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Two unbeaten football teams look-
ing to remain that way will square 
off Friday night at Phil Reeve Stadi-
um when Calhoun entertains Chat-
tanooga McCallie in town.

Both teams marched up and down 
the field last Friday night in win-
ning their openers last week with 
Calhoun outlasting Dalton, 42-35, 
while McCallie scored six touchdowns 
in the middle two quarters to roll 
past Chattanooga Christian, 46-7, 
just north of the Georgia border.

The Blue Tornado come into the 
game having already earned a ton 
of credibility in Tennessee.

Coming off an outstanding 10-3 
season last year that included a 38-
22 win over Calhoun in week two in 
Chattanooga, McCallie is present-
ly the number-three ranked over-
all team in the state of Tennessee.

They are also ranked second in 
the statewide Tennessee Division 
II-AAA poll and they are the num-
ber one ranked team overall in 
Chatanooga.

And the Blue Tornado looked the 
part against Chattanooga Christian 

in their first game, throwing for 
nearly 400 yards with senior quar-
terback William Riddle hooking up 
with his receivers to make numer-
ous big plays.

Using a moving pocket after a 
shotgun snap, Riddle was on tar-
get to a number of guys out of their 
four-set receiver offense as Mc-
Callie put 25 points on the board 
in the second quarter and then 21 
more in the third for their easy vic-
tory, showing just how explosive 
they can be.
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The traveling road show that is 
currently the Gordon Central High 
School football team continues Fri-
day for the Warriors when they go to 
Northwest Whitfield County to take 
on the Bruins.

Head coach T.J. Hamilton’s team 
is in the second week of a sched-
ule that has them opening with four 
away games as the Warriors’ regular 
season home opener is still almost a 
month from now.

The Tribe returns to Whitfield County 
next week but this time to face South-
east High School and then they have 
an open date.

That bye week, as they call it in the 
professional ranks, gives them two 
weeks to prepare for their 2-A Re-
gion 7 opener on Friday, Sept. 17th at 
Gordon Lee to complete their quar-
tet of road games to kick things off.

They will actually begin their home 
schedule a week later on Friday, Sep-
tember 24th against Fannin County.

But that is still a ways away and this 
Friday night’s game with Northwest 
Whitfield matches up two teams in 
search of their first victory no mat-
ter where they have to go or not go.

The Warriors fell behind early in 
their season opener and lost to 5-A op-
ponent Woodland, 43-9 while North-
west Whitfield found itself in a wild 
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Some of the top high school 
teams and players in the state 
will be in town Saturday when 
the first-ever Calhoun Volley-
ball Invitational is held at Cal-
houn High School.

A total of 16 teams, some from 
as far away as Atlanta along with 
other parts of North Georgia, 

will be in the field hoping to 
bring home the Gold Bracket 
championship later that day.

“We’re very excited about 
this,” said Calhoun volleyball 
coach Nic Hann. “This is the 
first year of holding this and 
we’re looking forward to it. It’s 
the first time there’s ever been 
a varsity volleyball tournament 
like this in the city of Calhoun, 
so we think that makes it even 

more exciting.
“We did have a junior varsity 

tournament last year to kind of 
test the waters and that went 
very well. It gave us a really 
good idea of what we needed 
to do to be able to host a var-
sity tournament like this.

“But we wanted to expand 
it to a varsity tournament this 
year, so I started sending out 
emails to see who we might 

be able to get to come and I 
got a tremendous response. 
And because of the response, 
I feel like we’ve put together 
a outstanding tournament, 
even if it’s the first year were 
holding it.”

State powers like Wesleyan 
and Lovett High Schools from 
Atlanta and Allatoona from 

Calhoun seeks second straight win Friday

Warriors 
seek first 
win on the 
road Friday

First-ever Calhoun Invitational set for Saturday

Barbara Hall

Gordon Central junior quarterback Peyton 
Wilson looks downfield for an open re-
ceiver during the Warriors’ season opener 
on the road at Woodland.
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Senior wideout Cole Speer catches the first touchdown pass of 
the game for Calhoun in a 42-35 comeback win for the Jackets.

Calhoun honors champions 
before football opener
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Former Lady Jackets softball standout Jana Johns has her number 10 retired in front of fans prior to Calhoun’s football season 
opener versus Dalton Friday night. Johns won a national title with the Oklahoma Sooners over the summer during the College 
Softball World Series.

Above: Calhoun golfer Ella Manley was presented her state championship 
ring on the field before Friday night’s home football game versus Dalton. 
Right: Jana Johns, a four-year letter winner in both softball and basketball 
during her time at CHS, stands on the 50-yard line at Phil Reeve Stadium 
Friday night alongside her former coach Diane Smith during her number 
retirement ceremony.
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