
“Rossville 

Remembered”

 artist reception

is June 1.
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Gavin Noble

finishes fourth in 

state tournament.
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Business profile: 

BeneFit for Women 

in Ringgold. Story 

on page A6.

Family Crisis Center 

to hold “Empower U” 

event June 8. Story 

on page A6.
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The Family Crisis Center
 

Refreshments & Child Care will be Provided 
 

For the
latest 
on local 
news, 
visit our 
website at
catoosawalkernews.com.

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

Ringgold Mayor 

Nick Millwood’s real 

beef with a recent 

change to the city 

charter isn’t that the 

change was made. It’s 

because, he said, it was 

made without being 

completely upfront with 

elected officials and the 

public.

On 

most city 

matters, 

decisions 

are made 

based on a 

three-vote 

majority 

of the five-

member 

council. 

The 

adjustment to the 

charter was made 

in Atlanta by state 

Sen. Jeff Mullis, who 

represents Catoosa 

County in the Georgia 

General Assembly, on 

April 26, 2016, making 

it necessary for all 

five members to be in 

agreement if they want 

to fire the city manager. 

(Mullis, a Republican 

from Chickamauga, 

represents Senate 

District 53, which 

includes which includes 

Catoosa, Dade, and 

Walker counties and 

portions of Chattooga 

County.)

Mayor Nick Millwood 

brought up the issue 

in work sessions and 

regular meetings late 

last year, expressing 

his concern that the 

charter change was 

made without his or the 

council’s knowledge.

“The change was 

made in April and 

I didn’t find it until 

around October,” 

Millwood said.

All five council 

members agree that 

they too were surprised 

when they first learned 

of the change, but 

added that they have 

no problem with the 

change itself of now 

needing a unanimous or 

“super majority” vote.

Council members 

Sara Clark and Larry 

Timeline of 

events

January 2017: 

Ringgold City Council 

members, in a public 

meeting, decide to 

make some minor 

housekeeping 

changes in the city 

charter. They asked 

state Sen. Jeff 

Mullis to make the 

changes through 

the state legislature. 

The changes, as 

discussed in the 

council meeting, 

did not include the 

manner in which the 

city manager can 

be ired. Under the 

charter at the time, 

the city manger could 

be ired with a simple 

majority (3-2) vote by 

the council.

February 24, 2016: A 

legal notice about the 

change is published 

in the county’s legal 

organ, The Catoosa 

County News. The 

notice reads, “Notice 

is given that there 

will be introduced at 

the regular session 

of the 2016 General 

Assembly of Georgia 

a bill to amend the 

Act to provide for a 

new charter for the 

city of Ringgold, 

approved May 6, 

2009 (Ga. L 2009, p. 

3624) and for other 

purposes. /s/ Senator 

Jeff Mullis District 53.”

March 2016: Mullis, 

along with former 

state Republican 

Rep. Tom Weldon of 

Ringgold, introduce 

a bill to change 

the charter. The 

bill includes, along 

with the changes 

discussed by 

the city council, 

an undiscussed 

provision for iring 

Mayor Millwood took to social media to voice his 

concern over the charter issue.

Ringgold mayor

takes issue with

how change was

made to charter

Timeline, page A10

Nick

Millwood

Charter, page A10

Thousands 

turn out for 
Ringgold’s 

1890s Day 

Jamboree

Above: Some people 

were able to get into 

the 1890s Day parade 

with even the smallest 

of vehicles. Right: As is 

the case every year, the 

1890s Day Jamboree 

had its fair share of 

clowns and characters. 

For more photos, see 

page A13. (Catoosa 

News photos/Adam 

Cook)

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

The city of Ringgold 
recently finalized 
amendments to both its 
occupational business 
tax and alcohol 

ordinances, which 

will garner more city 

revenue from business 

owners, as well as 

allow for the city’s first 

microbrewery.

In December, the 

council began the 

process of evaluating 

the city’s occupational 

tax ordinance with an 

emphasis on creating 

a way of recouping 

more revenue to cover 

evolving operating 

costs of the city. The 

proposal of switching 

from a flat-rate system 

to one based on gross 
receipts stalled when 
a number of business 
owners expressed 
concerns over the 
drastic numbers some 
businesses would have 
incurred, as well as 
the added accounting 
that would have been 
required.

Instead of passing 
something new in order 
to get it on the books for 
2017, the council opted 
to create a committee 
to brainstorm a fair 
solution to the problem.

Mayor Millwood 
created an occupational 
tax committee 
comprised of business 
owners and chaired by 
councilman Larry Black 

to brainstorm a new 
system that would not 
only benefit the city, but 
also offer an alternative 
to the gross receipts 
concept.

The first reading 
of the revamped 
ordinance, 
which will 
base the 
tax on a 
business’ 
number of 
employ-
ees, had its final 
reading Monday night, 
May 22.

“The new ordinance 
will take effect 
Jan. 1, 2018, and 
will not impact any 
occupational tax until 
next year,” Black said.

Each year, business 
owners will have 
to pay a flat $100 
administration fee 
that’ll be standard for 
each business, and 
then an additional fee 

based on the number of 
employees the business 
has.

That fee scale 
breaks down as $20 for 
1-25 employees, $18 for 
26-50 employees, $16 for 
51-100 employees, $14 

for 101-200, 
$13 for 201-
500, and 
then $12 
for more 
than 500 
employees.

The scale applies 
to each employee, 
meaning a small 
coffee shop that has 
five employees would 
have to pay the $100 
flat fee, and then an 
additional $100 for its 
five total employees. 
On the flipside, a 
large business with 
500 employees would 
have to the $100 admin 
fee and an additional 

Wrath Brewing Company is expected to open soon 

at 61 RBC Drive in Ringgold in the building that has 

housed Balls & Strikes Sports Bar and Acoustic Cafe 

in recent years. (Catoosa News photo/Adam Cook)

Updated versions of both 

ordinances can be found 

on the city’s website at 

cityofringgoldga.gov.

Ringgold inalizes ordinances

for occupational and alcohol

Finalizes, page A3


