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Michael Green, 
Gordon Lee 
High School 
Future Farmers 
of America 
alumni contact, 
has been 
meeting with the 
Chickamauga 
Board of 
Education and 
Chickamauga 
council to 
discuss the 
plans for the 
week of activities 
celebrating 
agriculture in 
February.

♦
Mary Catherine O’Bryant

By Mary Catherine O’Bryant
MOBryant@

WalkerMessenger.com

The National Future Farmers of 
America is planning activities in 
February to encourage more Chick-
amauga students to flock to careers 
in agriculture.

“Not everybody has to be a doc-
tor or a nurse,” Gordon Lee High 
School FFA alumni contact Michael 
Green said. “The FFA helps people 
become more well-rounded, and 
it provides good support for local 
farmers.”

Chicken houses, beef cattle and 
hay production make an economic 
impact in Walker County.

Green met recently with the Chick-
amauga’s Board of Education and 

the City Council to discuss Nation-
al FFA week, Feb. 23-29, when the 
FFA will raise funds, celebrate and 
educate the community about ag-
riculture.

“We use the funds we raise to 
first assist the needs of the local 
FFA chapter, second to promote 
agriculture in northwest Georgia 
(and) third to support those in our 
area within the industry by raising 
awareness of agricultural benefits,” 
Green said.

Merchants are encouraged to 
decorate their storefronts in the 
colors blue and gold during that 
week. Blue and gold street banners 
will be hung on light poles.

Collection boxes for a canned 
food drive will also be available at 

Gordon Lee FFA alumni to host week of activities

From Walker County Sheriff’s 
Office

Walker County Sheriff’s Office de-
tectives have arrested 53-year-old 

Richard Z. Benitez of 
Rossville in connec-
tion with the recent 
thefts of 25 packag-
es from the porch-
es of Walker County 
homes, according to 
Walker County Sher-
iff Steve Wilson.

A tip on Satur-
day, Jan. 4, led de-
tectives to the home 

of Benitez, where a search recov-
ered approximately 25 packages.

Detectives are working with Ca-
toosa County and Hamilton County 
authorities to identify victims linked 
to the thefts in those jurisdictions.

Benitez was booked at the Walker 
County Detention Facility on two 
counts of theft by taking and re-
leased on bond.

As the investigation continues, 
additional charges against Benitez 
are possible, Sheriff Wilson said.

By Catherine Edgemon
CEdgemon@WalkerMessenger.com

Opponents warned Commissioner 
Shannon Whitfield to abstain from 
overhauling Walker County’s alco-
hol ordinance.

On Jan. 9, Whitfield conducted 
the first public hearing to deregulate 
the ordinance to match with state 
minimum requirements for selling 
packaged wine and malt beverages, 
as well as the on-premise consump-
tion of wine, malt beverages and 
distilled spirits. If the commission-
er amends the ordinance after the 
second public hearing on Thursday, 
Jan. 23, the changes go into effect 
immediately.

“Shannon, I don’t think you’re 
dumb enough to try this in the next 
two to three weeks,” Ken Davis said.

The proposed changes stirred 
Davis and Rick Tallent to speak in 
opposition.

Tallent, a LaFayette minister, urged 
the commissioner to wait to allow 
churches time to review the pro-
posed amendments. He said most 
churches were unaware of the pro-
posed ordinance changes.

He asked why the 300-foot dis-
tance from churches must be deleted 
and why the changes must happen 
now; most people were so busy with 
holiday happenings to be aware of 
the proposed changes.

Whitfield and economic develop-
ment director Robert Wardlaw as-
sert that the changes will level the 
playing field for businesses that can-
not sell or serve alcohol in the unin-
corporated areas of the county while 
their competitors can do so within 

neighboring counties and city limits.
They also reasoned that the de-

regulation will limit government 
while the county can capture taxes 
that are being collected by other ju-
risdictions when consumers leave 
Walker County if the cannot get 
what they want there.

The proposed changes will align 
with ordinance amendments adopted 

by LaFayette months ago, they said.
Grocery stores are also exempt 

from the prohibition. A grocery store 
next to a church can currently sell 
alcohol, but another retail business 
cannot, Wardlaw said.

Tallent said he does not want a 
tavern or package store at the end 
of the parking lot.

“It’s going to hurt you a lot worse 
than it’s going to help you,” Davis said.

Whitfield and Wardlaw explained 
that the county saw the need to revise 
the ordinance after learning about 
the challenges Five Points Farm 
House faced. The restaurant is 
in the location formerly occupied 
by Melon Patch at 2697 Johnson 

Proposed county alcohol ordinance 
changes stir mixed reactions

Walker 
‘Porch 
Pirate’ 

arrested

Robert 
Wardlaw

By Catherine Edgemon
CEdgemon@WalkerMessenger.com

Walker County Commissioner 
Shannon Whitfield has set the 
qualifying fees for candidates for 

county 2020 elec-
tions.

State law requires 
that the qualifying 
fee be 3 percent of 
the minimum sal-
ary set for the po-
sition, unless oth-
erwise provided for 
in state law, and 

that the qualifying 
fee be set and pub-

lished for each county office to 
be filled in the general primary 
and general election. Whitfield 
set the fees during his Jan. 9 
meeting.

Based on longevity pay, some 
elected officials earn more than 
that amount.

After the transition from a sole 

County 
candidate 
qualifying 
fees set

Richard Z. 
Benitez

Shannon 
Whitfield

See FFA, A3

See FEES, A2

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

Walker County will 
elect a five-member 
commission in No-
vember as its new 
form of government.

Perry Lamb, 53, 
has filed his Declara-
tion of Intent to seek 
the position as chair-
man of the Board of 
Commissioners, who will 
run the daily business of 
the county.

Lamb grew up in Savan-
nah, started working for the 
Tampa Water Department 
at age 19, worked his way 
to management and moved 
on to train as a plumber. 
He finally came to live in 
the Chattanooga area to 
pursue further education 
as a certified surgical first 
assistant, the position he 

now holds with Erlanger 
Health System and works 

at on an as-needed 
basis with CHI Me-
morial Hospital Geor-
gia and Parkridge 
Medical Center.

Lamb and his wife 
have lived in LaFay-
ette for 13 years, own 
land in McLemore 
Cove and are work-

ing on building a farm.
Lamb says on his web-

site that he gained valuable 
experience in the areas of 
management and budgeting 
while working for the city 
of Tampa and also learned 
about government waste-
fulness.

“A well-planned budget, 
when implemented, can se-
cure a solid financial future,” 
says Lamb on his website. 
“With the right people in 
the right positions, caring 

about the welfare of this 
county, and with the help 
of the community, we can 
secure a better life for gen-
erations to come.”

To learn more about Perry 
Lamb, visit https://www.
perrylamb.com/

In addition to a board 

of commissioners, Walker 
County residents will vote 
in 2020 for sheriff, tax com-
missioner, coroner, probate 
judge, chief magistrate and 
some other judicial posi-
tions, superior court clerk 
and three board of educa-
tion positions.

Ken 
Davis

MORE ABOUT THE PROPOSED CHANGES

Under the proposed changes, a license for on-premise consumption of 

wine, malt beverages or liquor is prohibited in the following locations:

♦ within 300 feet of any licensed alcoholic treatment center

♦ within 300 feet of any housing authority property

♦ in any existing building or establishment having a history of 

prostitution or other sex offenses; fighting, shooting, or other violence; 

gambling; illegal dealing of alcoholic beverages or drugs; or other serious 

violations of the law.

Under the proposed changes, the sale of packaged wine and malt 

beverages is prohibited in the following locations:

♦ within 300 feet of any school building, school grounds or college 

campus, pursuant; however, a grocery store may sell them if the store is 

licensed for the retail sale of only wine or malt beverages for consumption 

off the premises within 300 feet of any school building, school grounds or 

college campus. 

♦ within 300 feet of any licensed alcoholic treatment center

♦ within 300 feet of any housing authority property

♦ in any existing building or establishment having a history of prostitution 

or other sex offenses; fighting, shooting or other violence; gambling; illegal 

dealing of alcoholic beverages or drugs; or other serious violations of the law.

Lamb announces run for County 
Board of Commissioners chairman

Perry Lamb

MORE INFORMATION FOR POTENTIAL 

CANDIDATES

For anyone interested in running for an office, two 

imminent deadlines are worth noting:

 ♦The need to file a Declaration of Intent to Accept 

Campaign Contributions (DOI): A DOI can be filed at 

any time up until the moment before qualifying, but no 

campaign donations can be accepted before it’s filed. 

 ♦The need to qualify: Qualifying, which designates 

one as an official candidate, takes place — March 

2-5, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and March 6, 9 a.m. to noon. 

Qualifying locations may vary depending on the party to 

which the candidate belongs.

To learn more, call the Walker County Elections Office 

at 706-638-4349.

DRINK DEBATE

See ALCOHOL, A2


