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Area Calendar 

of Events

The Rockmart Farmers 
Market is back in busi-
ness, though with social 
distancing and sanitation 
guidelines in effect. Come 
take part in the market on 
Waters Street in downtown 
Rockmart on Thursdays 
starting at 2 p.m. Find 
weekly updates about 
available produce and 
more at facebook.com/
rockmartfarmersmarkert.

See CALENDAR, A5

Staff Reports

Two candidates are vying in 
the Aug. 11 runoff election to 
be the Republican nominee in 
the 14th Congressional District 
race to represent Northwest 
Georgia.

Either Dr. John Cowan or 
Marjorie Taylor Greene will face 
Democrat Kevin Van Ausdal 
in the Nov. 3 general election.

Polk County voters can also 
vote in a runoff between Jason 
Anavitarte and Boyd Austin for 
the Republican nominee in the 
31st State Senate District race. 
The winner will face Demo-
cratic nominee Tianna Smith 
in November.

All registered voters except 
those who cast ballots in the 
June 9 Democratic primary 
are eligible to weigh in on both 
contests.

Voters may request an appli-
cation for an absentee ballot by 
Aug. 7. Polk County voters can 
request an application by con-
tacting the Polk County Board 
of Elections at (770) 749-2103 
or email lgeorge@polkga.org.

Voters may also visit https://
sos.ga.gov/index.php/Elections/
absentee_voting_in_georgia to 
print an application and mail 
it to the Polk County Board of 
Elections, 144 West Ave. Ste D, 
Cedartown, GA 30125.

Absentee ballots must be re-
ceived by the elections office 
no later than 7 p.m. on election 
day in order to be counted. Ad-
ditionally, the return envelope 
containing the ballot must be 
signed in order to be accepted.

Under state law, voters don’t 
have to provide a reason for 
using a mail-in ballot.

Early in-person voting is 
scheduled for July 20 through 
Aug. 7, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, at the elections 
office. The Rockmart Commu-
nity Center will not be avail-
able for early voting for the 
run-off election.

Brande Coggins, Polk County 
elections coordinator, indicat-
ed that they are encouraging 
voters to participate in early 
or absentee voting in order 
to minimize wait times and 
crowds on election day.

All social distancing and 
cleaning practices will con-
tinue at the precincts, such 
as spacing out voters waiting 
in line, keeping the number 
of voters inside a precinct to 
a minimum and wiping down 
machines and voter cards af-
ter each use.

For more information, includ-
ing election updates, sample 
ballots and helpful links, visit 
the elections office Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/
PolkGAElections.

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart@PolkStandardJournal.com

Polk County Police could utilize 
a new tool to enforce school zone 
speed limits if it gets the approval 
of the county commission.

Police Chief Kenny Dodd made 
a presentation on installing speed-
detection cameras and license plate 

readers on the roadways in front of 
Van Wert Elementary and Youngs 
Grove Elementary during the board’s 
monthly work session on Monday, 
July 6.

The two schools are the only Polk 
School District schools that are com-
pletely in the county. The option 
would have to be approved by the 
city government where the other 

schools are if they decide to do so.
The option to place the cameras 

in school zones to catch speeding 
drivers is allowed by Georgia House 
Bill 978, which was passed into law 
during the 2018 legislative session.

Dodd explained that the cameras 
would only be active when school is 
in session, mostly Monday through 
Friday from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. during the 
school year, however the tag readers 
would be on around the clock. The 
LPR system would be connected to 
the laptops county officers have in 
their patrol vehicles and can link to 
the Georgia sex offender registry as 
well as bring up the car’s insurance 
and registration information.

Dodd said he has already contacted 
RedSpeed, a company that installs 
the equipment, and they would in-
stall the equipment, put up signage 
and take care of collecting the data 
all at no cost to the county.

“They pretty much take care of 
everything,” Dodd said. “We just 
have to check the car’s registration 
and make sure school was in session 
when it was caught.”

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart@PolkStandardJournal.com

The possibility of Polk County stu-
dents returning to in-person learn-
ing this year took another step for-
ward last week with the school board 
confirming that classes will begin on 
schedule Aug. 3.

An extensive plan covering near-
ly every aspect of reopening schools 
and allowing students to come back 
to classrooms was unveiled by Super-

intendent Laurie Atkins at the school 
board’s July work session.

Detailed in an 18-slide presenta-
tion, the “Roadmap Back to PSD” 
parent guide not only focuses on new 
rules for students to maintain social 
distancing, but also includes the new 
procedures that will be adopted for bus 
routes, school meals, and instruction.

The full plan is available online at 
polk.k12.ga.us/News/returningtoschool.

“This has been a long journey to 
get to this,” Atkins said. “We want to 

thank our administrators, teachers 
and parents for being patient with 
us and helping us develop our plan. 
All of the guidelines outlined are for 
the health and safety of our students, 
teachers and staff.”

The overall plan was developed 
through consultation with the guide-
lines from the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and the Georgia Department 
of Education. Atkins said they checked 
to make sure reopening schools was 
a possibility before moving forward.

Polk County’s confirmed positive 
cases of COVID-19 is less than 0.6% 
of the county’s population, putting 
the county in a low-spread area in 
terms of infection. However, Atkins 
said after talking with Dr. Gary Voccio 
— the health director for Georgia’s 
Northwest Health District — it was 
recommended Polk follow the DOE 
guidelines for systems in minimal- or 
moderate-spread areas.

County mulls school zone speed cameras

Polk schools’ plan keeps scheduled start of Aug. 3

Voters to 
decide on 
GOP pick 
in runoff

Jeremy Stewart

Polk County Police Chief Kenny Dodd speaks to county commissioners dur-
ing their work session on Monday about the possibility of installing speed 
detection cameras on roads near Youngs Grove and Van Wert elementary.

‘Roadmap’ back to in-class instruction includes a focus on cleaning, protocols and facemasks

See SCHOOLS, A3

Rockmart Farmers Market continues to welcome public

Above: Kenny Herron of Euharlee Vegetable Farm picks out 
some tomatoes for a customer at the Rockmart Farmers 
Market on Thursday. The weekly market is located on Water 
Street and East Church Street near the Silver Comet Trail in 
downtown Rockmart. Left: Brittney Shaw makes a purchase 
from the Morning Glory Farm booth at the Rockmart 
Farmers Market while her son, Rhett Shaw, waits with her. 
Below: Mike Dehner of Little Creek Farm Nursery in Dallas 
chats with a customer while surrounded by a variety of 
plants at his booth. The market is held each Thursday from 
2-6 p.m. and accepts EBT and SNAP benefits.

Jeremy Stewart

See 14th District 
candidate Q&As 
inside on page A3

Commissioners, police chief discuss options for Van Wert, Youngs Grove

See SPEED, A3
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