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FOOTBALL:  Ringgold Tigers now in the middle of a  

playoff chase with win over Murray County.
♦ ♦ ♦

STEVEN M. HENRY

- Ad Paid for by Steven M. Henry -

CHAIRMAN CATOOSA COUNTY

GO VOTE!

Somewhere inside all of us is the power to change the world.

From staff reports

In Catoosa County, the Nov. 3 
general election ballot will include 
one local contested race: Board of 
Commissioners chairman Steven 
Henry, a Republican, is facing off 
against Democrat Ernie Pursley.

However, there are several certi-
fied write-in candidates for Board 
of Commissioners races: Nick Ware 
for chairman in the race between 
Henry and Pursley; Greg Bentley for 
the District 1 seat against Republi-
can Jeff Long; and Terry Crawford 
the District 3 seat against Republi-

can Vanita Hullander.
The ballot will also include some 

other high-interest contested races, 
including the presidential race, the 
crowded race to fill the unexpired 
term of U.S. Sen. Johnny Isakson, 
and the U.S. Senate race between 
Democratic challenger Jon Ossoff, 
incumbent Republican Sen. David 
Perdue and Libertarian Shane Hazel.

Voting via absentee ballot

Voters can complete the request 
for an absentee ballot from the Ca-
toosa County Board of Elections and 
Registration. The Catoosa County 
elections office deadline to mail out 
absentee ballots is Friday, Oct. 30. 
The office closes at 5 p.m. and elec-
tion officials caution that waiting 
this late is “cutting it close.” The 
completed ballot must be in the 
hands of election officials by 7 p.m. 
on Nov. 3.

Completed absentee ballot ap-
plications can be returned via mail, 

email, fax or in person.
Completed absentee ballots can 

be returned via mail or dropped off 
in person; they cannot be returned 
via fax or email.

 ♦ By mail or in person: Freedom 
Center, 5238 Evitt St., Ringgold 
(where you will find a secure bal-
lot dropbox). If you mail your bal-
lot back, don’t forget to put postage 
on it: one first class stamp.

 ♦ By email: catoosaelections@
catoosa.com

 ♦ By fax: 706-935-2538

Catoosa County Freedom Center

From staff reports

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) and its 
partnering agencies, includ-
ing Catoosa County Animal 
Control, are working to stop 
the spread of racoon rabies 
in the region by dispers-
ing oral rabies vaccination 
(ORV) baits by air.

Beginning Friday, Oct. 9, 
helicopters will crisscross the 
skies over Catoosa County 
to disperse about 120,000 
coated sachet baits in the 
urban and suburban areas. 
On Oct. 12, fixed-wing air-

craft will begin dispersing an 
additional 270,000 coated 
sachet baits in rural areas. 
Operations are expected to 
be completed the following 
week, weather permitting.

“If Catoosa County resi-
dents find an ORV bait, please 
leave it alone unless it is 
on your lawn, driveway or 
other areas not likely to at-
tract raccoons,” said USDA 
rabies biologist Daymond 
Hughes. “If you want to move 
an ORV bait, wear gloves or 
use other protective covering 
like paper towels or plastic 
bags and relocate them to 

an area of thicker ground 
cover where raccoons are 
more likely to find it.”

The USDA recommends 

people wash their hands 
thoroughly with soap and 
water if they handle ORV 
baits without wearing gloves 

or other protection. Dam-
aged or partially eaten ORV 

USDA working to stop spread of racoon rabies

From staff reports

The Catoosa County Health Department has 
moved its COVID-19 testing site.

Testing is no longer available at Ringgold 
United Methodist Church on Nashville Street. 
The county Health Department switched its test-
ing from the health department to the church 
during September.

It has now returned to the Health Depart-
ment, which is located at 145 Catoosa Circle 
in Ringgold.

During October, free testing will be available 

at the county Health Department on Mondays 
(Oct. 19 and 26) and Tuesdays (Oct. 20 and 
27) from 9 a.m. to noon and from 12:30 p.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. It will also be available on Satur-
day, Oct. 24, during the same hours.

The new test site will feature drive-up pro-
cessing. No appointments are needed.

For information about COVID-19 testing, in-
cluding locations, days and hours, visit the Ca-
toosa County Health Department’s Facebook 
page (CatoosaDPH). For information about all 
Northwest Health District COVID-19 test sites, 
go to https://nwgapublichealth.org.

VOTERS’ GUIDE
What you need to know — how, when and where —  

to vote in the Nov. 3 general election

COVID-19 testing moving back to health department

Don Stilwell

Some certified write-in candidates are seeking seats on the Catoosa County Board of Commissioners.

Aircraft distribute vaccine baits

Contributed

Altogether about 390,000 oral rabies vaccination (ORV) 
baits like this (two packets shown next to quarter) through-
out Catoosa County.

MORE INFORMATION

For more information or 

questions about the ORV 

bait dispersions, contact 

the USDA Wildlife Services 

at 706-546-5637, or the 

Georgia Department of 

Public Health at 706-295-

6650. Additional information 

is also available online 

at: https://www.aphis.

usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/

wildlifedamage/programs/

nrmp/CT_Rabies.

SAMPLE BALLOT

For a sample ballot, see page 

A3.

See RABIES, A3

See VOTER, A3


