for the annual celebration of 
Homecoming for the Bulldogs.

Though technically Cedartown’s 
football team hasn’t been on the 
road yet this year in the regular 
season, they are getting the game 
in early on this year’s schedule 
to keep it from conflicting with 
region play later on in the year.

Cedartown will host Gilmer 
County on the gridiron for this 
year’s homecoming game, but be-

fore the players take the field 
there’s plenty more activities to 
keep fans interested.

On Friday, the homecoming 
court will have an official pre-
sentation at a pep rally event in 
the gym, followed later in the af-
ternoon by the annual homecom-
ing parade set for 2 p.m. down 
Main Street in Cedartown. 

Participants for the parade 
were expected to have their en-
tries in at the beginning of the 
week to be able to enter the pa-
rade lineup.

This year’s court is made up of 
six seniors: Rhonda Bevel, Sarai 
Diaz, Katrina Harris, Chloe Lee, 

Hannah Marchbanks and Yovan-
ka Pineda.

Junior court members include 
Madison Coffin, Hayley Moore, 
Nicole Porter and Shae Smith, 
along with sophomore court mem-
bers Leslie Cervantes, Gisselle 
Guzman, Lacy Smith and Jayla 
To and freshmen court members 
Ava Allred, Farleigh Glen, Emily 
Haney and Reagan Peek.

An official presentation of the 
court and announcement of the 
2017 queen will be completed 
during halftime of Friday’s game.

Check in the upcoming edition 
of the Standard Journal to learn 
who won this year’s title.

 z The plant is 
expected to be done in 
2018 as the company  
makes a $4.5 million 
investment into the 
expansion.


