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To expand their focus on the arts, 
Naomi Elementary staff and teach-
ers have spent the last year creating 
a media center that now includes 
more than just books.

With four art stations that the stu-
dents can choose from, the media 
center has become a place to explore 
many different kinds of media.

In the “art of color” center, stu-
dents can explore and research dif-
ferent artists — the culture they lived 
in, the medium they used, the strat-
egies they incorporated — and then 
create artwork based on what they 

have learned.
This center helps the students feel 

like they can be artists too. To help 
accomplish this, the students are 
also treated to lessons from artists 
they see every day. “The head cus-
todian, artist Logan Cobb, came and 
taught the students pencil drawing 
and sketching,” Principal Autumn 
Hentz said.

Next, the school created the “art 
of movement” center. “This is the 
center that the kids are most excited 
about,” Hentz said. “It brings out 
the playfulness and imagination 
that technology takes away.”

Focusing on the performing arts, 
the “art of movement” center gives 
students a chance to create plays 
based on what they have read in 
class. It is also a space for them to 
research singers, dancers, and actors 

Naomi Elementary has state of the ‘art’ media center

Staff reports

Walker County: For the 
week of May 23-29, there 
were no inspections.

Catoosa County: Six 
inspections earned a per-
fect score during the week 
of May 23-29. Nine res-
taurants earned between 
90 and 99, while two res-
taurants scored between 
80 and 89.

Catoosa County

Las Fiesta, Inc. 
D/B/A Fiesta Mexi-
cana #15

110 Kristin Drive, Ring-
gold

Inspection date: May 
23

Score: 91
Inspection notes: 

Observed salsa sitting out 
on trays at room temper-
ature at 54 degrees Fahr-
enheit. Salsa in reach-in 
cooler was 46-47 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

Lake Winnie Water 
Park — Winnie 500 
Slide

1730 Lakeview Drive, 
Rossville

Inspection date: May 
23

Score: 100
Lake Winnie Water 

Park — Waterworks
1730 Lakeview Drive, 

Rossville
Inspection date: May 

23
Score: 96
Inspector  notes: 

Observed pressure gauge 
on pool sand filter no 
operational.

Lake Winnie Water 
Park — Kiddie Pool

1730 Lakeview Drive, 
Rossville

Inspection date: May 
23

Score: 96
Inspector  notes: 

Observed skimmer 
adjustable weir is missing 
in one skimmer basket.

Lake Winnie Water 
Park — River/Slides

1730 Lakeview Drive, 
Rossville

Inspection date: May 
23

Score: 100
City of Ringgold — 

Martha Denton Pool
406 Cotter Street, 

Ringgold
Inspection date: May 

23
Score: 100
Super 8 Swimming 

Pool
2044 LaFayette Road, 

Fort Oglethorpe
Inspection date: May 

23
Score: 100

By Carrie L. Chandler
CChandler@WalkerMessenger.com

“You work hard for the people 
you love and you try for the people 
you love,” said Megan Hulse, who 
was recently named Walker County 
Teacher of the Year. “Once the kids 
see me doing that for them, they begin 
to care too.”

Hulse attributes her success in the 
classroom to this relationship she has 
with her students, but realizes that 
it takes a lot of effort. “You never 
know what your day will be like as a 
teacher,” she noted. “Are you going to 
be a counselor or a mom? You have 
to wear a lot of hats as a teacher.”

In only her third year teaching, 
Hulse, who teaches third grade at 
Chattanooga Valley Elementary 
School, noted that she is still in shock 
at winning the countywide honor. “I 
owe a lot of it to Covenant College 
(where she graduated in 2016), and 
a lot to Chattanooga Valley (Elemen-
tary School),” she said. “They saw 
something special in me and came 
along and nurtured it.”

That nurturing led to a nomination 
for Chattanooga Valley Elementary 
School’s Teacher of the Year by her 
peers. After she received that award 
in February, Hulse then had to write 
an essay outlining her teaching phi-
losophy and style. Based on that, she 

was chosen to be observed and inter-
viewed by a panel of retired teachers.

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

Catoosa County Habitat 
for Humanity is holding a 
public meeting in mid-June 
to explore the possibility 
of expanding into Walker 
County.

Penny Mahon, executive 
director of Catoosa Habitat, 
says Habitat International 
contacted her about the fea-
sibility of including Walker 
County in what they offer. “I 
love the idea,” she says. “I get 
a lot of calls from people in 
Walker County looking for 
help with housing.”

Each Habitat is an inde-
pendent organization, says 
Mahon. “We all come under 
the mother umbrella of Habi-
tat International. They char-
ter us and offer a lot of prac-
tical support, but we find our 
own projects, raise our own 
funds and operate indepen-
dently of any other Habitat.”

Mahon says there would 
be many advantages to hav-
ing one Habitat organiza-

tion serving two counties. 
“This would give us some real 

advantages and save money. 
We would still only need one 

insurance policy, one office, 
one Habitat International 
membership. Our critical 
repair and cleanup programs 
would not need to be dupli-
cated, only expanded.”

While Habitat’s primary 
focus is on building new 
affordable housing, they 

Teacher of Year
Megan Hulse named 2019’s top teacher in county school system

Restaurant 
inspections

Catoosa County Habitat for Humanity

Catoosa County Habitat for Humanity hopes to expand into 
Walker County where they can help more people with not 
only their new homes program but with programs that repair 
critical problems with existing homes.

Artist Logan 
Cobb, the 
school’s 
head 
custodian 
and an 
artist, 
teaches 
students in 
the ‘art of 
color’ center 
at Naomi 
Elementary’s 
media 
center.

♦
Contributed

Center focuses on 
artists, performing arts, 
design and music

Inspections for 
Walker and 
Catoosa 
counties for 
May 23-29

Contributed.

Megan Hulse and her class.

“
“It gave me a peace 

that I’m here where I 

need to be and doing 

what I need to be 

doing.

Megan Hulse, third-grade teacher at Chattanooga 

Valley Elementary School and Walker County 

Teacher of the Year for 2019

MORE INFORMATION

Catoosa County Habitat 
for Humanity will hold 
a public meeting to 
explore the possibility of 
expanding into Walker 
County on Thursday, June 
13, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Rhyne Board Room at the 
LaFayette/Walker County 
Library, 305 S. Duke St., 
LaFayette. All are invited 
to attend. To learn more 
about Catoosa County 
Habitat for Humanity, 
visit catoosahabitat.org or 
contact Penny Mahon at 
706-861-5858.

Habitat to hold meeting on expansion
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