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Area Calendar 

of Events

The first Board of Elec-
tions Voter Registration 
drive is coming up on Jan. 
22 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the Elections Office in the 
Administration Building 
at 144 West Ave., Cedar-
town. Update voter regis-
tration, learn about early 
and absentee voting and 
have a chance to see the 
new voting equipment 
up close and personal at 
the event.

Polk County Chamber 
members, don’t forget to 
RSVP now for the upcom-
ing annual Member Ap-
preciation Breakfast be-
ing held on Friday, Jan. 
24 from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. 
Free for members. E-mail 
info@polkgeorgia.com 
to let the Chamber know 
you’ll be attending!

The Of This World, and 
Out solo exhibit from 
award-winning artist 
Shane McDonald is un-
derway at the Rockmart 
Art Gallery through Feb-
ruary 28. Check out the 
work of this area artist 
Tuesdays from 1 to 7 p.m., 
Wednesdays and Thurs-
days 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
and Saturdays 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. The reception hon-
oring McDonald and his 
work is open to the pub-
lic and coming up on Sat-
urday, Feb. 22 from 4 to 
7 p.m. Call 770-684-2707 
to learn more about ar-
ranging a group session 
in the gallery.

The annual Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Walk and 
Celebration is coming up 

Staff reports

ATLANTA — Poor administra-
tion of Georgia’s film tax credit, 
the state’s largest and arguably 
most generous, is wasting mil-
lions of tax dollars, a new state 
audit has found.

In a 75-page report, the Georgia 
Department of Audits and Accounts 
accused the state departments of 
Revenue and Economic Develop-
ment of lacking the controls nec-
essary to prevent improper grant-
ing of credits to film production 
companies.

“Due to control weaknesses, 
companies have received cred-
its for which they are not eligible 
and credits that are higher than 
earned,” the report stated in its 
opening paragraph. “The issues 
can be attributed to limited re-
quirements and clarity in state 
law, inadequately designed proce-
dures, insufficient resources and/
or agency interpretations of law 
that differ from our own.”

The General Assembly first 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.

com

A Polk County Police Officer 
who was struck by a train in 

pursuit of a bur-
glary suspect is 
in good spirits, 
but still healing 
after suffering a 
serious injury in 
recent days.

Officer Andy 
Anderson was in 
pursuit of a male 
suspect who fled 

on foot along the railroad tracks 
on College Street in Rockmart 
after he was reported to have 
spotted the man — now iden-
tified as Jayden Moates of 
Cedartown — and a second 
female suspect involved in a 
burglary.

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

Been wondering what is up with 
Moore’s Soda Fountain in Cedartown?

The old corner eatery and onetime 
pharmacy that served as a meeting 
ground for friends before a movie night 
at West Cinema has long been dor-
mant, and in the past year was bought 
up with the intention of returning it 
back to its former glory.

A dream that was deferred, but com-
ing back to life in recent days. One that 
a group of students at Northside El-
ementary School took up for a project 
of their own.

The group of students came as part 
of project requirements for the Daw-
gbots annual robotics competition. 
Their assignment this year was learn-

ing about Moore’s of the past, and a 
bit about its present condition as well 
and presenting that to the Commis-
sion, which coach Joshua Bearden 

filmed for their upcoming super re-
gional competition coming up in Cobb 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

The gavel was passed and chairs 
re-arranged as the Polk County Board 
of Education got back to business 
as the 2020 calendar year begins.

With a unanimous vote and no 
other nominees, the board elected 
member J.P. Foster to take over 
as chair and decided to keep Kristi 
Gober as the Vice Chair.

Foster, who already announced at 
the year’s start that he would seek 
a new term in office on the school 
board, made no remarks upon his 
switching seats with Board Mem-
ber Bernard Morgan.

In fact, the school board moved 
through most of their business with-
out need for further discussion. 
They unanimously approved a new 
meeting calendar that provides for 

a 2020 schedule that features two 
meetings a month except for a com-
bined session this spring on April 
14, due to Spring Break closure of 

schools.
The calendar puts meetings coming 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

The final days before the 
legislative session begins un-
der the Gold Dome in Atlan-
ta are always slightly busier 
than normal for State Rep. 
Trey Kelley (R-Cedartown). 
Before the close of business 
on Friday afternoon past, 
Kelley was out at the Polk 
County Police Department 
fulfilling a fun and patriotic 
duty of the job: a flag pre-

sentation.
Kelley and Police Chief 

Kenny Dodd gathered in 
front of the flagpole at the 
department’s headquarters 
just outside of Cedartown 
for the brief ceremony, pro-
viding a new pair of state 
and national colors to the 
PCPD that have flown over 
the State Capitol.

As he heads into his sec-
ond year as Majority Whip, 
Kelley looks forward as well 
to continuing to work not 

just for the citizens of Polk 
and Haralson counties, but 
the entire state as a whole 
as he gets set to tackle big 
issues before the legislature.

“I always look forward to 
getting out and doing the work 
of the people, the work that 
this community elected me 
to do. It’s important work,” 
Kelley said. “I’m not excited 
about spending as much time 
as I’ll have to be spending in 
Atlanta, I’d rather be here on 
Main Street in Cedartown. 

But I’m looking forward to 
going out and getting to work 
for the people of Georgia.”

Among the items he hopes 
to push forward over the next 
40 days of the session is both 
providing a balanced budget 
as the state house is consti-
tutionally required to do, but 
also incorporate a promised 
lowering of the income tax 
rate and a proposed 6% de-
crease in spending sought 
by Governor Brian Kemp.

That income tax decrease 

is one that House Speaker 
David Ralston also agrees 
with moving ahead with in 
2020.

“I played a pretty big role a 
couple of years back (on the 
first decrease,) and I think 
my position is clear about 
cutting our state income tax. 
I worked extremely hard to 
push through the first cut, 
getting it from 6 to 5.75 and 
in that legislation we also 

Foster voted new school board chair

Kelley seeks to keep tax cut promise in 2020

Audit finds 
oversight 

of Ga’s film 
tax credit

Anderson 
recovering 
after being 

hit by train in 
foot chase

Kevin Myrick

The Northside Dawgbots brought a presentation about Moore’s Soda Fountain to the Cedartown Commission as 
part of their competition on Jan. 6.

Kevin Myrick

The school board is now being headed up by Kristi Gober as vice chair 
(center left) and J.P. Foster as chair (center right.)

Kevin Myrick

Joshua Bearden and Lawana Gurley (left) talked about the work their team 
members on the Northside Dawgbots did to dig into the history of Moore’s 
Soda Fountain and how it can be improved in the 21st Century.

Lawmakers expected 
to reevalute incentives 

this year; industry 
coalition responds 

Suspect Moates 
remained at-large 
as of press time

Andy 
Anderson
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Northside students 
provide Moore’s lesson
Dawgbots team presents info at City Commission meeting as 
past of project, seeks to help make future Moore’s kid-friendly

See MOORE, A11


