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Aragon’s annual Christ-
mas Parade is coming up 
on Saturday, Dec. 9, 2017 
through the mill village 
at 4 p.m. Call City Hall 
at 770-684-6563 for more 
about entering a float 
and participating.

The next spaghetti din-
ner at American Legion 
Post 12 will be Wednes-
day, Dec. 13. Meal served 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Spaghet-
ti, meatballs, garlic toast 
and salad, $5, all-you-
can-eat. Trivia with Tom 
and Betty starts at 6 p.m. 
Come and enjoy a break 
from shopping and let us 
cook for you.

The Cedartown Christ-
mas Parade is coming 
up on Thursday, Dec. 
7, 2017 at 6 p.m. along 
Main Street. Come join 
in the fun and see Santa 
Claus and more. Visit ce-
dartowngeorgia.gov for 
more about entering a 
float and to learn more 
about this year’s theme, 
“Christmas on the Silver 
Screen.”

Please see CALENDAR A12

By Kevin Myrick
SJ Editor

Charges have been dropped 
and the grand jury for Polk 
County decided not to hand 
down a sole indictment against 
a defendant in a animal cruelty 
and dog fighting case during the 

panel’s latest session.
Victor Long, an Atlanta-based 

attorney working on behalf of 
Candace Sorrells, 34, of Rock-
mart, said today that her arrest 
would have been prevented had 
she been forthright with investi-
gators when they arrived at her 
home in September.

He added that his client main-
tains the dog found at her home 
that had just birthed a litter of 
puppies was not involved in the 
case at all and is owned by her 
daughter.

“The dogs that were reported 

in her house was 
her daughter’s dog 
and was given to 
her, and had noth-
ing to do with the 
dogs that they al-
leged that was in 
the dog fighting sit-
uation,” Long said.

District Attorney 
Jack  Browning 
said that an indict-
ment was not returned against 
her for 107 felony counts of be-
ing party to a crime, but that the 
case is moving forward against 

the other defendant in the case.
Browning said that arraign-

ment will be forthcoming 
against Devecio Ranard Row-
land, 32, has remained in jail 
since his arrest in late August, 
first on animal cruelty charges 
stemming from the discovery of 
70 dogs on property he formerly 
owned at 569 Cashtown Road. 
He alone was indicted in the 
case which is expected to head 
to court in early 2018, Brown-
ing said.

Rowland to stand trial
 z  Sorrells is cleared of 

charges in dog fighting 
case, but Rowland is set to 
face trial.

Christmas at the Coke Museum

The Cedartown Museum of 

Coca-Cola Memorabilia is just 

one of many locations around 

Polk County that took some time 

during the week of Thanksgiving 

to deck the halls and string 

twinkling lights around their 

space to get ready for the 

holidays. Visit the museum 

Thursdays through Saturdays 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. to find them.

Photos by Kevin Myrick, Standard Journal

Early 
voting for 

runoff 
will end 
Friday

From staff reports

The District 6 school 
board race will be decid-
ed next week on Tuesday, 
Dec. 5 in a runoff elec-
tion, but voters will get 
a chance to head to the 
polls and cast their ballot 
early through Friday as a 
brief early voting period 
continues.

Ballots can be cast 
through Friday, Dec. 1, 
by voters at the Nathan 
Dean Community Cen-
ter at 60 Goodyear St., 
Rockmart and at the Polk 
County Board of Elec-
tions office in Cedartown 
at 144 West Ave., during 
regular business hours 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Only voters in District 
6 — an area including 
half of downtown Rock-
mart making up part of 
the southeast corner of 
the Polk County — are al-
lowed to participate in 
the race, and it is the only 
item on the ballot for that 
area.

The Rockmart precinct 
will be open as well until 
Friday, Dec. 1 ahead of 
the Tuesday, Dec. 5 elec-
tion.

Voters are going to the 
polls to decide between 
interim school board 
member Judy Wiggins, 
running to retain her 
seat, and candidate and 
local business owner 
Chris Culver. Wiggins 
took 229 votes in the dis-
trict, or 42 percent of the 
overall, and Culver took 
210 votes, or 38 percent 
of the total.

Carolyn Williams, who 
ran in the race as well, 
took 18.7 percent of the 
vote, or 101 ballots in the 
November race.

Without a clear major-
ity held by any candi-
date, Wiggins and Culver 
moved to the runoff com-
ing up in 2 weeks to de-
cide who will take the 
seat permanently.

Wiggins was selected 
by the board members 
to serve until the end 
of December in the po-
sition formerly held by 
now Polk County Com-
missioner Hal Floyd, who 
resigned from the school 
board in early August.

A Former Polk School 
District teacher and ed-
ucator, Wiggins seeks to 
keep the seat for the com-
ing years now that she is 
in office on a temporary 
basis. In previous re-
porting, she has said she 
seeks to utilize her expe-
rience in the classrooms 
and halls of Polk School 
District to meet specific 
local needs.

Mentors 
return for 
Take Back 

Polk
 
By Kevin Myrick
SJ Editor

Earlier in the school 
year, Commissioner Jen-
nifer Hulsey took on an 
ambitious goal of trying 
to improve the lives of 
students who are strug-
gling the most when they 
need encouragement and 
strong influences in their 
lives.

Hulsey, who is also a Ce-
dartown Middle School 
English teacher, saw that 
a number of her students 
struggling for a variety of 
reasons. They were get-
ting into trouble, weren’t 
excelling academically 
like their peers.

A variety of reasons are 
involved for their school 
lives being a struggle, 
but what Hulsey saw 
were a target group who 
if turned around during 
their early teens, would 
avoid the pitfalls of many 
of those who have come 

before and been in the 
same position. All the 
students need are some 
positive role models.

Enter Hulsey’s Take 
Back Polk program, en-
tering the third month of 
meetings between mentors 
and students at Cedartown 
and Rockmart Middle 
School. This Tuesday and 
Wednesday, students who 
were selected for the pro-
gram will be meeting with 
figures from all walks of 
life, from business profes-
sionals and former educa-

tors, to county officials and 
law enforcement officers.

The students will main-
ly be focusing on discuss-
ing the goals outlined by 
students earlier in the 
year and areas of char-
acter education.

Judging by previous 
results, the one-on-one 
program between the 
middle school students 
and their mentors so far 
seems to be having the ef-
fect Hulsey hoped to see.

Contributed photo

Local officials from Rockmart gather back in 

September for the first mentoring session at 

Rockmart Middle School as part of the Take 

Back Polk program.

Please see TRIAL A3

Please see VOTING A15

Rockmart 
Christmas 
Parade is 

Friday
From staff reports

The annual parade 
winding through Rock-
mart is coming up this 
Friday night as the 
Christmas parade gets 
underway at 6 p.m.

The parade — which 
culminates in front of the 
Rockmart History Muse-
um with a visit from ol’ 
St. Nick himself — is cel-
ebrating “The Sound of 
Christmas” this holiday 
season in conjunction 
with the Rockmart Com-
munity Chorus’ 2017 con-
cert, also coming up this 
weekend.

The theme calls for 
extravagant displays of 
light, decorations, and il-
luminations.

Already fully mapped 
out, the sure-to-be daz-
zling parade is scheduled 
to run through a large 
portion of the city. 

Devecio 
Ranard 
Rowland

Please see PARADE A5Please see MENTOR A1

UMCOR Volunteers 
help pack relief kits. 

See Page A11


