
3 BEDROOM, 2 1/2 BATH, TWO STORY,

COMPLETELY FURNISHED, MOUNTAIN HOME

19.88 Acres Selling in 2 Tracts Or As a A Whole • LaFayette, Walker County, GA

Majestic Mountain Views, Frontage on Dick’s Creek
Auction Representatives on property Thursday, May 18th;  

Sunday, May 21st and Friday, May 26th, 2:00 -5:00 PM 

SELLING ONSITE!

Selling For The William T. Hanna Living Trust, 

Mary Robin Hughes Trustee

Saturday, May 27, 10 A.M.
Property Address

3523 Manning Mill Rd, Summerville, Ga.

Call Us By Name Toll Free

1-800-DEMPSEY

(706) 291-0746

P.O. Box 1341

310 North Fourth Ave.

Rome, GA 30162
www.dempseyauction.com

LOU DEMPSEY

RAY DEMPSEY GAL101

ALAL269

Hotel/resort 
to be build at 
Canyon Ridge, 
$106 million 
investment.

Sports/B6

Track: McClinic    
places third in 
triple jump for 
LaFayette; GL 
boys finish  
second; GL 
girls fourth.

Sports/B1

LaFayette, Ga.
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Check out 
CatoosaWalkerNews’ 
Facebook page. It’s a 
great 
place 
for you 
to post 
items of 
interest (such as up-
coming events), discuss 
what’s happening in 
our community and in 
the news, or just send 
us a message. And don’t 
forget to “Like” us!

Inside today’s edition is a 26-page 
special section honoring this year’s
Ridgeland, Gordon Lee, LaFayette 
and Oakwood high schools’ grads

By Josh O’Bryant
jobryant@npco.com

If you’re a military veteran, 
you’re invited to join fellow 
service men and women for a 
time of barbecue, music and 
fun.

The annual Veterans 
Barbecue is Saturday, May 
20, and the Georgia Vietnam 
Veteran’s Alliance in 
LaFayette says this is a call-
out invitation to all veterans. 
The event is free for veterans 
and their families.

Vietnam veteran Jim 
Hunzicker passionately invites 
all veterans to the upcoming 
barbecue on Veteran’s Drive 
off Homer Cagle Road in 
LaFayette.

The barbecue during 
Armed Forces Week begins 
with ceremonies at 10 a.m. and 
followed by a meal at noon.

Hunzicker is a U.S. Marine 
veteran from a military family 
and the president of the 
Georgia Vietnam Veterans 
Alliance Chapter 12 in 
LaFayette.

The GVVA started in 
1995 and this is Hunzicker’s 
sixth year as president of 
the LaFayette chapter. The 
group offers assistance to 
veterans and the community. 
The alliance gives a $500 
scholarship to LaFayette 
High School JROTC graduates 
each year as well as award 
graduates at Ridgeland 
High School. Food baskets 
are delivered to needy 
families — especially around 
Christmas — and care 

packages are sent to active 
military men and women. The 
LaFayette Chapter has 15 
active members and various 
volunteers including JROTC 
cadets as well.

The Veteran’s Barbecue 
is for all veterans and their 
families, Hunzicker said.

A soldier’s story of 
Vietnam

Hunzicker served in the 
Marines from 1967 to 1969 and 
spent 13 months in Vietnam at 
the early age of 20.

Originally from small-
town life in Deer Creek, Ill., 
Hunzicker eventually moved 
to LaFayette in 1996 with 
his wife Karen. The couple 
married in 1989.

Two full and well-designed 
scrapbooks sat on the dinner 
table that are treasured 
memories of Hunzicker’s time 
in the military.

There were good times 
and bad times. Hunzicker 
created brotherly bonds with 
his fellow servicemen. Some 
still keep in touch and attend 
the veterans barbecue, but 
the others lost their lives in 
Vietnam.

“I was with the 3rd 
Battalion 4th Marines. We 
served around the Khe Sahn 
area,” Hunzicker said.

Hunzicker recalled that 
time being a “constant barrage 
of incoming bombardments” 
from the North Vietnamese 
Army. This put the young, 

Veterans Barbecue in 
LaFayette is May  20

AFD BBQ, page A8

By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

More than 150 roller coaster 
experts will descend upon Georgia and 
Alabama from May 19 – 21 at the 2017 
Preservation Conference of American 
Coaster Enthusiasts (ACE). One of the 
main focuses of this national event is 
acknowledging roller coasters that have 
been preserved from generation to 

generation.
Attendees of the conference will 

be visiting Lake Winnepesaukah the 
morning and afternoon of Saturday, May 
20. One of the focal points to the event 
is the designation of the park’s wooden 
coaster, Cannon Ball, as an ACE Roller 
Coaster Landmark. An official ceremony 
will unveil a plaque acknowledging this 
rare distinction reserved for historically 
significant rides.

Due to the Cannon Ball’s popularity, 
ACE members typically make an 
annual — or at least every-other-year— 
pilgrimage to the park’s coaster, said 
“Lake Winnie” spokeswoman Talley 
Green.

Green said her great grandparents 
opened the park in 1925 and added its 
original attraction, the Boat Chute, in 

Roller coaster fans holding national 
conference at Lake Winnepesaukah

Cannon Ball, page A7


