
Above left: Gracie Goss (left) pets a lamb 
held by Rhonda Roper as members of 
Antioch Baptist Church prepared for their 
third annual drive-thru live nativity on 
Wednesday, Dec. 16, at Camp Antioch. 
More than 20 actors and a group of animals brought to life 
four scenes from the story of the first Christmas for visitors to witness during 
the evening. Above right: Brandon Leo with Iron P Homested Exotic Petting Zoo in Hogansville 
tends to the camel Preacher at Antioch Baptist Church’s live nativity while dressed as one of the three wise men.
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Kresge United Methodist 
Church, 15 Booger Hollow 
Rd., is presenting a drive-
thru live nativity on Dec. 
22nd and Dec. 23rd from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. each night. 
The event will be canceled 
if it rains.

The Rockmart Cultural 
Arts Center is hosting the 
exhibit “Angels Among Us” 
at its gallery through Dec. 
24, 2020 along with many 
local handmade items in 
its gift shop. Artwork is on 
display from 30 artists in 
a variety of mediums with 
angels, nurses, firemen. 
Church groups are wel-
come to schedule a tour 
with masks and social dis-
tancing. For more informa-
tion call 770-684-2707 or 
visit them on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/rcac.ga.

The Northwest Georgia 
Center for Independent Liv-
ing holds a COVID-19 Peer 
Support call every Mon-
day at 2 p.m. via the Zoom 
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Howard Edmonds “Doc” 
Ayers, who became synony-
mous with Cedartown ath-
letics and lifting up local 

youth, passed 
away Satur-
day morn-
ing, Dec. 19, 
according to 
a family post 
on Facebook.

He was 98.
Ayers, who 

grew up in 
Toccoa, became the head 
football coach at Cedartown 
High School in 1952.

In 12 seasons, Ayers led 
the Bulldogs to two region 
championships, seven sub-
region championships and 
Cedartown’s first, and only, 
state championship in 1963.

His record of 91 wins and 
40 losses is still the best in 
program history.

Ayers’ grandson, Trey Ayers, 
posted the news of his grand-
father’s passing on Facebook 
Saturday morning.

“It is with the heaviest of 
hearts today that I share How-
ard Edwards Ayers (Doc) went 
peacefully into heaven this 
morning,” the post reads. “He 
was truly a one of a kind man 
who will dearly be missed.”

When Vince Dooley took the 
head coaching job at Georgia 
in 1964, Doc Ayers was the 
first assistant coach he hired.

Ayers coached the UGA 
freshman team to a three-year 
28-12 record. It remains the 
best record in Georgia fresh-
man team football history. He 
remained on the Georgia staff 
for 17 years.

Ayers held Cedartown close 
to his heart, helping with chari-
ties and staying busy with the 
annual Ayers-Beck Celebrity 
Golf Tournament, which he 
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Whether it’s a jingle bell, a hand 
bell, a bicycle bell or even a cow bell, 
Jannah Sorrell is hoping they all will 
be ringing at 6 p.m. on Christmas 
Eve this year.

And she’s got some support from 
across Polk County.

The Cedartown resident brought 
the idea to the city governments of 
Cedartown, Rockmart and Aragon 
earlier this month and all three have 
made separate proclamations pro-
claiming Dec. 24 — this Thursday 

— as Ring the Bell Day in each city.
“We’re pretty excited about it,” 

Sorrell said. “I thought it would 
be something neat to all do some-
thing together from the comfort of 
our own homes. I live in town, so I 
thought if I could go out on Christ-
mas Eve and hear all these bells it 

would be something special. I nev-
er imagined it would blow up and 
turn into what it has.”

The proclamations state that resi-
dents should go outside on Christ-
mas Eve and ring a bell for two min-
utes starting at 6 p.m. The goal of 
the event, Sorrell explained, is to 

Proclamations: ‘Ring the Bell’ on Christmas Eve

Former 
CHS, 
Georgia 
coach 
Ayers dies
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Antioch Baptist 
hosts live nativity

The mentor and 
philanthropist 
passed away 
Saturday at the 
age of 98.
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Cedartown resident’s idea gets boost from local governments
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Above left: Gracie Parks (left) and Garrison White portray Mary and Joseph on their way to 
Bethlehem as part of Anitoch Baptist Church’s drive-thru live nativity. Above right: A heavenly 
host joins “Mary” in the manger in Bethlehem following the birth of her son, Jesus Christ. 
Above: Several animals, including lambs, llamas, a donkey and a camel, and four different 
scenes to bring the story of the first Christmas to life at Camp Antioch on Wednesday, Dec. 16.


