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The American Red 
Cross will hold a blood 
drive at First Baptist 
Church of Rockmart, 311 
E. Elm St., on May 20 18 
from 2-7 p.m. There is 
a critical need for blood 
at this time.

Join in helping to 
plan your county’s fu-
ture by completing the 
Polk County Communi-
ty Vision Survey www.
nwgrc.org/polksurvey. 
Polk County and its cit-
ies are working on the 
5-year update of the Polk 
Joint Comprehensive 
Plan and want everyone 
to get a chance to give 
their opinion on topics 
that matter all, including 
transportation, economic 
development, housing, 
and historic and natural 
resources. Your input 
will be used in deciding 
which improvements 
and projects to pursue 
in the next five years 
and beyond.

A anointed gospel sing-
ing will be held in Peek 
Park in Cedartown on 
May 15 from noon to 
5 p.m. Everyone is wel-
come and all who attend 
will get free lunch along 
with drinks and dessert. 
Groups and singers in-
clude Zenk Turner, Skee-
ter Hindman, Katherine 
Croker, Darlene John-
son and The Faithful 
Promise.

Sons of the American 
Legion Post 12 in Rock-
mart is hosting a $5 All-
You-Can-Eat spaghetti 

See CALENDAR, A7

By Beau Evans
Capitol Beat News Service

Gov. Brian Kemp last week 
signed into law a package of 
education bills to give veter-
ans an easier path to becom-
ing teachers and allow private 
groups to donate grant funds 
to struggling public schools 
in Georgia.

The six-bill package also aims 
to boost teacher training at 
historically black colleges and 
universities, increase the share 
of state funding for charter 

schools, bolster 
mentorships for 
new teachers and 
allow schools to 
use vehicles oth-
er than school 
buses for student 
transportation.

The measures 
mark the latest 
moves by Kemp 
and backers in 

the General Assembly to show 
more support for Georgia 
teachers following passage of 
a new income-tax credit pro-
gram to attract retired educa-
tors back to classrooms and 
a string of teacher pay rais-
es approved in recent years.

“Today sends a message that 
brighter, more prosperous 
days start with putting our 
students and educators first,” 
Kemp said at a bill-signing 
ceremony at Kennesaw State 
University on May 4.

One measure sets up a teach-
er-training certification pro-
gram for active or honorably 
discharged veterans who have 
earned bachelor’s degrees, 
met certain grade-point-av-
erage standards and passed 
a state educator ethics test.

The bill also allows Geor-
gia’s teacher of the year to 
serve as an advisor to the 
state Board of Education, as-
signs mentors to help coach 
teachers with three years or 
less on the job who have low 
performance ratings, and 
creates training programs 
in alternative education and 
at historically black colleges 
and universities.

Two measures focus on 
Georgia charter schools by 
allowing local charter schools 
to take a larger share of the 
roughly $11 billion in state 
funds allocated for public 
schools annually and cre-
ating so-called “alternative 
charter schools” that focus 
on students with poor grades 

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart@PolkStandardJournal.com

Speaking on similar issues raised 
by former president Donald Trump, 
U.S. Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene 
made a stop in Polk County last week 
to speak to a group of constituents in 
the strongly Republican county.

Hosting a town hall at JWR Land 
and Cattle Co. in Rockmart on Wednes-
day, May 5, Greene received rousing 
applause and verbal approval from 
the crowd of about 150 people, most 
of which were given access to the event 
by registering through the congress-
woman’s website.

The first-year representative of Geor-
gia’s 14th congressional district spoke 
about a wide range of topics, from her 
dismissal from any house committees 
to her work with the Republican-forged 
House Freedom Caucus.

Throughout the evening, which lasted 
just more than an hour, Greene came 
back to President Joe Biden’s Ameri-
can Jobs Plan and how the $2.7 tril-
lion plan will not only hurt individu-
als in their pockets, but also in their 
jobs as part of the pathway to lowering 

carbon emissions.
“They want to pass these big bills, 

big spending bills, trillions of dollars, 
and in these spending bills they want 
to increase your taxes, and it’s a terrible 
thing,” Greene said. “You all work so 
hard every single day for the money 
that you earn, and you’re already pay-
ing your taxes. And then here we’ve 
got the federal government that wants 
to run you into deeper debt.”

Greene claimed Biden’s jobs plan is 
a thinly-veiled attempt at putting in the 
Green New Deal, an environmental- 
and energy-focused plan to reduce the 
country’s carbon footprint. Green said 

only a small fraction of Biden’s plan 
would be spent on infrastructure, one 
of the bullet points of the plan.

“We need to take care of our roads 
and our bridges and waterways and 
ports. These are very important things 
that tax dollars should be spent on,” 
Greene said. “But I don’t think any-
where in infrastructure does that mean 
the Green New Deal.”

According to the Committee for a 
Responsible Federal Budget, the Amer-
ican Jobs Plan is focused on upgrad-
ing and repairing America’s physical 

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart@PolkStandard-

Journal.com

The Polk County Po-
lice Department was rec-
ognized twice during the 
May work session of the 
Polk County Commission.

Officers Andy Ander-
son and Thomas Howard 
were recognized for their 
actions during the March 
25th severe storms when 
they responded to a serious 
chainsaw related injury.

Commission Chair Hal 

Floyd read a letter of com-
mendation from Cpl. Rob-
bie Akins, the two offi-
cers’ superior, detailing 
the pair’s actions when 
responding to a call on 
Lees Chapel Road in Ce-
dartown where a man had 
suffered a serious chain-
saw injury to his leg.

Officer Anderson and Of-
ficer Howard took imme-
diate action to control the 
bleeding until the arrival 
of EMS, which was delayed 

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart@ 

PolkStandardJournal.com

An investigation into “cy-
bertips” reported to the In-
ternet Crimes Against Chil-
dren Task Force resulted 
in the arrest of three Polk 
County men last week after 
police say they discovered 
several images of child pornogra-
phy in their possession.

According to Polk 
County jail reports, 
the three men were ar-
rested on Wednesday, 
May 5, and charged 
with over 100 counts 
combined of child por-
nography.

Stephen Alexander 
Griffin, 34, of Aragon, 
faces 24 counts of felony pos-

session of material depicting mi-
nors in sexual situations, Dacoda 

Lee Hughes, 24, of 
Cedartown, faces 66 
counts as well as pro-
bation violation, while 
Keen Blaine Mabry, 
25, of Cedartown, fac-
es 14 counts. Griffin 
and Hughes remain 
in jail after they were 
denied bond.

Polk County Police De-
tective B. Brady said he worked 
with Polk County Chief Magistrate 

Judge Jean Crane to set a 
bond for Mabry after he was 
made aware of a health con-
dition. He was released to 
a caregiver.

Brady, who is a member of 
ICAC, said the task force re-
ceived tips on possibly child 
pornography from internet 
providers and through the 
National Center for Missing 

County police named area agency of the year

3 men charged with possession of child pornography

Kemp signs 
education, 
business 
bills during 
busy week

Contributed

Polk County Police Officer Andy Anderson (from left), 
Chief Kenny Dodd and Officer Thomas Howard pose with 
the 2020 Area Agency of the Year award after being 
recognized at the May 3 work session of the county com-
mission.

Jeremy Stewart

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (left) poses for a photo with Jennifer Owens from 
Aragon following the congresswoman’s town hall in Rockmart last week.

Jeremy Stewart

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., speaks to a small crowd of supporters during a town hall at JWR Land and 
Cattle Co. in Rockmart on Wednesday, May 5. Around 150 people attended the event where Greene spoke about 
her disapointment of her fellow representatives in Washington, D.C.

Jason 
Anavitarte

State Sen. 
Jason Anavitarte 
is a sponsor of 
one of the bills

Arrests come after months of investigation by state and local law enforcement
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Officers commended for action in 
helping save a citizen’s legs after injury
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Greene finds responsive 
crowd in Polk County

First-term congresswoman 
attacks Biden’s jobs plan 
during town hall
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