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“Infertility is something 
people don’t really talk about,” 
he said. “We struggled with 
it for multiple years, espe-
cially when having Charlie 
happened so easily and so 
fast and then it doesn’t hap-
pen. It takes a toll on Chelsea 
and it took a toll on me. ... I 
could try to be as comforting 
as possible, but it was defi-
nitely one of the toughest 
situations I’ve faced in my 
life, to try and comfort my 
wife through such an emo-
tional rollercoaster ride she 
was on.”

Freeman knows other 
couples have endured sim-
ilar pain.

“For people who are going 
through it, there is a light at 
the end of the tunnel and 
there are different ways to 
figure it out,” he said.

Freeman said he and his 
wife suffered when it didn’t 
seem possible to have more 
children. Then came the un-
expected news.

“You could just see when 
she told me she was preg-
nant, it was like a complete 
boulder falling off her shoul-
ders,” he said. “I got my wife 
back. She was always great 
all the way through it, but 
once she was pregnant it 
was just amazing.”

It was the perfect offsea-
son to Freeman’s most suc-
cessful season. He hit .341 
in 2000 and won the Hank 
Aaron Award as the NL’s 
outstanding offensive per-
former after being named 
NL MVP.

Freeman also led the Braves 
to within one game of the 
World Series.

His success didn’t seem 
likely when he had high fever, 
causing him to pray “Please 
don’t take me” following a 
COVID-19 diagnosis before 
the delayed start of the 2020 
season.

He led the NL with 23 dou-
bles and hit 13 homers with 
53 RBIs in the regular season 
before landing 28 of the 30 
first-place votes in the MVP 
balloting by members of the 
Baseball Writers’ Associa-
tion of America.

Following his late arrival 
to spring training, with came 
with the approval of man-
ager Brian Snitker, Free-
man’s challenge is to repeat 
his 2020 success.

Snitker said Tuesday Free-
man’s first spring game should 
come on Friday.

“He felt good yesterday,” 
Snitker said. “I think it’s just 
getting him back on the field 
and getting grounders and 
running around and getting 
the swings.

Freeman, 31, is entering 
the final year of a $135 mil-
lion, eight-year contract. For 
now, however, his focus is 
on his two baby boys — and 
perhaps a baby girl down 
the road.

“Everything with the birth 
was good,” he said of Chel-
sea. “Maybe she’ll do it again. 
We definitely want to have 
a girl, so kids are not done 
in our future.”
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NEW YORK — Major League Baseball 
will hold its first Lou Gehrig Day on 
June 2, adding Gehrig to Jackie Rob-
inson and Roberto Clemente on the 
short list of players honored through-
out the big leagues.

Each home team will have “4-ALS” 
logos in ballparks to mark Gehrig’s 
No. 4, and all players, managers and 
coaches will wear a Lou Gehrig Day 
patch on uniforms and may use red 
“4-ALS” wristbands. Teams that are 

off on June 2 will observe Lou Gehrig 
Day on June 3.

MLB said Thursday that the day 
will focus on finding cures and rais-
ing money for research into amyo-
trophic lateral sclerosis, or ALS, which 
is known as Lou Gehrig’s disease, the 
legacy of Gehrig and others who died 
of the progressive disease that at-
tacks nerve cells controlling muscles 
throughout the body.

June 2 marks the 96th anniversary of 
when Gehrig made started at first base 
for the New York Yankees in place of 

Willy Pipp, starting his record streak 
of 2,130 consecutive games played. 
The mark stood until September 1995 
by Baltimore’s Cal Ripken Jr., who 
played 2,632 consecutive games in a 
streak that ended in 1998.

Gehrig died of ALS at age 37 on June 
2, 1941. He was elected to baseball’s 
Hall of Fame in 1939.

Baseball Commissioner Rob Man-
fred said in a statement that Gehrig’s 
“humility and courage continue to in-
spire our society” and “the pressing 
need to find cures remains.”
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Major League Baseball to hold 
first Lou Gehrig Day on June 2
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New York Yankees’ Lou Geh-
rig poses at a spring training 
game in St. Petersburg, Fla., 
in this March 16, 1935, file 
photo. Major League Base-
ball will hold its first Lou Geh-
rig Day on June 2, adding 
Gehrig to Jackie Robinson 
and Roberto Clemente on the 
short list of players honored 
throughout the big leagues.

The Jacket Track and Field Team competed against 
members of Cass and North Murray’s Track and Field 
teams Thursday at Calhoun.

Photos by Tim Godbee

above: Ayla Hiles clears the bar in the ladies high jump 
event. left: Felipe Barrios cruises to a personal best of 1 
minute 58.99 seconds in the 800 meter sprint. Below: 
Hurdles competitors Dustin Kerns, left, and Quin Smith 
race for the finish line.

above: Relay competitors Owen Goble, left, and Isaac 
Thacker pass the baton during the Track and Field meet 
at Calhoun last week. left: Jordan Perkins competes in 
the ladies shot put.

Calhoun High School track hosts meet

From Calhoun Soccer

The Calhoun boys soc-
cer team swept Trion’s boys 
last week.

The JV boys soccer team 
defeated Trion 1-0 on Thurs-
day, with Angel Villalobos 
scoring the game-winner 
on a penalty kick. Diego Ja-
ramillo played a major role 
in the victory.

Goalkeeper Josue DeLe-
on kept a clean sheet in the 
game and was helped by a 
strong performance from 
his defenders.

Calhoun’s varsity team 
capped off the night with 
a 6-2 win. Scoring for the 
Jackets was Mikey Lopez 
(2), Alexis Villalobos (2), 
Edward Soto, and Angel 
Villalobos. Providing as-
sists was Soto (2) and Di-
ego Jaramillo.

Calhoun 
boys soccer 
sweeps Trion

Field Level Media

Former NFL wide receiver 
Brandon Marshall found a 
hole in coverage and decided 
to fill it himself.

Marshall, a retired receiver 
who played for the Denver 
Broncos, Chicago Bears, Mi-
ami Dolphins, Seattle Sea-
hawks and New York Jets 
and Giants, felt the need to 
step into the vacancy for draft 
prospects created when the 
annual Scouting Combine was 
canceled due to COVID-19.

While Marshall isn’t host-
ing 300-plus players as would 
be the case in Indianapolis, he 
has commitments from sev-
eral recognizable names for 
the event Friday, which will be 
streamed on FoxSports.com.

Marshall is training pros-
pects — more than 20 hopefuls 
for the 2021 draft — at House 
of Athlete in Weston, Fla.

“I wanted those guys to 
be able to experience this 
... to show the scouts and 
the NFL what they have,” 
Marshall said in a USA To-
day interview. “This is the 
biggest stage, and if you take 
that away, what opportunity 
do they have?”

Clemson running back 
Travis Etienne, Texas A&M 
quarterback Kellen Mond and 
Georgia defensive back Eric 
Stokes are among the pros-
pects who will be weighed, 
measured and run the 40-
yard dash on Friday morning.

Marshall partnered with 
Zybek, the official timing 
company of the NFL Scout-
ing Combine, to perform 
all testing and validate the 
workouts for scouts.

“It makes no sense for us 
to go through this whole live 
stream and big production 
to help these guys get to the 
next level,” Marshall said, 
“and then for the scouts and 
general managers and own-
ers be like, ‘What the hell? 
This is not what you sold us.’

above: Sonoraville’s Cole Godfrey rounds third base after a long home run to help lead the 
Phoenix to a 10-4 victory over Cass on Wednesday. right, top: Sonoraville’s Jax Lockaby got 
the start for the Phoenix. right, Bottom: Cole Godfrey goes yard to help the Phoenix over Cass.
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Sonoraville beats Cass 10-4
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Former NFL 
WR Marshall 
hosting 
alternative 
‘combine’


