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City officials in 
Ringgold recently took 
part in a “big check” 
presentation with the 
Georgia Department 
of Community Affairs 
after being awarded a 
$600,000 Appalachian 
Regional Commission 
(ARC) Grant in 
November. 

The newly-awarded 
grant will be used 
to assist in adding 
a 500,000-gallon 
water tank to serve 
the South Alabama 
Highway industrial and 

commercial districts. 
Georgia Sen. Jeff 

Mullis, Northwest 
Georgia Joint 

Development Authority 
president and CEO, 
understands the 
importance of economic 

development and 
supporting industry

“To assist with 
the creation and/or 

retention of jobs in 
our region is top on 
my list,” Sen. Mullis 
said. “Ringgold is 
blessed with some great 
manufacturers and 
commercial businesses. 
They had a need for 
additional resources 
and we were able 
to play a role in the 
process.”

Mayor Pro Tem 
Terry Crawford 
says Mullis was 
instrumental in helping 
Ringgold secure the 
grant.

“We want to thank 
the state for awarding 

Jeff Long

named

Patriotic Citizen

of the Year.

Story on page A7

Ringgold’s Ricki 

Lynn Bickley named 

Catoosa County 

Player of the Year.

Sports, page B1
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Smoke Alarm Blitz

On Saturday, Dec. 
16, beginning at 9 a.m., 

Catoosa County Fire 
Department will be 

partnering with American 
Red Cross and the Boy 
Scouts of America to 

perform a Smoke Alarm 
Blitz. Crews will canvas 
the area of: Carol Drive, 
Karen Drive, Ore Street, 
Row Lane, Clydesdale 

Lane, Pinto Lane, 
Stallion Lane and Peyton 
Lane. They will be going 

door to door ensuring 
residents have working 
smoke alarms. In the 

event the citizens do not 
have working alarms, 

crews will install working 
alarms in the residence 
and then will review a 
home safety plan with 

them that covers escape 
routes, fire hazards, and 

smoke alarm monthly 
testing.

For the
latest 
on local 
news, 
visit our 
website at
catoosawalkernews.com.
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By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

If you’ve ever 
planned a wedding, you 
know about stress.

How about being in 
charge of 13 weddings? 
In one day? That’s 
the record number of 
weddings conducted at 
the Ringgold Wedding 
Chapel (RWC) since 
Darci Smith became 
the new owner in June.

As if 13 in one day 
weren’t enough, the 
Chapel has seen 350 
weddings since Smith 
took over. “You have to 
be very organized and 
keep things moving,” 
says Smith. “But you 
also have to make 
it a special time for 
the couple and their 
guests.”

People may be 
surprised to learn 
that while many local 
couples get married at 
the Chapel, most are 
from out of town and 
sometimes from out 
of the country. “We’ve 
had several brides 
from Brazil,” says 
Smith. “We have a lot of 
couples from Atlanta, 
Gainesville, from 
Bartow and Buford 
counties and from 
Alabama.”

Recently, a middle-
aged couple from 
England tied the knot 
at the Chapel. “They 
came over here to 
visit her son, and they 
decided to get married 
while they were here,” 
says Smith.

Just last week a 
couple called from 
the courthouse across 
the street. “They said 
they were getting their 
marriage license and 

wanted to come over 
here to get married,” 
Smith says. “We had 
a slot open in half an 
hour, so we got ready 
for them.”

Getting ready means 
having everything 
looking nice and 
preparing any extras 
the couple may want 
– music, bouquet and 
boutonniere, unity 
candle, personalized 
cake, the historical 

certificate each couple 

receives when they 

marry at the Chapel. 

A minister must be 

on hand. Ceremonies 

can be personalized 

for blending families 

– a candelabra with 

many candles so the 
couple and children 
can signify unity. If 
the couple wants a 
reception, there’s 
decorating and other 
arrangements to make. 
The Chapel offers a 
photo package, too.

Most people in 
the area seem to 

know a little history 
of Ringgold Wedding 
Chapel, but for those 
who don’t or who have 
forgotten, here’s a short 
summary. The Chapel 
was originally a church 
– Episcopal Methodist, 
established in 1845 and 
located on Lafayette St. 
In 1863, during the Civil 
War, Union General 
William Tecumseh 
Sherman burned it 
down on his march 
through Georgia.

In 1925, the U.S. 
government decided to 
pay to help rebuild the 
church and contributed 
$600. The church was 
built in its current 
location on Nashville 
St. across from the 
courthouse. It fell into 
disuse after a number 
of years and became 
a storage building 
from 1972 to 1986 when 
Helen Boyd bought it 
and started a wedding 
planning service 

The famous Ringgold Wedding Chapel has a new 
owner, Darci Smith, who is working to take it to new 
heights. (Catoosa News photo/Tamara Wolk)

Among the new things in the works for the Ringgold 
Wedding Chapel is a magazine for brides that 
also promotes local businesses and tourism. 
(Contributed photo)

The Ringgold Wedding Chapel offers a personal 
and memorable place for people from around the 
world to get married. (Catoosa News photo/Tamara 
Wolk)

The city of Ringgold picked up its recently awarded Appalachian Regional 
Commission Grant through the Georgia Department of Community Affairs on 
Nov. 16. From left: DCA Region 1 Representative Patrick Vickers, Mayor Pro 
Tempore Terry Crawford, DCA ARC Program Manager Brittany Pittman, City 
Council members Sara Clark and Randall Franks, City Manager Dan Wright, 
and Georgia Sen. Jeff Mullis. (Contributed photo/City of Ringgold)

Ringgold Wedding Chapel 
New owner and the next level

Ringgold picks up $600,000 check for recently awarded grant
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