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Check out 
CatoosaWalkerNews’ 
Facebook page. It’s a 
great 
place 
for you 
to post 
items of 
interest (such as up-
coming events), discuss 
what’s happening in 
our community and in 
the news, or just send 
us a message. And don’t 
forget to “Like” us!

U.S. Census Bureau

The idea of Father’s Day was 
conceived more than a century ago by 
Sonora Dodd of Spokane, Wash., while 
she listened to a Mother’s Day sermon in 
1909. Dodd wanted a special day to honor 
her father, William Smart, a widowed 
Civil War veteran who was left to raise 
his six children on a farm. A day in June 
was chosen for the first Father’s Day 
celebration,

June 19, 1910, proclaimed by 
Spokane’s mayor because it was the 
month of Smart’s birth.

The first presidential proclamation 
honoring fathers was issued in 1966 when 
President Lyndon Johnson designated 
the third Sunday in June as Father’s 
Day. Father’s Day has been celebrated 
annually since 1972 when President 
Richard Nixon signed the public law that 
made it permanent.

How Many Fathers?
72.2 million
The estimated number of fathers 

across the nation in 2014, the most recent 
year for which data are available.

24.6 million
The number of fathers living in 

married-couple family groups with 
children younger than age 18 in 2016.

2.0 million
The number of single fathers in 2016 

living with their children under age 18; 
17 percent of single parents were men.

•Nine percent were raising three or 
more children younger than age 18.

•About 40 percent were divorced, 38 
percent were never married, 16 percent 
were separated, and 6 percent were 
widowed.

•About 46 percent had an annual 
family income of $50,000 or more.

12.4 percent
The percentage of dads who have kids 

with their current spouse or partner, but 
also have kids with someone else.

29.2 million
The number of fathers who are also 

grandfathers.

Thinking of You, Dad
22,508
The number of clothing stores, 

department stores, warehouse clubs and 
supercenters around the country where 
you could buy dad a dress shirt in 2012. 
Sales totaled an estimated $2.6 billion at 
these locations.

15,380
The number of hardware stores in 

2015, a place to buy hammers, wrenches, 
screwdrivers and other items high on the 
list of Father’s Day gifts. Additionally, 
there were 6,505 home centers across the 
country in 2015.

21,890
The number of sporting goods stores 

in 2015. These stores were good places to 
purchase traditional gifts for dad, such as 
fishing rods and golf clubs.

6,998
The number of men’s clothing stores 

around the country in 2015, a good place 
to buy dad a tie or shirt.

Stay-at-Home Dads
209,000
The estimated number of stay-at-home 

dads in 2016. These married fathers 
with children younger than age 15 have 
remained out of the labor force for at 
least one year, primarily so they can care 
for the family while their wife works 
outside the home. These fathers cared for 
about 392,000 children under age 15.

Child-Support Payments
$3.1 billion
The amount of child support received 

by custodial fathers in 2013; they were 
due $4.2 billion. Custodial mothers 
received $19.4 billion of the $28.7 billion 
in support that was due.

40.7 percent
The percentage of custodial fathers 

who received all child support that was 
due in 2013, not statistically different 
from the corresponding percentage for 
custodial mothers, 46.2 percent.

70.3 percent
The percentage of custodial fathers 

receiving noncash support in 2013, 
such as gifts or coverage of expenses, 
on behalf of their children. The 
corresponding proportion for mothers 
was 59.9 percent.

Father’s Day: June 18, 2017

By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

With Father’s Day coming 

up, we thought we’d ask some 

Catoosa and Walker County 

folks to share their favorite 

recollections of their dads.

Walker County resident 

Lisa Shirley says her father, 

George, was strict but also 

knew how to have fun with 

his children. “He spent time 

playing ball with us and also 

taught us how to show people 

respect. He taught us manners 

and how to tell the truth.”

Jonathan White of Lookout 

Mountain was fresh out of 

high school, in his first year 

of college at 

Arizona State 

University 

when his 

father, David, 

made a simple 

but profound 

comment to 

him. “I was 

talking to Dad 

on the phone 

one night and 

he said, ‘Son, don’t forget to 

look up. I hear the stars are 

really beautiful out there.’ 

I hadn’t even noticed them 

before that.”

“My dad was one of the 

nicest men you could ever 

meet,” says George Anderson, 

manager of 

Sear’s Shoe 

Store in Fort 

Oglethorpe. “He 

put me through 

military school 

and college, but 

I wanted to do 

what my dad 

did. My best 

memories are 

from when we 

were in business together. We 

owned some billiard parlors 

and a skating rink. That’s what 

gave me a business mind.”

Jerry Sear, owner of Sear’s 

Shoe Store, says his father 

taught him how 

to have a good 

work ethic by 

example. “He 

worked 80 

hours a week. 

He taught me 

that if you want 

something, you 

have to work 

for it. When he 

bought me a 

new car, it was 

with the understanding that I 

would work for it.”

Connie Rollins, who lives 
in Walker County, says when 
she was six or seven years 

old, she was 
watching the 
Swap Shop in 
Dalton and saw 
some ponies for 
sale. She called 
in and gave her 
phone number. 
“When Dad 
got home from 
work, Mom told 
him what I’d 

done and he got a truck and 
went and got those two ponies 
for me.” Rollins says her 
88-year-old father, Calvin, is a 
stern but giving man. “He still 
plants a huge garden every 
year and gives away most of 
the produce.”

Reba Self recalls her 
father Frank’s garden. “He 

would work in 
the mills all 
day, then come 
home and plow 
with a mule till 
sundown.” One 
day, Self begged 
her father to let 
her ride on the 
crosstie he was 
using to smooth 
freshly plowed 

ground. “He said no, but I 
kept begging and he gave in. 
He said, ‘Okay, but if you fall 
off, I’m not stopping.’” Self 
says her father was drafted 
by the Philadelphia Phillies 
in the 1950s but declined the 
offer because he had a family 
to support and baseball didn’t 
pay much at that time.

Tommy Kimbrell, a 
Walker County resident and 
a manager at Sear’s Shoe 
Store, spent a lot of time 
with his dad growing up. “We 

gardened and 
went hunting 
and fishing 
and cut fire 
wood together. 
One day, we 
were fishing 
on a river and 
were passing 
between two 
bushes when a 
fish jumped out 

of the water and went down 
the back of my dad’s shirt. 
He pulled his shirttail out 
of his pants and let it out.” 
Kimbrell’s father, Jessie, 
was an Atlanta police officer 
who installed burglar alarms 
at a time when the police 
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By Josh O’Bryant
jobryant@npco.com

Commissioner 
Shannon Whitfield said 
he “personally” doesn’t 
support bringing a 
casino to the Canyon 
Ridge development on 
Lookout Mountain.

“I have no desire to 
see that take place,” 
Whitfield said Tuesday, 
June 6, “and it is my 
understanding that the 
developers, the current 
developers, have no 
desire for that either. 
I personally would not 
support a casino.”

Rumors have 
circulated that a 
casino could come to 
Canyon Ridge Resort, a 
proposed $106 million 
upscale hotel resort on 
Lookout Mountain with 
178 rooms, conference 
center, spa, infinity 
pool and upgrades 
to an existing golf 
course. The complex 
is scheduled  to be 

complete and ready to 
open by the end of 2019.

Casino gambling in 
Georgia isn’t going to 
happen this year, as the 
General Assembly did 
not pass a bill in the 
most recent session that 
would permit it.

The previous 
commissioner, Bebe 
Heiskell, was open to 
the idea of a casino 
at the county-owned 
Mountain Cove Farms.

Whitfield, along 
with Canyon Ridge 
developer and Scenic 
Land Investments 
President Duane 
Horton and Walker 
County Development 
Authority Chairman 
Robert Wardlaw,  
answered questions 
and addressed criticism 
of the project at a town 
hall meetings held at 
the Walker County Civic 
Center on Monday, June 

By Josh O’Bryant
jobryant@npco.com

About 70 people 
turned out for the 
second, and final, town 
hall meeting to talk 
about Canyon Ridge 
Resort, a proposed $106 
million upscale luxury 
hotel and conference 
center to be built on 
Lookout Mountain.

During the second 
public meeting, several 
residents voiced 

opposition.
Eli Everette, 25, a 

neighbor to the Canyon 
Ridge property, sharply 
criticized the project 
saying this was “all 
about the money.”

Everette said he 
represented those too 
afraid to speak up.

“I think it is a 
terrible idea,” he said. 
“I think there’s already 
too many people up 
there and there’s going 

to be even more.”
Another resident, 

who declined giving 
his name, said the 
noise and odors from 
the current sewer 
treatment plant were 
unwelcome. And while 
the resort might lead 
to increased property 
values for nearby land 
owners, that would also 
mean an increase in 

No casino
Bets are off that proposed 

resort include a casino

Casino, page A6

Commissioner Shannon Whitfield discussing property taxes currently being 

collected in the Canyon Ridge area. (Messenger photo/Josh O’Bryant)

Not everyone favors a 
mountaintop resort

Resort, page A6


