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Young 
Artists

This photo is from Jaden 
Lowery, an eighth-grader at 
Red Bud Middle School.

This photo is from Zach 
Hill, a sixth-grader at Red 
Bud Middle School.

The Calhoun Times is looking to fea-

ture student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork can 

be emailed to Managing Editor Spen-

cer Lahr at SLahr@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter them. 

Also, be sure to include the name of 

the student, their grade and the 

school they attend.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

“I have people ask me all the time how I 
am and I just say good because it’s easier,” 
McKinsey Ingle said, as she explained her 
diagnosis. “Most of the time when people 
say ‘Hey, how are you?’ they want a short 
answer and I don’t have enough time to 
explain everything.”

When McKinsey Ingle was growing up, 
she thought having frequent migraines was 

normal – after all, she didn’t know anything 
different. But when the headaches started 
getting severely worse in August of 2017, she 
went to Children’s Hospital in Atlanta and 
discovered what was causing the headaches.

Dr. Barunashish Brahma diagnosed McK-
insey Ingle with chiari I malformation and 
syringomyelia on February 12, 2018 and six-
teen days later, the Calhoun student was pre-
paring for surgery. McKinsey Ingle’s first 
decompression surgery, which took place 
on Feb. 28 of last year, was meant to help 
reduce the size of a cyst on her spinal cord 
that could cause permanent nerve damage.

So, in line with typical procedure, Brahma 

By Liz Crumbly
Community Correspondent

Donald White’s memory 
whirs away inside his head 
like the fine-toothed gears 
of an antique Rolex. He’s 
precise, and he’s consistent.

He can rattle off the origi-
nal land lot numbers for a 
good many of the privately-

held parcels that line the val-
ley where he spent his boy-
hood fishing and swimming 
in John’s Creek in the north-
ern reaches of Floyd County. 
He remembers the names of 
the principals of the old Ever-
ett Springs Schools, along 
with the order in which they 
appeared. He remembers 
first and last names of all his 
grade school teachers and 
which instructor he had for 
which grade.

He recalls the days 
when anything east of the 
Oostanaula was “a foreign 
land” on account of the fact 

that to negotiate the area’s 
many waterways, travelers 
had to go all the way to Bells 
Ferry to find a crossing.

“It was the horse and 
buggy days, so going to 
Rome, it took you a day to 
go down there,” he says. “My 
daddy, it took him all day 
to get a load of lumber on 
a wagon to Rome. He spent 
the night and came back the 
next day.”

White, now 92, spent 
nearly 30 years away from 
his native Everett Springs 
working for the Georgia 
Department of Transpor-

tation’s Office of Materials 
and Research. He returned to 
his childhood home in 1991 
to take over the family farm, 
bringing it back from over-
growth, and this is where 
he’s been since.

Growing up and 
working

White, who recently cele-
brated a birthday, was born 
in 1927 to Dennis and Clara 
White in a four-room wooden 
house that still stands very 
near Everett Springs Road.

The family, which included 

his sisters, Eleanor and 
Avis, and his brother, Evyn, 
farmed for a living.

“The money crop was 
cotton, and we had a small 
sawmill that we used to cut 
saw logs in the wintertime 
to make a living with,” Don-
ald says.

Meanwhile, World War II 
began, and in 1945, the Navy 
drafted Donald. An injured 
knee kept him from com-
pleting basic training, and 
he returned home after the 
Navy placed him on medical 

From Gordon County Chamber Of 
Commerce

Departing from its traditional breakfast format, 
the Gordon County Chamber of Commerce will pres-
ent a Booster Lunch on Friday, from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at Belmont Baptist Church. 
The event will be sponsored by the 
Calhoun-Gordon Council for a Lit-
erate Community. Arianne Weldon, 
director of the Get Georgia Reading 
Campaign with Georgia Family Con-
nection Partnership, will be the fea-
tured speaker.

Weldon’s work includes connecting 
decision-makers across Georgia to 
create the conditions essential for all 
children to succeed. In this role, she 
applies her background in epidemiol-
ogy to help leaders across the state use 
data and research to employ new — 
many times unexpected — solutions. 
She serves by appointment as a board 
member for the Sandra Deal Center 
for Early Language and Literacy, as a 
member of the Medical Care Advisory 
Committee for the Georgia Depart-
ment of Community Health, and as 
a member of the Georgia Children’s 
Cabinet. Ms. Weldon is the recipient 
of the Georgia Association of School 
Nurses Hero Award and the Georgia 
Senate’s Yellow Rose Nikki T. Randall 
Servant Leader Award. She holds a 
master’s degree in public health from 
Emory University and a bachelor’s 
degree in sociology from Georgia State 
University.

“My ask is that you remember the 
biggest threat to having a 21st cen-
tury workforce is the fact that only 37 (percent) of 
children can read proficiently by the end of third 
grade. We need your help achieving the expectations 

Walk raises awareness for rare condition
 ♦ Calhoun softball player and her 

family host event to raise support 
for Chiari patients.

Life journey leads local back to native Everett Springs
 ♦ Donald White’s life 

journey has led him 
back to his beloved 
Everett Springs

McKinsey Ingle 
just wants to play 
softball, but has 
been unable to 
because of her 

diagnosis of 
Chiari 

Malformation and 
Syringomyelia, 
which causes 

severe headaches 
and frequent 

physical pain.
♦

Contributed

See JOURNEY, A8

Chamber Booster 
Lunch is Friday

 ♦  Arianne Weldon, director of the Get 
Georgia Reading Campaign with Georgia 
Family Connection Partnership, will be the 
featured speaker.

Arianne 
Weldon

Nikki 
Hampton

Justin 
Lindsey

See CHAMBER, A8

See WALK, A9

Historical Marker
Above: Those who showed at the His-
torical Marker reveal on Thursday cele-
brated the Calhoun Downtown Historical 
District being placed on the National 
Register of Historical Places.

Jane Powers Weldon

The Calhoun Downtown Historic District, centered 
on the intersection of Court Street and Wall Street, 
Calhoun, Georgia, was listed in the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places on June 8, 2011. The Cal-
houn Historic Preservation Commission spon-
sored the nomination, and a historical marker was 
revealed in Calhoun Thursday to celebrate the 
recognition. Above: Calhoun Mayor Jimmy Palm-
er, left, and Jim Lay spoke at the Historical Mark-
er reveal, left, on Thursday.

Contributed


