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 SPORTS: J. D. Black leaves his mark in Albany >> B1
♦ ♦ ♦

7513 Nashville St., 
Ringgold, Ga. ♦ 
706-935-2621

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

People seem eager to vote this 
year. Catoosa County Elections 
Director Tonya Moore says that 
as of May 10, early voting has 
been more than four times what 
it was the same time in 2018, the 
last mid-term general primary.

The first week of early in-per-
son voting this year, says Moore, 
resulted in 1,734 ballots cast — 
4.7 times more than 2018’s 369 
in-person votes during the first 
week of early voting.

Counting absentee votes, 2,187 
people voted the first week of this 
year’s general primary. There 
had been 1,769 votes logged in 
the special election for Catoosa 
County Board of Commission-
ers chair position.

There is still time for voters to 
get to the polls early. Following is 
the early voting schedule as well 
as information about final voting 
day (May 24). For full information 
about elections, including candi-
dates, precincts and sample bal-
lots, visit: www.catoosa.com/de-
partments/view-all-departments/
elections-voter-registration.

EARLY VOTING SCHEDULE 
FOR CATOOSA COUNTY

Even if you don’t like the se-
lection of candidates, you’ll like 
the variety of voting dates.

Early voting: Monday through 
Friday, May 2 through May 20, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Saturday voting: May 7 
and May 14, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Extended hours voting: 
Thursday, May 19, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.

There is no voting on Mon-
day, May 23.

Last day to vote: May 24, 
7 a.m. to7 p.m.

If a June 21 runoff is neces-
sary, voting dates will be June 
13, 14, 15 and 17, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
and June 16, 8 a.m. to7 p.m.

WHERE TO VOTE
While Catoosa County boasts 

11 voting precincts, you only get to 
choose from two during early voting:

♦ Ringgold voting precinct 
(aka, Freedom Center), 5238 
Evitt St. Ringgold, Ga.

♦ Westside voting precinct, 
3319 Lakeview Dr. Rossville, Ga.

SPECIAL ELECTION
The special election to fill the 

vacated District 5 (countywide) 
Catoosa Board of Commission-
ers seat will be held on the same 
dates and at the same places as 
the general primary, but it is ac-
tually a separate election. Vot-
ers will use one voting machine 
for this election and another for 
all the other races. Poll workers 
will be available to help.

THE FINAL DAY
On the big, last-chance vot-

ing day in the general primary, 
May 24, voters must go to their 
assigned precincts.

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

Dig out your swim suit and grab 
a towel. Fort Oglethorpe and Ring-
gold’s city pools open this year on 
Saturday, May 28.

FORT OGLETHORPE CITY POOL
Address: 19 Norris St., Fort 

Oglethorpe
Hours and cost

 ♦ Tuesday through Sunday, 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. $5 per person

 ♦ Season pass for individual: $75 
season

 ♦ City resident family season pass: 
$150 (up to five people)

 ♦ Non-resident family season pass: 
$225 (up to five people)

Pool party rentals: Thurs-
day through Sunday, 6-8 p.m. and 
8-10 p.m. slots available, $200 for 
two hours

No swimming lessons this year
A few of the rules

 ♦ No alcohol and no smoking or 
vaping inside pool area

 ♦ No outside food inside the pool 
area but people can eat at their cars 
or at the playground picnic tables 
and return to the pool the same day 

without paying again
More information: Call 706-866-

5045

RINGGOLD CITY POOL
Where and when
Address: 406 Cotter St., Ring-

gold
Hours: Monday through Saturday, 

noon to 6 p.m.; Sunday, 1-5 p.m.
Night swims: Monday through 

Thursday, 7-10 p.m.
Party rental times: Fridays, Sat-

urdays and Sundays, 6-8 p.m. and 
8-10 p.m. slots

Admission prices
 ♦ 0-2 years old, free; age 3 and 

up, $4 per person
 ♦ Season passes available, prices 

still under consideration
 ♦ Party rentals: $150 ($50 non-

refundable deposit)
A few of the rules

 ♦ No alcohol (coolers will be checked 
at the gate)

 ♦ No smoking or vaping inside 
pool or concession area

 ♦ Eating allowed only in conces-
sion area

More information: 706-935-3061

By Dave Williams
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — Primary challengers 
to Georgia’s last two sitting Re-
publican governors’ reelection bids 
didn’t fare well.

Ray McBerry garnered only 11.6% 
of the vote against then-Gov. Sonny 
Perdue in 2006. David Pennington 
did a little better against then-Gov. 
Nathan Deal in 2014, collecting 
16.7% of the vote.

Former U.S. Sen. David Perdue 
likely will eclipse those numbers 
against Gov. Brian Kemp in the 
May 24 GOP gubernatorial primary.

Perdue entered the race last De-
cember at the urging and with the 
endorsement of former President 
Donald Trump, who was angered 

over Kemp’s refusal 
to help overturn the 
2020 election that saw 
President Joe Biden 
win Georgia’s 16 elec-
toral votes.

Trump turned to 
Perdue after the for-
mer CEO lost his bid 
for a second Senate term to Demo-
crat Jon Ossoff early last year.

Although the presidential election 
took place 18 months ago, Kemp’s 
inaction following complaints of 
widespread voter fraud in the elec-
tion’s aftermath has been Perdue’s 
main theme on the campaign trail.

He has hammered away at that 
argument despite repeated court 
rulings that the allegations were 
unsubstantiated.

“Our governor al-
lowed radical Demo-
crats to steal our elec-
tion,” Perdue said last 
month in a conten-
tious one-on-one de-
bate with Kemp. “We 
have evidence that is 
compelling. Yet, noth-

ing has been done.”
Kemp said he followed the law 

and the Constitution, which gave 
him no wiggle room to intervene in 
certifying Biden’s victory in Georgia.

The governor pointed instead to 
the Republican-controlled General 
Assembly’s passage of an election-
reform law last year that added re-
strictions to absentee voting.

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

Catoosa County Public Schools (CCPS) has a 
new superintendent. Charles Nix took over the 
reins of the system that serves more than 10,000 
students this year after Denia Reese retired. Reese 
served as superintendent for 17 years.

Nix is a 20-year resident of Catoosa County. His 
two daughters, he says, graduated from Catoosa 
schools and his wife and oldest daughter are teach-
ers within the system.

Nix’s rise to superintendent was not quite con-
ventional. He started out as a Catoosa County 
sheriff’s deputy working as a resource officer at 

Lakeview-Fort Oglethorpe High School. He got 
into teaching when he was asked 
to conduct public safety classes at 
Heritage High School.

In 2014, Nix became assistant 
principal of West Side Elementary, 
then moved to LFO in the same role 
in 2015. In 2017, he became princi-
pal of LFO, where he remained un-
til becoming CCPS superintendent.

Nix holds a Master’s of Education 
in curriculum and instruction from Lincoln Memo-
rial University and an Educational Specialist’s de-
gree in leadership from Valdosta State University.

We asked Nix to share some more with us for 

our readers. Here’s what he had to say.
What are areas you want to focus on 

as the superintendent of Catoosa Coun-
ty Schools?

Communication, parent relations, teacher 
support, and community relations.

What do you consider priorities in stu-
dents’ education?

Making sure they’re reading at grade-level 
by third grade and making sure they have skills 
needed to hold a job or go to college by the time 
they graduate.
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