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Award-winning theatre 

company Back Alley 

Productions invites you 

to attend our produc-

tion of “An Irish Cour-

age Christmas,” which 

will perform Fridays-

Sundays at the Mars 

Theatre in LaFayette.

Story on page C1.

Our hours for 
the holidays
The Catoosa County 

News office will observe 
special hours for the 
holidays:

 ♦ Monday, Dec. 24 - 8 
a.m. to noon.

 ♦ Tuesday, Dec. 25 
- Closed.

 ♦ Wednesday, Dec. 26 
- 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

 ♦ Tuesday,  Jan.  1 
- Closed.

 ♦ Wednesday, Jan. 2 - 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For the 

latest 

on local 

news, 

visit 

catoosawalkernews.

com.

C o n v e n i e n t 
A p p o i n t m e n t s  ava i l a b l e . A s k  yo u r  p r i m a r y  c a r e  p r o v i d e r                        

706.272.4127
Physician Group

t o  s c h e d u l e  yo u r 
c o l o n o s c o p y.

By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

Catoosa County commissioners 
and elected officials from the cit-
ies of Ringgold and Fort Ogletho-
rpe gathered for a town hall meet-
ing Thursday night, Nov. 29, where 
they presented an agreement for the 
proposed transportation sales tax.

Over the past few weeks, discussions 
and meetings have taken place to map 
out how a Transportation Special Pur-
pose Local Option Sales Tax (TSPLOST) 
would be split between the three gov-
ernments if approved by voters.

The 1-cent tax, which generates 
revenue for road and transporta-
tion upgrades, will be placed on a 
referendum and residents will have 
the opportunity to vote on the mat-
ter in March.

“It’s not official yet, but all of us 
have agreed on a plan, and it will 
be up to the public,” Commissioner 
Jim Cutler said.

Thursday’s meeting offered Q&A 
opportunities for the residents to eval-
uate what they would be voting on.

Catoosa County Public Works offi-
cials, as well as the city managers and 
some City Council members from both 

Ringgold and Fort Oglethorpe had pre-
sentation boards set up chronicling 
each government’s recent projects and 
ideas for potential use of the funds.

“This could really help us fix and 
maintain a lot of our roads,” said Jer-
emy Bryson, Projects Inspector for 
Catoosa County. “It’s taking around 
$350,000 a mile to fix some of these 
roads that we’re trying to do com-
plete fixes on. With the growth and 
kind of traffic we’re getting, you can 
see the before pictures; that’s the 
shape some of these roads are in.”

TSPLOST agreement
Catoosa County, city officials in agreement on proposed transportation sales tax

Catoosa County Projects Inspector Jeremy Bryson stands near a display of recently completed projects during the 
TSPLOST town hall meeting Thursday night, Nov. 29. / Adam Cook

Ringgold, Catoosa eyeing courthouse streetscape

By the 
numbers:
Earth, U.S., 

Georgia, 
Catoosa 

County in a 
few numbers
By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

Almost everyone loves num-
bers and statistics, from sports 
scores to restaurant report card 
scores and how much money 
the neighbors make to popu-
lation data. Operating on this 
premise, here are some num-
bers about our planet, country, 
state and county, courtesy of 
the U.S. Census Bureau.

 ♦ 7.5 billion people live in 
the world. 329 million of them 
call the United States home. 
We have 10 million humans 
here in Georgia and around 
66,500 of them right here in 
Catoosa County.

 ♦ Only two countries – China 
and India – boast more peo-
ple than the U.S., but it’s a lot 
more. China comes in at 1.38 
billion and India at 1.29 billion.

 ♦ One person is born every 
eight seconds in the U.S. and 
one dies every 12 seconds.

 ♦ Only seven states have a 
larger population than Geor-
gia. They are California, Texas, 
Florida, New York, Pennsylva-
nia and Ohio. That leaves 42 
states with fewer people than 
the Peach State.

 ♦ It might surprise people 
to know that Georgia has an 
overall younger population than 
most states. We are one of only 
five states where under 14 per-
cent of our population is age 
65 and over. The precise num-
ber for Georgia is 13.2 percent. 
Our companion states in this 
category are Texas, Colorado, 
Utah and California.

 ♦ How about this? For all our 
rural space in Catoosa County, 
we have a much denser popula-
tion than the state as a whole. 
We pack the folks in at 394 
people per square mile while 
the state as a whole runs 168 
per square mile.

 ♦ The Census Bureau found 
that just over 662,300 veter-
ans live in the state of Geor-
gia. Over 4,100 of them live in 
Catoosa County and of those, 
521 of them own businesses.

 ♦ That’s probably enough 
to mull over for one week. For 
those who thrive on numbers, 
you can watch the world’s pop-
ulation increase in real time at 
census.gov/popclock.

By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

Ringgold officials are dis-
cussing plans for a streetscape 
improvement project around 
the Catoosa County Court-
house and will now seek input 
from the county’s sheriff and 
Board of Commissioners.

The project was first pre-
sented to the public dur-
ing Ringgold’s Nov. 12 City 
Council meeting, at which 
time Councilman Randall 
Franks presented first draw-
ing of changes to the block 
surrounding the courthouse.

“The council is sup-
porting this particular proj-
ect that was brought to us 
through our visioning plan 
that the EDA (Economic 
Development Authority) 
and the Lyndhurst Founda-
tion helped us with as part 
of the Downtown Develop-
ment Authority’s overall 
plan,” Franks said.

Preliminary details of the 
plan include making Maple 
and Jail streets one-way, 
plus new and revamped 
crosswalks, green spaces, 
and more parking.

“This will make a tre-
mendous improvement in 
the traffic flow around the 
courthouse,” Franks said. 
“We’ll be adding additional 

parking on all of these 
streets around the court-
house, with a tremendous 
amount of additional park-
ing on Jail Street, as well 
as along Lafayette Street 
and on Maple Street.”

The parking along Nash-
ville Street (U.S. 41) would 
remain essentially the same 
under the current first plan.

“That’s where were at,” 
Franks said. “I think our 
plan was to take this to the 
courthouse and allow the 
commissioners to review it 
as well as the sheriff’s office 
— let them give it a look to 
see what we’ve got in mind 
from our visioning plan.”

The council unanimously 
approved the initial design, 
and the motion included 
submitting it to the county 
for review.

By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

Imagine you’re 8 or 10 years 
old. Or 15 or 16. For one reason or 
another you have no real home to 
call your own. No bed of your own, 
much less a bedroom. Your clothes 
and a few toys or personal posses-
sions are in your backpack or a plas-
tic grocery bag. Your family is stay-
ing with Aunt Jane and Uncle Joe, 
who are none too happy about it.

Or maybe you’re all staying at a 
friend’s house or in a motel. The 
holidays are coming up but there’s 
nothing special in sight for you — 
not for Christmas and not beyond.

That’s the basic situation of more 
than 350 children and young people 

in Catoosa County schools.
“There’s a problem of invisible 

homelessness in our area,” says 
Catoosa Schools social worker and 
homeless liaison Melissa Holcombe. 
“Families are living doubled up or in 
places not normally used for habita-
tion because parents have lost jobs or 
have substance abuse or mental health 
problems. Children live in tense and 
unpredictable circumstances where 
they know their families could have 
to leave at a moment’s notice. They’re 
walking on eggshells. They see and 
feel the conflict and instability.”

While all this turmoil is going on 
in children’s lives, they’re expected 
to keep up their academic perfor-
mance, even in the face of changing 
schools once or more a year. Hol-

combe says that studies show that 
children identified as homeless lose 
three to six months of academic gains 
every time they must switch schools. 
This is one of many issues Holcombe 
and those she works with help to 
resolve for children already facing 
so much trauma in their young lives.

“If a child’s family has to move 
to another school zone, that’s one 
more major disruption in their life 
and education. We do all we can 
to keep them in the school they’ve 
become accustomed to. We see if 
there’s a way we can bus them to 
their school of origin or we’ll pro-
vide gas vouchers so parents can 
drive them to school.”

Helping  the 350 homeless children 
who attend schools in Catoosa County

Ringgold City Councilman Randall Franks discusses some of 
the early plans for a streetscape project. / Adam Cook

 ♦ Plans include making 
Maple and Jail streets 
one-way, new and 
revamped crosswalks, 
green spaces, and 
more parking.

See TSPLOST, A8

See STREETSCAPE, A10

Children and their families are consid-
ered homeless not only if they find them-
selves living on the street but if they are 
living in temporary places, including with 
relatives or friends, at campgrounds or 
at motels, because they cannot afford 
stable housing. / ContributedSee HOMELESS, A10


