
Fort Oglethorpe buying body cameras for its officers
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By Adam Cook
ACook@CatoosaNews.com

Residents in Ringgold exercised 
their civic rights on Tuesday, Nov. 
5, by electing the incumbent mayor 
to a second term and choosing two 
new City Council members to be 
in the fold for the next four years.

After all the votes were finally 
tallied, Mayor Nick Millwood de-
feated Tony Hullender and Paul 
Lee to win a second term.

Incumbent Sara Clark (373 votes 
– 24%) was joined by Jake Haynes 
(304 – 20%) and Rhonda Swaney 

(334 – 22%) as victors for three at-
large City Council seats. Also in the 
race were Charlie A. Lamar (236 

-15%), Ray Reavely (150 — 10%) 
and Donald R. Pangle (148 — 10%).

Millwood garnered 413 votes (64%) 

to Hullender’s 176 (27%) and Lee’s 
55 (9%) to earn his second term.

By Adam Cook
ACook@CatoosaNews.com

Catoosa County officials 
have approved the purchase 
of a new SUV for Economic 
Development Authority Di-
rector Keith Barclift, and did 
so despite public criticism 
from one of the county’s 
most vocal residents.

During the Board of Com-
missioner’s meeting on Oct. 
15, resident George Battersby 
spoke out about the pending 
purchase during the public 
appearances portion of the 
night’s agenda before the 
proposal was approved.

“Mr. Barclift was hired un-
der a dark cloud through an 
arrangement with Sen. Jeff 
Mullis and you all, and not 
through the usual channels. 
His job was never posted on 
the website,” Battersby said.

As was pointed out by mul-
tiple residents at the time of 
his hire in April, Barclift was 
hired in at almost double the 
salary of his predecessor, a 
point that Battersby took 
the time to reiterate.

“He (Barclift) got a $25,000 
plus expenses raise, and 
now you want him to have 
a $30,000 Ford Explorer 
without proving himself in his 
job,” Battersby said. “Usually 
you have to prove yourself 
before you get something.”

While Bat-
tersby con-
tinued to 
voice his con-
cerns, Chair-
man Steven 
Henry struck 
his gavel and 
interrupt-
ed what he 
deemed to 
be undue criticism.

“All automobiles don’t cost 
$30,000,” Battersby said. 
“Why he has to have one 
with a four-wheel drive ...

“One thing,” Henry inter-
rupted. “We want to not pick 
on our staff. You can pick on 
us, but they are hired posi-
tions and you’re not going 
to call them out.”

Battersby has been a per-
manent fixture at meetings 
over the past couple of years, 
and has never been shy about 
voicing his displeasure with 
certain purchases and deci-
sion-making, which seemed 
to contribute to Henry’s in-
terruption. 

By Adam Cook
ACook@CatoosaNews.com

Police officers in Fort 
Oglethorpe will soon have 
new technology as part of 
their uniforms after the 
City Council approved the 
purchase of body cameras 
for the department.

During the Oct. 28 City 
Council meeting, Police Chief 
Mike Helton explained that 
body cameras are an item 
the department has been 
considering and research-
ing for a while.

“Our department would 
like to recommend to you 
the purchase of Axon body 
camera systems,” Helton 
said. “We’ve been studying 
this process for about a year 
and a half. We understand the 
need in society now that po-
lice officers are being watched 
more than ever, and at the 
same time, our officers wel-
come being watched.”

While some law enforce-
ment officers might be some-
what reluctant to wear cam-
eras in the field, Helton 
assured that his officers are 
looking forward to having 
the technology available.

“We happen to have a 
department that welcomes 
this tool,” Helton said. “We 
have trialed and errored 
probably about four differ-
ent systems to try to nar-
row down what it was we 
wanted in a product.

Helton said his agency re-
cently opened bids for the 
equipment and were able 
to settle on a company that 
met all the desired specs.

“We also went out to bid 
and received bids from seven 
different companies,” Hel-
ton said. “Of the bids we 

received, the Axon system 
that we’re recommending 
to you today is the only one 
that complied with every-
thing that we were seeking. 
This particular tool also 
syncs with our particular 
tasers. If the tasers come 
out, then the body cameras 
come on. It’s a feature that 
some of the other compa-
nies simply couldn’t do.”

Per the quote presented, 
the cameras will cost just 
under $88,000.

“This particular recom-
mendation that we have 
before you tonight is five 
years worth of service and 
we own the products for 
$87,588,” Helton said. “That 
will come from our general 
revenue funds from within 
the police department.

Although the cost is high 
on the front end, Helton 
said the cameras will offer a 
lot of value in the long run.

“This provides us with 
the capabilities essentially 
to record each officer for a 
year for about $674. That’s 
a pretty good rate when 
think of all they can pro-
tect us with and be able to 
look back on,” Helton said.

During testing, Helton 
says his officers and staff 
were impressed with how 
well the systems worked.

“We found these extremely 
useful,” Helton said. “When it 
came down to showing young 
officers how they were look-
ing and sounding when they 
were talking to some citizens, 
we found it to be a tremen-
dous teaching tool and we 
would like to acquire these 
for the police department to 
use for the next five years.”

The council unanimously 
(5-0) approved the purchase.

CAMS FOR COPS

Vehicle 
purchase 
criticized

Adam Cook 

Fort Oglethorpe Police Chief Mike Helton broke down the pur-
chase of body camera equipment for the police department 
during the Oct. 28 City Council meeting. The new equipment 
will cost the city just under $88,000 for five years worth of service.

Contributed 

Fort Oglethorpe police officers will soon be outfitted with Axon body cameras after the city approved the purchase of 
the equipment on Oct. 28

City Council will have two new members

Tamara Wolk

A steady stream of voters cast ballots at Freedom Center voting precinct on 
Nov. 5 in Ringgold right up until the polls closed.

BY THE NUMBERS

Mayor
Nick Millwood (incumbent) — 413 

(64%)
Tony Hullender — 176 (27%)
Paul Lee — 55 (9%)

City Council members at large 
(three seats)

Sara Clark (incumbent) — 373 (24%)
Rhonda Swaney — 334 (22%)
Jake Haynes — 304 (20%)
Charlie A. Lamar — 236 (15%)
Ray Reavely — 150 (10%)
Donald R. Pangle — 148 (10%)

Ringgold Mayor Nick Millwood reelected

 ♦ County commissioners 
vote 3-2 to buy a new 
vehicle for the EDA 
director amid criticism 
from residents. 
Commissioners also 
spell out rules to 
address the board.

See COUNTY, A3

Steven 
Henry

“We understand the need in society 
now that police officers are being 

watched more than ever, and at the 
same time, our officers welcome 

being watched. ... This provides us 
with the capabilities essentially to 
record each officer for a year for 

about $674. That’s a pretty good rate 
when think of all they can protect us 

with and be able to look back on.

Police Chief Mike Helton

See ELECTION, A3


