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Young 
Artists

From the 
newsroom

By Ashworth Middle School 
student Chloe Offutt

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork 

can be emailed to Managing Editor 

Daniel Bell at DBell@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter 

them. Also, be sure to include the 

name of the student, their grade 

and the school they attend.

Out of an abundance of 

caution The Calhoun Times 

office is temporarily closed. 

Please contact us at the 

following phone numbers or 

email addresses so we may 

assist you.

Newsroom:

Phone: 706-766-3777

Email: calhountimes@

calhountimes.com

Legal Ads:

Phone: 770-748-1520 — 

press 1 for classifieds/legals

Email: ctlegals@npco.com

Classified ads:

Phone: 770-748-1520 — 

press 1 for classifieds/legals

Email: beasterwood@

npco.com

Advertising:

Phone: 706-629-2231 — 

press 4 for advertising

Email: bsteele@

calhountimes.com or 

aperkins@calhountimes.com

Circulation/ 

Subscriptions:

Phone: 706-290-5200

Email: circulation@npco.

com

Mailing address for 

payments:

Calhoun Times

P.O. Box 1633

Rome, GA 30162

Protesters gather in front of the Gordon County court-
house again on Thursday evening. Sean Whorton, one 
of the organizers of the effort, said recently that he is 
working to plan a community round table-type of event 
so that members of the public can talk directly to local 
leaders and elected officials.

Left: A protester raises a fist in response to driver honking 
their horn in support.

Photos by Daniel Bell

County OKs $56M budget

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Members of the Gordon County 
Board of Commissioners approved 
the county’s $56,030,970 budget 

for the Fiscal Year 2020-2021 dur-
ing their meeting Tuesday evening, 
but not before Commissioner Bud 
Owens received a verbal agreement 
that the board will revisit the need 
for a new employee in the county’s 

Emergency Management Agency.
Currently, Director Courtney Taylor 

is the only person who works for that 
department, and Owens said it is ir-
responsible for the county to not have 
a second person working in such an 
important department. He acknowl-
edged that the economic slow down 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic 
has made budgeting difficult, but he 
believes that department needs to be 
addressed sooner rather than later.

“I just think it’s critical that we 
look at this position in the coming 
fiscal year,” Owens said.

Commission Chair Becky Hood 
and Vice Chair Chad Stewart both 
agreed it was something that should 
be revisited in December or Janu-
ary, when they’ll have a better idea 
of the economic impact of the pan-
demic on the county’s coffers.

 ♦ Commissioners also heard a first reading of an 
amendment to an ordinance that would allow the county to 
cite residents who do not control their animals. 

Sparks 
named new 
Parks and 
Recreation 
Director
By Kelcey Caulder
KCaulder@CalhounTimes.com

Craig Sparks was recently 
selected to serve as the new 
director of Gordon County 
Parks and Recreation. He takes 
over the position from former 
Parks and Recreation Direc-
tor Don Holley, who has since 
been named director of Hu-
man Resources for the county.

“I am very happy to announce 
that Craig Sparks has been se-
lected as the new director of 
Gordon County Parks and Rec-
reation,” said County Admin-
istrator Jim Ledbetter. “Craig 
participated in the county’s in-
ternal leadership development 
program and his appointment 
continues our preference for in-
ternal promotion for qualified 
staff. We welcome and support 
Craig in his new position!”

Sparks obtained his Bach-
elor of Science in sports man-
agement with a concentration 
in recreation from Kennesaw 
State University. While in col-
lege, he played two years of ju-
nior college baseball at Georgia 
Perimeter College and worked 
part time at Johnson Park Rec-
reation Center in his hometown 
of Conyers for five years. After 
graduation, he contacted Holley 
to see if there were any available 
job openings in Gordon County. 
There were, and he began work-
ing for the county in the Parks 
and Recreation Department in 
2013 as an athletic supervisor.

He was later named assistant 
director of parks and recreation. 
In that position, Sparks worked 
under the direction of Holley, 
who he said always encour-
aged him and took extra time 
to make sure he was prepared 
for the day when he might take 
over the director position.

From staff reports

The Northwest Georgia Regional Library 
System closed on March 12 as the COVID-19 
news updates made clear to library staff that 
they were ill-equipped to guarantee the safety 
of library users and library staff members, said 
Darla Chambliss, library director for the North-
west Georgia Regional Library System.

“We have been busy developing virtual pro-
grams and no-touch procedures to bring library 
services back to you via a drive-up curbside 
delivery system,” Chambliss said. “Testing of 
the new service delivery methods have begun.”

Instructions to request library services are 
available on the library’s website at ngrl.org. 
Services offered will be limited to checkout of 
Calhoun-Gordon County Public Library books, 

audio/CDs and other circulating items. Each 
patron is limited to five items.

“As we perfect the new delivery methods, we 
will be adding additional services. The library 
building will not be open to the public at this 
time,” said Chambliss. “I feel that I can speak 
for the entire staff of NGRL (Dalton, Chatsworth 

and Calhoun branch libraries) when I say that 
we have missed our library users. We know how 
much users need our materials, technology and 
services at this challenging time.”

She also added that the technology staff are 
researching the feasibility of extending free 
WiFi connectivity to the library parking area. 
An announcement will be made at ngrl.org as 
soon as the library is able provide that service.

Bot Chatsworth and Calhoun’s public libraries were 
nearing grand-reopening celebrations as renovations 
at those branches were almost completed. Howev-
er, the pandemic began and progress was delayed.

On the subject of book returns, Chambliss said 
many people are wondering when the book return 
boxes will reopen. Because public libraries follow 
Centers for Disease Control and Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services guidelines, the staff 
needed to implement a new book return process.

This new method needed to include a saniti-
zation step and a non-circulation area.

“We have ordered the recommended cleaning 
supplies. The library will make an announce-
ment when you can begin to return your items,” 
Chambliss said.

The library will charge no fines or fees dur-
ing the COVID-19 crisis.

 ♦ The Calhoun-Gordon County Public 
Library will soon begin offering service 
via a drive-up (no-touch) service. 
Curbside service testing will begin 
soon, as supplies are being delivered 
daily.

Kelcey Caulder

The Calhoun-Gordon County Public Library
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