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Slated to open midway 
through March in downtown 
Calhoun at 203 S. Wall Street, 
the French Bread Cafe will aim 
to provide a health-conscious, 
affordable fusion of scrumptious, 
traditional French cuisine and 
southern-inspired dishes to the 
Gordon County community. 

The cafe will be owned and 
operated by Georges Develay, 
who will also serve as head chef. 
A seasoned veteran of the food 
industry, Develay hails from 
a family that owns five food 
businesses in France. He owned 
the only French food truck in 
Miami, Fla. for eight years, and 
moved to Calhoun three years 
ago to be close to a couple of 
friends and escape the bustling 
city life. In the meantime, he 
has fallen in love with this 
community and wants to offer 
his skills and unique palate to 
the area. 

“I moved to Calhoun 
because of the family spirit and 
atmosphere that the place has,” 
Develay said. “Some people 
advised me that this downtown 
area is a tough place to open a 
restaurant because of parking 
and other issues, but I love it 
here and I think this city can 
embrace a place with quality 
food.” 

As far as the menu for The 
French Bread Cafe is concerned, 
Develay still has a few final 
decisions to make regarding 
what is going to be a part of the 
official selection and what hours 
of the day they will be open. He 
did share that common lunch 
items such as sandwiches, wraps 
and soups will be featured. He 

added that the rest of the menu 
will be versatile, and will have a 
plethora of special items based 
on his cultural experiences. 

“I’m French, so a lot of the 
food will be influenced by that, 
with southern flavors influencing 
the dishes as well,” Develay said. 
“I think the menu will have all 
the basics that everyone loves 
and is comfortable with, but my 
goal is to also bring a variety of 
dishes that Calhoun has never 
had the opportunity of trying 
before.” 

The menu will also evolve 
based on what ingredients are 
available. Motivated by alarming 
health documentaries such as 
“Food, Inc.” and “What The 
Health,” Develay noted that he 
wants the food he prepares to 
use locally sourced products that 
are in-season. He wants to avoid 
using artificial, manufactured 
ingredients and pre-prepared 
meals. 

“As a French chef, what 
we cook is based off of what is 
in-season, so I plan on working 
very closely with the farmers 
in the area,” Develay said. 
“It’s not just about exchanging 
money for food. We want to 
create a connection between the 
customers, the local farmers and 
even Gordon Hospital, who will 
be helping us provide healthy 
options. We want to create 
healthy food that actually tastes 
good, while also benefiting the 
local economy.” 

This cleaner and fresher 
approach to preparing food will 
also help provide dining options 
for those with any kind of dietary 
restriction, such as gluten or 
dairy-free, low sodium and food 
allergies.

According to Develay, no 
matter what ends up on the 

menu, it will be affordable. 
“The menu will be flexible, 

but whatever we serve, the prices 
will remain affordable because 
that is part of a good restaurant 
experience,” Develay said. “It’s 
not easy, but we will keep the 
prices as low as we can.” 

 As Develay and his staff 
settle in, they hope to use The 
French Bread Cafe as more than 
just a location to consume food, 
but a place that becomes an 
integral part of the community 
and brings people closer through 
the cuisine. Develay plans to 
eventually feature cooking 
classes and documentary 
showings on a regular basis. The 
cafe will also serve as a venue 
for birthday parties and wedding 
and baby showers. 

In an extension of the healthy 
footprint Develay hopes The 
French Bread Cafe will leave on 
Gordon County, the location is 
hosting an interactive discussion 
featuring world-renowned, Las 

Vegas-based chef Mark Anthony 
and his effective Vegan Plant-
Based Diet approach to cleaner 
eating at 7 p.m. on March 7. Dr. 
William Brannon and Dr. Joni 
Yamamoto from Gordon Hospital 
will also be present to answer 
questions. The event will go on 
as planned regardless if the cafe 
has officially opened or not, and 
the entire public is invited. 

“I just want to serve people 
the best way that I know how,” 
Develay said. “This is less of a 
restaurant to me and more of a 
mission. I think that is what will 
separate this place from other 
businesses. I just want people 
to walk away happy, and at the 
end of the day it is all about love 
and treating people the right 
way. Life is difficult, especially 
if you are trying to make healthy 
decisions, so we are trying to 
help them stay positive. I’m a 
Christian, and I know I am here 
for a reason, and this is the talent 
God gave me to serve people.”

New downtown restaurant to offer a taste of France
By Tyler Serritt
Staff Writer
TSerritt@calhountimes.com
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The French Bread Cafe will be located at 203 South Wall Street in down-
town Calhoun, in the bottom level of the old Singer building.

A fire at a residence at 460 Apple 
Road NE in Ranger on Feb. 14, 2018 
claimed the life of one man.

The fire happened around 1 p.m. 
on Wednesday. According to the 
Gordon County Fire and Rescue 
report, stations in Red Bud, Oakman 
and Ranger, along with Station 1 off 
Belwood Road responded to the 
mobile home fire. E-911 advised all 
units that the caller stated someone 
was inside the building, at which 
time LifeForce was placed on stand 
by.

Upon arrival, it was estimated 
that 50 - 60 percent of the structure 
was on fire. Family members told 

the crew on scene that there was a 
male subject in the front room of 
the home.

The crew attempted to knock the 
fire back around the doorway and 
front window so a search could be 
performed, but nothing was found 
within that area.

Firefighters eventually were 
able to enter the structure to do 
a primary search and found the 
victim, removing him from the 
structure.

The victim has been identified 
as Alvin Leon Graham, 75, of the 
residence.

Firefighters were on the scene 
until shortly before 6 p.m.

On Thursday, the state fire 
marshall was expected to perform a 
follow-up investigation.

Ranger fire claims one life
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By Brandi Owczarz
Managing Editor
BOwczarz@calhountimes.com

Authorities are still investigating a residential fire on Apple Road in Ranger, which claimed 
the life of one man on Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2018.

Friday, February 16
Registration deadline for high school students to participate 

in MyPI (My Preparedness Initiative): High school students 
in Gordon County have a unique opportunity to be the first 
in the state to receive MyPI training, a two-time national 
award winning eight week program hosted locally by Gordon 
County 4-H and the Gordon County Fire Department where 
youth will become equipped for leadership in emergency 
preparedness and disaster management. Youth receive 
numerous certifications as well as community service hours 
for their participation in the program. Participants will 
be chosen by an application process. The direct link for 
students to apply is https://mypigeorgia.org/students/student-
application. Info: (706) 629-8685 or allie723@uga.edu

 
Friday, February 16

Black Jacket Symphony in Pink Floyd’s Dark Side of the 
Moon Concert: 7:30 p.m. at GEM Theatre. Tickets are $25 - $30. 
More Info: www.calhoungemtheatre.org or (706) 625-3132

 
Saturday, February 17

Calhoun Beautification Arbor Day Trees Give Away: Starting 
at 10 a.m. @ NW GA Livestock Pavilion. Calhoun Beautification 
will be giving away trees provided by the Georgia Forestry 
Commission in recognition of Arbor Day. The seedlings 
available include: 500 Virginia Pine, 500 Persimmon, 500 
Northern Red Oak, 1000 Dogwood, 750 Catalpa, 40 Willow Oak, 
500 White Oak, 1000 Redbud, and 250 Gobbler Sawtooth Oak.

 
Saturday, February 17

“Beauty and the Beast” Movie (1991): 7 p.m. at GEM Theatre. 
Tickets are $5. More Info: www.calhoungemtheatre.org or (706) 
625-3132
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