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“Life is your journey 

— travel drug-free.” 

This is the theme for 

National Red Rib-

bon Week this year, 

which runs from Oct. 

23 through Oct. 31.   
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Linderman's Furniture
80 N. Three Notch Rd • Ringgold, GA 30736 • 706-937-3972

QUEEN
ADJUSTABLE
BED $999

(MATTRESS INCLUDED)

Adjustable Bed 
Features & Benefits

• Reduces Snoring
• Reduces Acid Reflux
• Eases Back Pain
• Head and Foot 

Adjustment

Special PriceLinderman's Furniture
80 N. Three Notch Rd • Ringgold, GA 30736 • 706-937-3972

CATNAPPER POWER LIFT RECLINERS  $799

Lift Chair Benefits
• Independence.
• Multiple positions.
• Ease of mobility.
• Reduce risk of injury.

FREE 
CHAIR 

 REMOVAL

By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

Students, teachers, and local 
officials were on hand Monday 
morning, Oct. 22, to take part 
in the ribbon-cutting ceremony 
celebrating the opening of the 
new Ben Carson Reading Room in 

Westside Elementary School’s media 
center.

In addition to several school 
officials and community leaders, 
Dr. Ben Carson’s wife Candy was 
in attendance to join the celebration.

The Ben Carson Reading Project 
is an initiative of the Carson 
Scholars Fund that provides funding 

for schools to create a literacy-
enriched environment for children 
to develop their reading skills. The 
cozy, nurturing setting promotes 
the importance of everyday leisure 
reading.

West Side Elementary School music 
teacher and current Ringgold City 
Councilman Kelly Bomar says the 

room is a great addition to the school.
“Being able to benefit from this 

donation by the Holland Family 
Foundation and the Carson Scholars 
Fund is such a huge benefit for the 
whole West Side community,” Bomar 
said. “By having a space set aside to

By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

Ringgold officials say a public forum 
is being organized with church leaders 
to help come up with a plan to remedy 
the issue of homeless people camping 
under a bridge on U.S. Highway 41.

The public forum will be held at 3 p.m. 
on Thursday, Nov. 15, at First Baptist 
Church of Ringgold on Nashville Street.

During the Oct. 8 Ringgold City 
Council meeting, Councilman Larry 
Black put the issue of “urban camping” 
on the agenda after residents complained 
about a number of people residing under 
the bridge next to the Ingle’s grocery 
store.

That discussion included possibly 
instituting an ordinance prohibiting 

such activity, but in the two weeks that 
have followed, local pastors and others 
have begun brainstorming ways to help 
those in question.

During the most recent meeting, 
Monday night, Oct. 22, Lookout 
Mountain Judicial Circuit Public 
Defender David Dunn spoke to the 
council about a number of issues the 
men living under the bridge face.

“I understand the concern,” Dunn 
said. “I would assume that probably a 
lot of people were not aware of these 
folks living out there because they’ve 
been there for a long time.”

Some of the men living under the 
bridge have criminal convictions in 
their past.

“In my opinion, all or most of them 
are there because they have literally no 

place else to go,” Dunn said. “I don’t 
think anyone in their right mind desires 
to live underneath a bridge. The simple 
fact of the matter is there are no places 
for them to go to. … That’s why they’re 
there.”

Dunn says his office handles a lot 
of cases where someone is released 
from jail or another type of facility with 
no financial resources and simply no 
place to live.

He added that there are facilities in 
Chattanooga and Dalton for people 
facing said circumstances, but none in 
Catoosa County. Furthermore, Dunn 
says, some of the neighboring shelters 
won’t accept people if they know they’re 
from Catoosa.

Urban camping
Public forum planned for Nov. 15 

to discuss Ringgold’s homeless problem

Early 
voting 
steady

Westside Elementary celebrates opening of Ben Carson Reading Room

By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

With the second week of 
early voting closed and less 
than a week left to cast a ballot, 
election officials say voter 
turnout has remained steady.

Early voting opened Monday, 
Oct. 15, and will continue 
through Friday, Nov. 2.

Tuesday, Nov. 6, is election 
day. Polls are open from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. that day.

Catoosa County Elections 
Director Tonya Moore says the 
voter turnout jumped from 8.6 
percent to 18.6 percent from 
week one to week two of early 
voting.

“We ended (Thursday, Oct. 
25) at 7,294 in-person ballots 
for both precincts,” Moore said.

During early voting residents 
do not have to vote at their

Renovated 
fire station 
completed 

under budget
By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

Catoosa County was able to 
close the financial books on 
renovation of Fire Station 3 
on U.S. Highway 41 in early 
October when the project was 
finished a few thousand dollars 
under budget.

According to Chief Randy 
Camp, the overall renovation 
came in almost $4,000 under 
budget.

The Board of Commissioners 
unanimously approved a 
change order for the work 
during its Oct. 2 meeting.

“The change order is to 
Chazler Inc. for the Station 3 
rebuild and for the certificate 
of substantial completion of 
the project,” Camp said. “The 
original contract was approved 
by commissioners for $722,206 
and the completion, which I’m 

City Councilman Larry Black discusses some of the issues and safety concerns involved with the “urban camping” 
going on underneath the bridge next to Ingle’s grocery store. / Adam Cook

Local Public Defender David Dunn addresses the Ringgold City Council Monday night, Oct. 22, regarding the issue 
of homeless people camping under a bridge along U.S. Highway 41. / Adam Cook
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